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Week Ending Friday, September 10, 


Remarks in Cedar Rapids, Lowa 
Septembe r3, 2004 
The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 


Thank 


all for being here. It’s great to be in th 


vou 


coming. What a spectacular day 
land 
of kind people and tall corn. Laura and | 
are proud to be here. Wi 


morning in Pennsylvania, then went to Wis 


started early this 


consin. We're ending our day in this beautiful 
You might re 


that started m 


} 
mempet! 


and important State 
it’s the State on the way to 
the nomination 4 years ago 

al soft spot in 


We have a ve Ve 
} 


our heart for Lowa. It’s going to be even soft 


Got a re 


el with your help Wwe re going to carry lowa 
this Novembe1 
I believe ind tell the peo 


ple what vou believe and ask for their he Ip 


I'm here to ask for the vot 


you got to get out 
and I’m here to ask for it 


And I'm thrilled 


Laura. Today I'm going to give vou some re 


] 


to be traveling 


sons why I think you ought tO put mi back 
mnportant one 


in there. but me rhaps the most | 
First 


ol 


more ve 


all is so that Laura is Lady for 4 
“ars 

I'm real proud of my runningmat 

You kine 
pretty clear he wasn't the prettiest fac 

the ticket. [Laughte) I picl 


It’s not why 
him. | pic ked him because of his « peri 


Cheney is a—he’s a fine guy 


his steady judgime nt, and because he in 
the job done 

I'm proud to be standing up here 
He's a United 
time | he 


] ! 
wcky to ha { 


Chuck Grassley 


senator 


great 
lk 


You r¢ 


and | hope vou keep 
I 


Every to him 


Remember Iowa 
in the Senate 
there 

I'm proud ilso to be here with vour ¢ 


gressman, Jim Leach. He’s a fine 


decent citizen of the St ite lowa,. and 


proud to call him frie nd 
[ appreciate all the statehouse 


I 
the local olti ials who al 


! 
eOodDK 
i 


ire here her 


2004 


want to thank Majority Leader Chuck Gipp 
for being here 
I want to thank my friend Dave Roedere 


who is the statewide chairman for this cam 


paign here. | want to thank all the grassroots 
ictivists who are here Those are the people 
vho are going to put up the signs, make the 
phone calls and register youl friends and 
rie ighbors to vote 


We 


ind as you 


have a duty to vote in this country 


make 
Demo 
Mille: 
unde1 
will be 


Amer 


set out to register friends 


sure you don’t overlook discerning 
You remember Zell 
Phe reSa lot Ol folks like Zell who 
stand, with 4 more vears this country 


bette1 


crats might 


safer, stronger, and for every 


iCan 


Wi 


: , 
election, and the time for Choosing 1s almost 


we approaching an historic national 
here. This election will come down to the 
built, the 
d the visions that guide us. I look 
to campaigning in lowa a lot 
to coming I'll tell where | 
Ill tell vou what I believe, and I'll tell 


you where [ll lead this country for the 


records We have convictions that 
wie hold ul 
forward I look 
forward you 


st ind 
next 
t years 

that e\ 


1 1 ! 
| know that every school must teach 


| believe erv child can | and 


am 
> 

Bec ause 
ve re challenging the soft bigotry of low ex 


be 


= . ht ¢ . 
cause we Deneve Wwe ought tO measure SO We 


pectations, because we've raised the bar 


11 
can solve problems ¢ arly, before it’s too late 


vere closing an achievement gap in America 
ind nothing vill hold us back 

| believe we have a moral responsibility 
to honor America’s seniors with good health 
Care And | ippreciate working with ¢ hair 
man Chuck Grassley on strengthening Medi 
It made no to have a Medicare 


the Government 


ire SEC TIS¢ 


system whe re 


housands of dollars for heart surgery but not 
for 

vy trom happening in the first 
2006 


would pas 


One dime the 
| 


heart 


} 
medicine to preve nt the 
surge 
senlors will have 


} ) 
place. Beginning in 


] 
prescription drug coverage 
i 


| Rural hospitals 


IS19 
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in lowa will now be taken care of. We're not 
turning back 

I believe strongly in the innovative spirit 
of America’s workers, small-business owners 
farmers, and ranchers. And so we unleashed 
that energy with the largest tax relief in a 
generation. We have been through a lot to- 
gether in this economy. We've been through 
i recession, corporate scandals, and an attack 
But be 


cause we acted, this economy is strong and 


on our country which cost us dearly 


it is getting stronger 

This morning, we received the jobs report 
for August. It shows that our economy has 
added 144,000 new jobs. Plus revisions up 
60,000 for the 2 


months. We've added 22,000 manufacturing 


wards of about previous 


jobs last month We ve added ove | 7 million 
August of 03 
lloyment rate is 5.4 percent 
average of the 1970s, the 1980s, and 
the 1990s. The unemployment rate in your 
State 


, 4 1 
jobs SINnce Che national unem 


| That's lowe 
5 1 
than the 
1 

This economy is strong 


is 4.4 perce nt 


The farm economy is strong, and we intend 
to keep it that way 
| he lic Ve 


l¢ ind not pass them on 


a President must confront prob 
| to future Presi- 
| believe the 


American President 


dents and future generations 
most solemn duty of the 
is to protect the American peopl [tf America 
shows uncertainty and weakness in this dec- 
the world will drift toward tragedy. This 

| not happe non my watch 
I'm running for President with a clear and 
positive plan to build a safer world and a 


I'm 


compassionate conservative philosophy that 


more hopeful America 


running on a 


Government should help people improve 


their lives, not trv to run their lives. I believe 


| 
this Nation wants steady. consistent prin 


cipled leadership, and that is why, with your 
he Ip ve re going to win in Nove mber 


Audience members. Four more vears! 


! 
rs 


; “pos 
Four more years! Four more ve 


The President. The wor 


we | 
d In which we 
ire living is changing. Just think about what’s 


happened alter a generation. Most people 


had one job for their entire career, and most 
of those people were men 


Today. women 


make up a significant portion of the work- 
work inside the home and out- 
And vet, most of our funda- 


the Tax ( ode 


place. They 
side the home 


mental systems health cov 
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erage, pension plans, and worker training 
were created for the world of yesterday, not 
tomorrow. And so, to make sure that citizens 
are equipped and prepared and thus truly 
free to make your own choices, we will trans- 
form these systems to make our country a 
better place 

Any plan has got to begin with making sure 
that we have a growing economy. This global 
market is « xpanding It's creating new mar 
kets and new competitions. To make sure 
that we have jobs here in America, America 
must be the best place in the world to do 


business. To make sure jobs are 


here inh 
America and this economy continues to grow, 
Congress needs to pass a sound energy plan 
and get it to my desk, an energy plan that 
says we'll encourage conservation, that we'll 
have clean coal tec hnology that we'll be wise 
about how we explore for resources here at 
home, but an energy plan as well that under- 
stands the great promise of renewables like 
ethanol and biodiesel. In order to kee p jobs 
here we must become less depe nae nt on for 
elgn sources of energy 

In order to keep jobs here, we've got to 
get rid of the needless regulations that harm 
our small businesses, and we need tort re- 
form so pr opl can keep their doors open 
America, we need a 
level playing field when it comes to trade 


We open d up our markets for foreign goods, 


To have jobs here in 


when you 
likely to get the 
product you want at a better price and higher 
You 


You See we 


and that’s good for vou. You sec 


have more choices you re 
quality. What I'm saying to the world is 
treat us the way we treat vou 


can compete with anybody, anywhere, any- 
time, so long as the rules are fain 

And one reason this economy is strong in 
lowa is because we're selling Iowa farm 
products all around the world 

In order to make sure we've got jobs here 
in America, we need to be wise about how 
we spend your money and keep vour taxes 
low. It would be a big mistake to run up the 
taxes on the American people To ke ep the 
economy strong, we ve got to ke ep your taxes 
low 

I tell you, we've got an issue in this cam 
paign. I'm running against a fellow who has 
thus far promised $2 trillion in new spending. 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. Now, we've still got a cou- 
ple of months to go. |Laughter| It's awfully 
tempting out there to tell people what they 
want to hear, particularly when it comes to 
spending your money. So they said, “How 
are you going to pay for all that money 
all that spending?” He said, “That's simple 
I’m just going to tax the rich 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Yes, we've heard that be 
First of all 


enough money by taxing the rich to support 


fore, haven't we? you can t raise 
all his programs Secondly, the rich figure 
out a way to dodge it, and you get stuck with 
the bill not gome to let him tax 
you. We’re going to win in November 


But we re 
A drag on our economy is the Tax Code 
which is a « omplicated mess. It is filled with 
special interest loopholes Our peopl spend 
6 billion hours of paperwork and headache 
The 


people deserve better, and our econom 


every vear on the Tax Code American 


needs a different Tax Code. So in a new term 
I will lead a bipartisan effort to reform and 
simplify the Federal Tax Code 

One way to make sure we've got jobs her 
is to make sure our work r training programs 
work. We're going to reform the WIA, the 
Workforce We ll make nore 


money available to our community coll ges 


Investment Act 


workers 


to fill the jobs of 


to make sure we're able to match the 
with the skills necessary 
the 21st century 

lo make sure people can cope in a chang 
k 


1S 


ing world, we've got to make sure ou 
Most new jobs ir 
colles vet 


get a great education 


filled by people with 2 vears of 


\ 


only about one in four of our students gets 
| 


there. In our high schools, we'll fund ean 
intervention programs to help students at 
We'll place a new 
Ove! 


exam before graduation By raising pt riorm 


risk focus on math and 


science time, we'll require a rigorous 
1 1] 
ance at our high schools and expanding Pell 


grants for low- and middle-income families 
we will help more Americans start their ca 
reer with a college diploma 

In a time of change, we need to do mors 
to make sure quality health care is available 
and affordable You see h lf 


of the uninsured are small-business employ 


more than one 


ees and their families. In a new term, we 


, . 
must allow small firms to join together to 


Se pt 


) 


purchase insurance at the discounts available 
for big companies 

I met with Marshall Petersen today. He 
runs—he and his family run Hawkeye Com- 
pany. It'sa small business here in Cedar Rap- 
ids. He 


been rising rapidly over the next years 


said that the insurance costs have 
over 
the last years. He’s worried about making 
premiums for his employees He supports as 
sociation health plans the pooling efforts, be 
cause he believes his business Call reduce 


He said 


businesses to 


costs This is going to allow small 


1 
have lower risk. It’s going to 


allow me to retain quality employees We 
must change our way of thinking about small 
business insurance in America 

To help more Americans find affordable 
coverage, we'll offer tax credits to encourage 
small businesses, ¢ mploye es to set up health 


savings accounts. To make sure medicine is 


wailable to all, we will expand community 


and health centers all across the country 
Every poor county in America ought to have 
And to make 


is available and affordable 


it community health center 
sure health care 
we got to stop these frivolous lawsuits that 
ire running good docs out of business and 
running your costs up 

We have a national problem when it comes 
to medical liabilitv. I've talked to docs all over 


the country who are worried about staving 
in business, who are anxious about being able 
to practice their science of healing. See, | 
don't think you can be pro-doctot pro-pa- 
tient, and pro-hospital and pro-plaintiff-at- 
at the 


to choose. My opponent made his choice and 


torne\y same time. I think you have 
he put him on the ticket. I made my choice 
| am for medical liability reform—now 

In all we do to improve health care in 
America, we will make sure the health deci- 
sions are made by doctors aid patients, not 
by bureaucrats in Washington, D¢ 

In changing times, in order to bring sta- 
bility to people's lives, we must encourage 
an ownership society in America. One of the 
great statistics of the recent times has been 
the homeowne rship rate in America is at an 
alltime high. Think about that 


homeownership gap in America is closing. 


The minority 


More and more of our fellow citizens are 
opening up the door to their home saying 


Welcome to my house.” 
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Over the next 4 vears, we'll expand home- 
ownership in America. And to make sure that 
people have confidence in the future, we 


must allow younger workers to take some of 


their own tax money and set up personal Sav 


ings accounts. We'll protect Society Security 
Nothing is going to change, as a matter of 
for older citizens and baby boomers like 
The 
fiscal solvency of this system is in question 


We think dif 


We must allow younger workers to 


tact 
me, when it comes to Social Security 
for younger workers must 
ferently 
build their own nest egg that they can call 
their own, that they can pass on to the next 
generation. Social Security reform needs to 
be stre nethene d now 


a dif 


ference of philosophy in this campaign. My 


What I'm telling you is we have 


opponent's programs expand Government 


My programs expand freedom and oppor 


tunity American 


tor every 


In a changing world, some things don't 


change, the values we try to live by, the insti 
tutions like family and marriage and religious 
congregations that give our society purpose 


> ! 
Because family and work are sources of sta 


bility and dignity, I support welfare reform 


| 
WOrK 


that strengthens family and requires 
| support a ¢ ulture of life in which every pel 
son matters and every person counts. Reli 


! 
mious Charities provide a Ssatety net of mercy 


I 


and compassion. Our Government must sup 
port those 


charities. It must never discrimi 
nate against faith-based programs 

Because the union of a man and woman 
deserves an honored place in our society, | 
support the protection of marriage against 
activist judges. And I will continu to appoint 
Fed I ul judges who know the differenc e be 
tween pe rsonal opmion and the strict inter 
pretation of the law 

This 
America re sponds to the continuing danger 
of terrorism. Since that terrible 
Lith, 2001, we 


Sept mber the 
the terrorists across the Earth. not for pride 


election will also determine how 
Mmormme 
have fought 
lives ol oul 


not tor powel but because the 
citizens are Strategy 1s Clear 


at stake. Ou u 
We're defending the homeland. We’re trans 
Wer 
our intelligence services. We'r 
the ottensive We re 


, 
abroad so we 


lorming oul military 
staying on 
striking the terrorists 


do not have to face them her« 


Se pt ; 


strengthening 
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at home. We're working to advance liberty 
in the broader Middle East because freedom 
will bring the hope and the peace we all long 
for. And we will prevail 

Our strategy is succeeding. Four years ago 
Afghanistan was the home base of Al Qaida: 
Pakistan 


groups Saudi Arabia was a fertile ground for 


was a transit point for terrorist 
terrorist fundraising; Libya was pursuing nu- 
clear we apons; Lraq was a gathering threat 
and Al Qaida Was largely unchallenged as it 
planned attacks. Today, because the United 
States and our friends and allies acted with 
firm resolve, the Government of a free Af 
ghanistan is fighting terror; Pakistan is cap 
turing terrorists Saudi Arabia iS making raids 
and arrests: Libya is dismantling its weapons 
programs; the army of a free Lraq is fighting 
for freedom; and more than three-quarters 
of Al Qaida’s key members and associates 


killed 


America and the world are safer 


have been detained or Because we 
have led 

The progress involved careful diplomacy 
clear moral purpose and sotTne tough deci 
sions. And the toughest came on Lrag. We 
knew Saddam Hussein’s record of aggression 
and support for terror. We knew his long his- 
tory of pursuing, even using weapons of mass 
destruction. And we know that Septembe r 
the Lith re quires our country to think dif- 
ferently. Ws 
fully 
we saw a threat 

I \ United 
Members of both political parties looked at 
the inte lice nce I looked at 
history of Saddam Hussein, and came to the 
And they 
use of forcee—one of whom 

He looked at 
I looked at. He 


COTK lusion | 


must deal with threats before 


they materialize. In Saddam Hussein 


States Congress 
remembered the 
came conclusion: He was a threat 
authorized the 
Was my Oppone nt the very 


same. intelligence came to 


the same came to, and when 


it came time to authorize the use of force 
he voted ves 

The last option of a President is commit 
troops into ¢ ombat. That’s why I went to the 
United Nations. | was hoping that diplomacy 
The United Na 
tions looked at the same intelligence I did 
They had and they came 
to a conclusion with a 15-to-nothing vote that 


Saddam 


would deal with this threat 
a lenethy debate 
disarm, o1 


Hussein must disclose 
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face serious consequences The tree world 
spoke again 

As he had for over a decade, Saddam Hus 
world 


sein defied the demands of the fre 


He was not about to disclose or disarm. As 
a matter of fact, when inspectors were sent 
he svstematically deceived 


the inspectors So I had a choice to make 


into his country 


I had to make a decision, a decision that only 
comes to the Oval Office, a decision no Presi 
dent would ask for but must be prepare d to 
make: Do I forget the lessons of S« pte mber 
the 11th and trust the madman 
or do I take action to defend America? Given 
that defend 


time 


word of a 


choice | will America even 


country 


50 mil 


Because we acted to defend ou 
because we acted in our self-interest 
lion peopl in Afghanistan and Iraq have 
been liberated. Our world is changing. Free 
dom is on the march. Think about this. In 
Afghanistan it wasn’t all that long ago that 
the people of that country were living in 
darkness under the rule of the Taliban, a bar 
baric group Ol people who wouldn't even let 


would 


their mothers in the public square ay 


young giris go to school, who 


comple te ly 
| 
1 

\fghanistan, a brief period after the 


OVeET LO Hh 


they weren't toeing the line 


Today in 
llion 


| liban have he en remove d 


peopl have registered to vote in the upc 


} 


ing Presidential election It's an amazing sta 


tistic, isn't it? People love freedom aroun 
the world. Liberty is powe rful 

country now has 
a National Council 


scheduled in 


In Traq the 
Prime Ministe1 
tional 
We re 
countries. We're standing with them becaus« 


Standing 


elec tions are 


standing with the peopl in those 


they long for freedom, and we’re 


with them because when America vives its 
word, America must keep its vord 
ind 


\s importantly we re a vital 


Free 


societies in the 


Servln¢g 
1 


historic Cause t 


societies do not export 
i 


Middl Kast 


be hopeful societies which no longer feed re 


Free 
ernments in the Middle East will fight terror 


terror. Free vill 


sentment and violence for export FON 
ists instead of harboring them, and that helps 
So our 


sion in Afghanistan and Iraq is clear. We'll 


our Nation become more secure 


His 


help new leaders to train their armies. We'll 
help them stand up their own armies so they 


Sept 
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can defeat the few who are trying to hold 
back the demands and the desires of the 
many. We will help those countries move to- 


ward elections and get on the path of stability 


and democracy as quickly as possible and 
then our troops will return home with the 
honor they have earned. 

I've had the 


high privilege of meeting with those who de 


At bases across our country 


fend our country and sacrifice for our secu- 
I've seen their great decency and their 
I want to thank the vet 


erans who are here for having set such a great 


rity 


unselfish courage 


example for those who wear the uniform 

I have made a commitment to our troops 
and to their loved ones. They will have all 
the resources they need to complete their 
went to the United 


missions. That’s why I 


States Congress and proposed $87 billion of 
funding for body armor and fuel and spare 
parts and ammunition, that which was nec 
essary to help oul troops in Afghanistan and 
in Iraq. We rece ived great support for that 
initiative. The support was so strong that only 
12 Members of the United States Senate 
voted against it, 2 of whom are my opponent 
ind his runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. As a only 
four United States Senators voted to author 
ize the 


funding ow troops 
o> i 


matter of tact 


use of force and then voted against 
Two of those Senators 
vere my opponent and his runningmate 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When asked to explain 
why, vou might remember he said, “I actually 
did vote for the $87 billion 


then 


before I voted 


iwWainst it He was asked—he said he’s 


proud of his vote, and he just finally said 
when pressed it was a complicated matter 
Phere’s nothing complicated about sup 
porting oul troops in combat 

We put together an alliance to he Ip us 


Chere S Ii arly 


{0 nations in Afghanistan and 
some 30 nations in Iraq I appre ciate the con 
tributions these countries are making. Over 
the next 4 years, we'll continue to work with 
our friends and allies in the cause of freedom 
and peace. But 1 will never turn over Amer 
ica’s national security decisions to leaders of 
other countries 

| believe in the transformational power of 


liberty. The wisest use of American strength 





1824 


is to advance freedom. I'll tell you why I be- 
lieve so strongly that societies can change: 
I’ve seen it firsthand. I’ve spent time at the 
table with Prime Minister Koizumi. He’s a 
friend. He’s the Prime Minister of Japan. Yet 
it wasn’t all that long ago, when you think 
about it, that our dads and grandfathers were 
at war with the Japanese in World War IL. 
And yet, here we are, sitting at a table, talking 
about the peace Here we are, talking about 
how to deal with Kim Chong-il in North 
Korea, Iraq Afghanistan, and other troubled 
spots around the world. I doubt my conversa 
tions would be happening it Harry Truman 
and Americans right after World War II did 
not believe in the power ol liberty to trans 
form a society from one with which we were 
friends with 


at war to one that we're now 


Liberty can transform societies. One day 
sitting down 
with the duly elected leader of lraq talking 


about how to keep the peace 


an American President will be 


talking about 
how to make the world a more peaceful 
place 

I've heard the skeptics and the doubters 
but I believe that millions in the Middle East 
plead in silence for their liberty. I believe 
that given the chance, they will embrace the 
most honorable form of government ever de 
vised by man. I believe these things because 
freedom is not America’s gift to the world: 
freedom is the Almighty God's gift to each 
man and woman in this world 

This young century will be the century of 
libe rty By promoting freedom at home and 
world and a 
more hopeful America. We will spread own 


abroad, we will build a safer 


ership ind opportunity to every corner of this 


country. We will pass the enduring values of 


We will 


continue to lead the world to promote free 


our country to a new generation 


dom and peace 


For all Americans, these vears in our his 


tory will always stand apart There are quiet 
times in the life of 


expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 


a nation when little is 


times. This is a time that needs firm resolve 
clear vision, and a deep taith in the values 
that makes us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep- 
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 


of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I will never 
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forget. Workers in hardhats were screaming 
“Whatever it takes. ' 
best to comfort those who had been in the 


at me I was doing my 
rubble, and a guy grabbed me by the arm 
As I wake 
up every morning, I think about how to bet- 
ter protect our country. I will never relent 
in defending America, whatever it takes 


and he said, “Don’t let me down.” 


Four years ago, I traveled your great State 
asking for the vote, and I made a pledge that 
if you honored me with this great responsi 
bility I would uphold the honor and the dig- 
nity of the office to which I had been elected. 
With vour he Ip with your hard work, I will 
do so for 4 more years 

God Thank 
Thank you all 


bless you all for coming 


NotI The President spoke at 5:28 p-m. at 
Noelridge Park 
lowa State Re presentative ( huck Gipp:; Senator 
Zell Miller of Georgia, who gave the keynote ad 
Republican National 
Prime Minister Avad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim 


Government 


In his remarks, he referred to 


dress at the Convention 


Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
ol Japan and Chairman Kim Chong-il of North 
Korea. This item was not received in time for pub 


lication in the appropriate issuc 


Remarks in a Discussion in 
Broadview Heights, Ohio 


September f 2004 


The President. Thank you all. Go ahead 
and be seated. Thanks for coming. Thank you 
all. | appreciate you coming today. Thank 
Okay 


do here. Thanks for coming. I've got an inter 


you be seated. We got some work to 
esting way to describe to you how we're going 
to make America a safer world and a more 
hopeful world. And today I'm going to do 
so by talking to some of your citizens about 
some interesting ideas as to how to improve 
life throughout America, throughout Ohio 
and throughout the Cleveland area. Then I'd 
like to take some of your questions if we've 
Then I’ve got to get back on the 
bus. | Laughter 

See, I’m out—I believe you have to go ask 
people for the vote, and that’s what we're 
doing in Ohio again, asking people for the 
vote. 


got time 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


Before I begin, before I talk about issues 
that are on your mind, I do want to talk about 
something that’s on my mind and, I know, 
on your mind as well. Today on our T\ 
screens, last night on our TV screens, we saw 
the horror of terror in Russia. And I can just 
imagine the heartfelt anguish of the moms 
and dads of those Russian kids. Our prayers 
are with those families, and yesterday is a 
grim reminder of the nature of the terrorists 
we face. That is why this country must be 
strong and diligent, never yielding. We must 
bring them to justice before they harm us 

So when I asked Laura to marry me, she 
said, “Fine, just so long as I never have to 
give a speech ” [Laughter| 1 said, “Okay 
you'll never have to.” Fortunately, she didn’t 
hold me to my word. What a fabulous speech 
she gave, and she’s a you need to put me 
back in so she can have 4 more years as First 
Lady. 

So I'm up there giving the speech, and I'm 
staring right at Janet Voinovich. What a com 
forting feeling that was. | appreciate George 
and Janet being here. Thank you all for com 
ing. George Voinovich is a great United 
States Senator, and he needs to be reelected 

And then when I could tell Janet was tired 
of me looking at her, I switched over to Fran 
DeWine. She’s not with us, but her great 
husband, Michael DeWine, the United 
States Senator from Ohio, is with us 
Alice, Alice DeWine, a student 
at Miami University, Miami of Ohio. Alma 
mater, I want you to know, of my grandfather 
Marvin You know, they always say 
politics is local. My grandfather Marvin 
vent to Miami of Ohio. My other 
grandfather, Prescott Bush, was raised in Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. You know, as I told them in 
Columbus the other day, “Why don’t you put 
a home boy back in the White House 

Ralph Regula is with us, a great United 
States Congressman. Thank you for coming 
Mr. Chairman. It’s fitting we're here in a 
high school, and Ralph being here. He’s a 
he’s got a lot to do with the Federal funding 
of schools. | really appreciate Steve 
Farnsworth, who is the superintendent of the 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School 
district. I want to thank Brian Wilch, who’s 
the principal. If he thought bringing order 
to a high school with a bunch of high school 


and 
Alice, sweet 


Pierce 


Pierce 
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kids was hard, he learned there’s something 
harder, and that’s welcoming a President. 
|Laughter| Thank you for your hard work; 
appreciate your hospitality. 

Part of making sure America is a more 
hopeful place is to raise the standards in all 
schools, is to measure whether or not chil- 


dren are achieving those standards, is to cor- 
rect problems early before it’s too late, is to 


challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations 


is to trust local people to make decisions for 
their schools, and that’s what we’re doing. 
And schools are improving around America 
because of it 

Mayor Glenn Goodwin Mr. 
Mayor, thanks for Mayor Jerry 
Hruby is with us. I'm honored the two may- 
ors are here. Where are they ? Oh, thank you 
Mayor. Thank you, Mayor. One time some- 
body said, “Did you ever give the mayor ad- 
I did. Fill the potholes.” 
Laughter| Works vvery time. | Laughter] 

Michael Hargrove—Mike, yes, thanks for 
He's a 
this, but he’s from Pampa, Texas. 
Laughter| Isn't that right? Pampa, Texas, it’s 
part of the panhandle. That’s where they 
raise really fine people, good, solid, down- 


is with us 


coming. 


vice?” I said, 


coming he’s not going to believe | 


know 


to-earth people who perform, and I appre- 
ciate Mike. He’s a great baseball player for 
the Rangers. Thanks for coming. 

In order to make sure America is a more 
hopeful place, we've got to make sure our 
economy grows. We've been through a lot 
in this economy. We've been through a reces- 
sion. When you're out gathering people up 
for vote, remind them. If you've got the un- 
decided person out there, just tell them the 
facts. The country has gone through a reces- 
sion, went through corporate scandals which 
affected the confidence of our economy 
the people in the country, which affects the 
economy. And we endured a terrorist attack, 
and that attack hurt our economy. In other 
words, there was great obstacles to growth, 
yet we're overcoming those obstacles today. 
The economy is strong, and it is getting 
stronger. 

One reason why it’s strong and getting 
stronger is because we've got great workers. 
Another reason why is because the entrepre- 
neurial spirit in America is alive and well. 
The small-business sector of our economy is 
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really good. Our farm economy is strong. The 
We're 


coming the obstacles. I also think one of the 


ranchers are making a living over- 
reasons why is because of tax relief 

We're going to talk to some people who 
have benefited from the tax relief, small-busi- 
Thev can tell the 
But the facts are real 
last month we added 144,000 


new jobs People are getting back to work 


ness owner and a family 
story better than I can 
This month 


And when you look at June and July and re 
they did, it 
means 200,000 new jobs were added in the 


vise the numbers upwards like 
last monthly report, over | 7 million new jobs 
August of ’03. Th 
understand there’s places in 
that lag behind the national 


growth rate. Ohio has got por kets of unem 


added SINCE economy IS 
growing. | 


Ame rica whe re 


ployment that are unacceptable. But the un 
employment rate nationally is 5.4 percent 
That’s lower than the of the 1970s 


LOSOs ind 1990s 


average 


We have gota plan to make sure that peo 


ple who want a job can find on 


The plan 


says that in order to kee p jobs in America 


ve ve got to keep your taxes lov Running 


up the taxes on the pr opk right now would 
hurt the economic vitality and growth 
There’s a difference of opinion in this cam 


Laughter| My opponent 


paign Dy the Waly 
hi 


spending and we've 


is already promised $2 trillion of new 
still] vot a little 
Laughter| It's awfully 
tempting out there to tell people what they 
and there’s no telling how 


But 


going to 


ways to 
go in the campaign 
want to heat 
much more he’s gomg to 
thev’ ve asked him 
pay tor itr He 


just tax the 


Promise 
How are you 
said, “Oh 

You ve 


kne Ww 


we'll 
heard that before 
what that 
First of all, you can’t tax 
the rich enough to pay for $2 trillion of new 


don’t worry 
ric h 
You 


just tax the rich 


haven't you? means 


spending Second of all, the rich hire ac 


} 


countants for a reason. He’s not going to be 


taxing anybody in 05, because he’s not going 
to win. We're going to win Ohio, and we're 
going to win the country 


\ couple of other things. The 


so here’s 
how you keep jobs here in America. You're 


wise about—we’'ve got to be wise about how 


we spend your money in Washington. We’ve 
got to keep your taxes low 
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Congress will get an energy plan to my 
desk that encourages conservation; that en- 
courages the use of renewables such as eth- 
anol, biodiesel; that explores for ways to 
make sure that we use technology to leapfrog 
the current problems we have, like hydrogen- 
powered automobiles; that works on clean 
coal technology; that says we'll explore for 
natural gas In environime ntally friendly ways. 
Its a plan though, that recognizes that we 
must become less dependent on toreign 
sources of energy if we want to keep jobs 
here in America 

Our vision of economic vitality and growth 
savs, we'll cut down on needless regulations 
and we support legal reform. We believe that 
lawvers—we believe these lawsuits are mak 
ing it hard for small businesses to keep their 
, 
aoors ope n 

We believe, in order to keep jobs here in 
America, that trade ought to be free and fait 
In other 


products from overseas, and that’s good for 


vords, we open ou markets for 


consumers. See, if a consumer has got more 
to choose from, he or she is more likely to 
get the product you want at a price you want 
and at th qu lity you demand. So the only 
fair thing to do is to say to other countries 
like China 
you 


You treat us the way we treat 
and that’s precisely what this adminis 
tration is doing. We are holding them to a 

Were 
making sure That's why I 
took the ind the 
plants are up and running here in the Cleve 
State of Ohio 


because of the firm action this administration 


count when it comes to trade laws 
that trade is fai 
ction | did on steel steel 
land area and all around the 


took 


\ coupk of other points I want to make 

right quick, and then we'll start talking to 
: . 

some people here In order to make sure jobs 

Stay systems have to 


and I 


of Government is to address 


here, our health care 


work well. See, health care is costly 


think the role 
the root causes of high cost. We must allow 
small businesses to pool together, to pool risk 
together so they can purchase insurance at 
the same discounts that big businesses get 
to do. And that’s important. That's an impor- 
tant policy, because 50 percent of the unin- 
sured in America work for small businesses 
So if we can help small businesses address 
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the cost of health care, it will help people 
get insurance 
Another thing we need to do is to make 
sure that we expand community health cen 
ters to America. We 
want people the low-income and the pool 


every pool county in 
to be able to get preventative health care in 
community health centers, not in em« rgency 
rooms in hospitals all over America 

Finally there’s a 


going to do. We'll make 


retorms we vé got 


in terms of health care 
lot of things we're 
sure the Medicare 
continue to work. Seniors, by the 
makes no sense in old Medicare to say 

pay tor the hospitalization for a heart surg 
and not pay for the prescription drugs that 
would have prevented the heart surgery from 
That s why 
we reformed and strengthe ned Medicare, so 
it worked on behalf of ou 


being needed in the first place 


seniors. and it 
made sense for American taxpayers 
Beginning in 2005, seniors will get fre 
preventative screenings in Medicare. It never 
happened before. It's now happening he 
cause of our leadership ind I want to thanl 
the Senators who are here and the ¢ ONnGTeSS 
You see, it 
screening so you can detect 


and 


Hah who IS here 


} 
makes Sense 
to give seniors 


problems r urly be gin to addre SS the m 


before they become acute. In 2006, seniors 


will have prescription drug coverage in Medi 
care. We went to Washington, D¢ 


idea of solving proble ms. We have don 

] 1,1 
job when it comes to lmMproving health care 
tor our seniors 


other point I want to n 


and if you got some ithe 


Finally—one 
on health care 
que stions, I'll answer them. But listen, these 
frivolous lawsuits are running docs out of 


} ‘ : 
business and running the cost of medicine 


too high. This is a national problem. It’s a 
national problem. Small businesses are hay 
ing trouble affording health care becaus« 
premiums are up, because doctors are being 
sued and they practice defensive medicine 
The frivolous lawsuits hurt you as consumers 
We need medical liability reform in Wash 
ington, D¢ 


This is 


how 
there is a big difference on this 
issue in this campaign. There is a funda 
mental difference in this campaign. You can 
not choose between being pro-doctor pro 
hospital, and pro-patient and pro-plaintiff at 
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torney. | mean, you have to choose. You can’t 
be for both. You can’t be pro-doctor, pro- 
hospital, pro-patient and _pro-plaintiff-attor- 
at the same time. You've got to choose 
My opponent chose, and he put him on the 
ticket. I made my choice 

One of the things 
times. That’s one of the points I tried to make 
the other night. It’s 


ney 


we're living in changing 


a very important part 


of this campaign. It’s who recognizes the 


I 
times we live in and who's got a plan to help 
America. It's not dictate to 
their 


live 


Americans but 
The 
under, the Tax 
Code, the he alth care plans the worker train 


help Americans realize dreams 


systems that we now 
ing programs, and the retirement programs 
if you think 
And what I told the American peo 


ple Thursday 


were all ce SIOTH d for yesterday 
about it 
night is, the next 4 vears we'll 
design the systems for tomorrow to help peo 
and we re 
talk a little bit about that today 


They Sa\y 


ple re alize the 1! dreams 


going to 
What do you mean? 


a look at Social Security 


solve nt for boom rs like me and old VUYVS like 
laughte) older 


Laughter| U 


retirement 


We \] take 
Social Security is 


Voinovic h 
Voinovic h 


1 
CuVS like 


vou re retired or 
neal vou have nothing to worry 
Social Security. But if vou're a 
vounger worker just getting started, you bet 
ter listen carefully to the rhetoric of this cam 


l 
1 be lic ve 


about in 


paign. Set we ought to strengthen 
Social Security by allowing younge! workers 


to take 


SOOTHE and 


own tax money 
set up a pe rsonal account that they can call 
their own 

It’s a different attituck 


of looking at things, but it means the younge 


It’s a different way 


worker is going to get a better rate of return 
on the money. It means the youngel worke1 
will have a nest egg they can call their own 
And it means the younger worker can take 
that nest egg and pass it on to another gen 
eration. It’s a way to make sure Social Secu- 
rity fulfills its promise to the young people 
of America and encourage ownership at the 
same time 

| believe this country ought to set up op 
portunity zones. An opportunity zone says 
that if you've lost manufacturing jobs, if 


you've lost plants, if you've lost retail sales. 


you qualify. An opportunity zone is different 


from an empowerment zone. Empowerment 
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zones are the old zones that said it just— 
all that matters is the poverty levels. We're 
that 
but if you ve 


saying matters too poverty levels 
been affected by the 


you ought to be 


count 
allowe d to 
Parts of Ohio 
changing times. The 


changing times 
set up an opportunity zone 
will qualify. These are 
job base is changing 
Here’s what an opportunity zone means. 
It means that the local governments will 
come together and present a transition plan 
that says, “We're 
We're going 


economic growth 


going to reduce regulation. 
environment for 
And the Federal Govern- 


ment will provide significant tax relief to 


to create an 


businesses that provide businesses in those 
opportunity zones, will direct Federal monies 
to community colleges, will help with hous- 
In other words, it will be an in- 
holistic effort to address the fact that 


the economy is changing 


Ing money 
tensive 
and that’s what 
want to spend some time talking about, as 
well as working some other issues 

We've got 


Piunno 


Frank 


is. Get up 


a small-business owner 
There he 
Frank is a 


That means he’s a dreamer 


with us today 
Frank 


preneul 


entre- 
that he 


creates jobs because he has got a start—he 


here he’s an 


started his own business or owns his own 


business By the way, there’s nothing better 


than a society in which more and more peo- 


ple are 


saying, “I own my own business.” 
That's why we believe in an ownership soci- 
ety in America 
Frank 
Frank Piunno. My company is Marketing 


Communication 


tell us what you do 


do con- 
fidential data printing and mailing. We do 
things like patient hospital patient 
bills. We print and mail those. We person- 
alize printing for universities. We do work 
in the segment. We do 
pricebooks and catalogs, mostly confidential 
information, printing it 
The President. Good 


employees you gotr 


Resource, and we 


your 
manufacturing 
How 


good many 


Mr. Piunno. We have 20 employees, 2 of 


which are my sons. 

The President. Really? Good. Well, they 
probably want us to mi ike sure the death tax 
is gone forever. So did you add any employ- 
ees this year? 
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Mr. Piunno. Yes, we've added three em- 
ploye es this year. 

The President. Why 
added three employees? 

Mr. Piunno. Well, we've been able to take 
advantage of the tax credits to invest in 
equipment. But we've also been able to keep 
equity in the business, which has allowed us 
to add people. 

The President. Yes. Interesting, isn’t it? 
One of the things that sometimes these num- 
bers really don’t reflect is the fact that the 
small-business sector is adding people. See 


why have you 


he’s added three this year, and that happens 
all over the country. One of the things that 
you like to hear a fellow like me, 
is that the small-business sector 
because most new jobs in America are cre- 


if you're 
is thriving 


ated by small businesses. 
Frank say, well, he’s 
because there’s 


And when you hear 
added three, that’s good 
a lot of Franks around adding 
10 there, 15 there. One of the other 
things—Frank is called an S corp. Right? 

Mr. Piunno. Yes. 

The President. That’s a legal term. I'm 
not a lawyer either. [Laughter] 

Mr. Piunno. Neither am | 

The President. That's why I said “either.” 
See, here’s something interesting about the 
tax relief we've provided that nobody or 
very few people focus on, except for Frank 
If you re an S corp ora sole proprietorship 
these 


3 here, 


ire legal terms for small businesses- 

you pay tax at the individual income-tax rate. 
Most small corps, like 
Frank’s, and sole proprietorships. So when 
you heard us say we’re 


businesses are S 


going to reduce taxes 
on eve rybody who pays taxes, reduce the in- 
dividual income-tax rates a million 


they got 


nearly 
small businesses benefited because 
more—they ve got more money in their cof- 
fers. The tax relief helped him. It gave him 
a different frame of mind 
his mouth 
[laughter 
So one of the things, when they say they're 
going to tax the rich, think about small busi- 
That's what they're talking about. 
When they run up the top r ite, they're affect- 
ing S corps and sole proprie torships It would 
be bad for our economy to take money out 


of this guy’s small business. He’s 


putting words in 


I’m not even a lawyer. Anyway 


nesses 


growing. 
Just when he’s beginning to add people, why 
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would you want to tax him? It makes no eco- 
nomic sense to tax people like Frank 

What did you invest in? 

Mr. Piunno. We—where? We invested in 
equipment, digital printing equipment, black 
equipment, and full-color equipment 

The President. See, he got extra tax bene- 
fits. We provided incentives for small busi 
nesses to invest. Why? Because most small 
businesses—most new jobs are created by 
small businesses. Secondly, when a company 
is investing, it means somebody has got to 
make the product that they re purchasing So 
somebody has got to make this machine he 
bought. When we increase demand for goods 
and services through tax relief, the economy 
GTOWS. Somebody has got to be working on 
the machine that he wants to purchase More 
importantly his workers become more pro 
ductive, so they're more likely to keep a job 

Accurate? 

Mr. Piunno. Yes. 

The President. Good, yes. If this county 
is declared an opportunity zone, here’s how 
Frank’s business will benefit. First, because 
he’s a small business, he’ll receive additional 
tax savings. In other words, they'll say 
“Here's more incentive to expand. Sec- 
ondly, because he’s a small business, he will 
receive more expensing allowance when it 
comes to purchasing equipment. Right now 
the limit’s at 100.000. We'll double the 
amount he can expense when he buys equip- 
ment. That will be helpful for this part of 
the world. Thirdly, the 
credit for hiring people who live in the op- 


he will get wage 


portunity zone. In other words, the oppor 
tunity zone says to a small business, “Stay 
here and expand, and there will be economic 
benefits if you do so.” I'm pretty confident 
he would like this to be an opportunity zone 
here. 

Mr. Piunno. Yes, I would. 

The President. Yes. Well, it’s got a very 
good chance of being one, because this part 
of the world is changing. That’s what we're 
talking about. And so the question 1s, what 
do you do about it? And what we do about 
it is we create opportunities, new opportuni- 
ties, by streamlining regulations and focusing 
tax relief to expand the job base in the com- 
munity in which it has been affected. And 
a good way of doing that is to help the small- 
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business owners around this part of the 
world. And that’s what we’re going to do. 

Thanks, Frank. Good job. 

Mr. Piunno. Thank you. 

The President. Claire Rosacco. Claire 
Rosacco is the vice president of public affairs 
and information with 

Claire Rosacco. Cayahoga Community 
College. . 

The President. Cayahoga Community 
College. Tell us about your community col- 
lege. 

Ms. Rosacco. Cayahoga Community Col- 
lege, as I hope many of you are aware, we 
also call Tri-C. It's our nickname. And we 
are the largest and first 

The President. Kind of like W. | Laughter] 

Ms. Rosacco. We're the largest and first 
community college in the State of Ohio. We 
service all of northeast Ohio. And I’m excited 
to tell you about some new initiatives we have 


that we think will complement your oppor- 


tunity zone. We started in this past year what 
we are calling corporate college, and I hope 
some of you have heard of corporate college. 
thank you—it is to 
help all of us hone on our skills for profes- 


It’s really applause | 
sional development and upscaling our own 
skills as we go through this new knowledge- 
based economy 

The President. Yes, can | interrupt you? 
SOrry. 

Ms. Rosacco. Sure. 

The President. Obviously, can’t stand to 
have her have the mike the whole time. 
[Laughter| Look, I just want to reflect on 
what she just said. Jobs change. This is a 
changing world. The worker training pro- 
grams must reflect the fact we’re in a chang- 
ing world. Workers need new skills in order 
to fill the new jobs in a changing world. 
That’s what she’s saying. 

Go on. 

Ms. Rosacco. Thank you. |Laughter| We 
also believe that human development is one 
of the drivers to help us with economic devel- 
opment, and again, that is what you re getting 
back to. We work with small, medium, and 
large companies, and really, we are a lifelong 
learning institution, as many community col- 
leges are around the country, and that’s what 
makes them so fun to work with and to be 
a part of. As many of you know, we have 
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child care centers, so we get the very young 
We offer early childhood education. We offer 
traditional college fon the associate’s degree. 
And then we 

1 


and we do 


go on to job retraining and 
training 
We re 
grams in the allied health field in the country 
We rank about « ighth 

The President. One of th 


one of the most uns¢ ttling things that hap 


certification programs 


one of the largest certification pro 


you know 


pens In a ¢ hanging eCCOnOMMY IS a Person Says 
I don't 
that I can do has changed 
And has the 


he | 


skill set Che job 
left 


re sponsibility to 
And 


Oh. no have the 


It mav have 
Government 
those anxieties one of the 


D ease 

i 

rson gomg 

set of 
the 


the fe S 


vavs to do so is to pay for a p 
to community colle ve to learn a new 


7 
ills ind one of the fol example 


health « ire field she just mentions d 


} l,l 
i lot of good, high paying jobs in health care 


but there’s a skills gap And the community 


col e system iS a @ at way to provide the 


¢ 
! , 1 
ski ls necessary to fill those jobs 


| met country 
' , 1 ' | 
‘ ho have tosta job gone Dac! 


ind 


i lot ol pe oph round the 
to community 
made more money after having 
1 associate's cle gree at a community col 

if their 


pro 


than they did in the last vear 


In othe ! vords 


and 


skills ralS¢ 


productivity levels 


| 
ind the | 


, 
leve 1S 


ins higher pas ymmunity col 


I 
system is a great place to do that 
| nonce pl 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. | Laught 


Ms. Rosacco. Absolutely have 


youre traning peopl 


l 
i 


The President. \ coupl of guitar play rs 
Laughte 
Ms. Rosacco. We support the guitar play 
Laughter We 


rts tec] loovy o ti 
irts technology program thi 


ers have a great recording 


it 1S phi nome nal 
" . ' 

and so we really do support that industry by 
teaching pe ople all of the electronics that go 
vith fol 


producing a video. And we are 


uong instance 


produc ing a CD o1 


| blessed, be 


; 
cause have some of the finest « quipment 


that our students can work on if they would 
like to do that 


project last vear where 


And in fact. we had a student 


they produced their 
own CD with local Cleveland entertainers 
comimg in and we 
them 

The President. Great 


coming. But let me say one thing about how 


pressed their CD for 


| appreciate you 
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community colleges fit into an opportunity 


ZONE There are streams ol Federal money; 


, ; 
a lot of it is grant driven, formula-driven 
grants. And a community college in an oppor 


the 


there would be an 


tunity zone would be first in line for 


money. In other words 
intense focus on Federal funding 
there will 


long with 


When the strategy is in place 
be a Federal Government effort 
State and local governments, to focus re 
sources to help a community which has been 
affected by changing times ris¢ up and get 
back on its teet and become a \ iable produc 
national economy. And a 
1 +] 


ind the commu 


tive part ot our 


I] 
community college system 
nity college in that opportunity zone will play 


1 } 
an integral rok 


community col 


thank you for want 
that 


inte 


I want to 
] 
f 


com 
you to | believe 
] 


ieges are ill 


KnOW 
gral part of helping people 
during changing times and that’s vhy ve in 
vited Claire her« 

We vi 
Rob 


preneu!l 


sot a homebuilder with us today 
Myve rs 


Hes building home S 


There he is. He’s an entre 
By the way 
the homeownership rate in America is at an 
alltime high It is a hopeful statistic to be 
able to say, more pe ople are ope ning up their 


Welcome to my 


Welcome to my piece ot property 


own door Saving home 


and we 


| 


intend to keep it that way ve intend to 


I 
keep it that way 
] 


] ] 1 
Fell us. vou know. besides interest rates 


, , 
tell us what else is on vour mind when it 


comes to building homes. If you've got prob 
lems, what are they? If vou don't have 
Laughte: 

Rob Myers. Mi 
the most ov rregulated business there 


be 


The President. Yes, see peopl don’t un 


prob 
lems sit down 
President, we're about 


must 


derstand this about homebuilding 


Mr. Myers. Every city we work in has 
It’s 


Every city requires that we file 


] 
their own building code different in 
cit 


tax forms tor every employee working in that 


every 


city with that city. So if you've got 5 employ- 
that’s 50 


local tax forms we've got to fill out just to 


ees working in 10 different cities 


do one job. It’s unbelievable 
The President. Yes. | presume the Fed- 
eral Government might pile on a little bit 


too. 
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Mr. Myers. Well, | don’t know how much 
Laughter| The 
of land Is more because the requireme nts to 


time you've got her cost 
develop land are just getting higher and high 
‘al with 
the paperwork, which is so vague that they 


er and higher as we're trying to d 


can't even define things that are wetlands 
which you'd think wetlands should be wet 
but a drainage ditch is a wetland today 

The President. Yes. See what 


he’s talking about is that we’ve become a reg 


here’s 
ulatory society at all levels of government 
And that damages not only the homebuilder 
but really it really affects the homebuyer. If 
it’s harder to build something, it makes the 
product more scarce, and therefore, pric« 
goes up What we're trying to do is reduce 
price on homes. We want more homes to 
be built SO people have a chance to re alize 
And therefore 


one of the advantages of an opportunity zone 


their dream of ownership 
is we're going to say to local folks, “If vou 
want to quality for an opportunity zone to 
get priority in Federal funding and good tax 
relief, streamline your regulations 

In other 


accepted they ve 


words, before an applic ition Is 
got to listen to peopl like 


Rob Jor 


Rob. so as to streamline regula 


this good man Frank—or 
laughte r 
tions. It makes no sense if you're trving to 
revitalize a part of the country and the regu 
latory burden is so heavy that there can’t bi 
a plethora of affordable homes. So one of 
the reasons we asked this good man to come 
by was to be able to talk about homeowner 
ship but, as signiti antly, is to remind pr opk 
about the burdens that stand in the way be 
tween the homebuilder and the homebuyer 
and that’s needless regulations at the | il 
State, and Federal level. Good job 

Joe Goletz So one of the things that needs 
to change in a society where people chang 


jobs is the ¢ oncept of owning your own healt! 


i 
care plan. It makes sense in a changing world 
for people to have a health care plan that 
they and that they 
can take with them from job to job. It’s a 
little different from the way the old health 
systems were set up and so one of the things 
that we did in the Medicare bill was establish 
The 


principle of a health savings account is it says 


1 
manage that they own 


what’s called health savings accounts 


that an individual is in charge of his or hei 


Sept 
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health decisions, that the decisions for health 
ire made between doctor and patient not 
by distant bureaucrats 

And so here’s—we're going to talk to an 
owner of a health savings account. These are 
new. They're necessary. They're going to be 
really necessary to help small businesses al 
ford health care 
to you how they work 


Joe Goletz. Vl do my best on that. Well 


being a small business owne}! I 
9 


and let me let him describe 


started a 
That’s what 


caused me to look into other options, pooling 


business about years ago. 
with other small businesses, and the medical 
savings accounts that used to—that preceded 
the health Savings accounts were out there 


law 


it that time too. But knowing the new 
that’s coming down beginning the first of this 
vear, we read through it, and it made a whol 
lot of sense. My wife is a stay-at-home mom 
with four young kids at home, so this is 
this had to be a plan that could cover all of 
us 

The President. Right 

Mr. Goletz. And it does 

The President. Let 


works, and then you can tell us whether it 


me describe how it 
worked for vou 

\ health savings account says that some 
body will purchase a catastrophic health care 
deductible. So in other 


$3.000 deductible associ 


with l large 


plan u 

vords Say its got 

ated with the pl in, which is less costly than 

Way Che family or 

the person will be covered from $3,000 and 
Vill tf : 


ibove with medical expenses. SO the funda 


regular insurance, by the 


mental question is what happens between 
zero and 3,000. A health savings account says 
small business Sin ill business 


to a owner 


employee sol proprietorship You can put 


money in that ispect of your health savings 


wccount tax-free. You earn money within the 
: 
health savings account tax-free. You can take 


And 


all you've got in your ac- 


money out for health reasons tax-free 
if you don’t spend 
count, you roll it over to the next year tax- 
free.” In other words, it savs applause 
So he and his family have got a $5,000 
deductible, zero to 5,000. He’s responsible, 
for the money between zero and 


$5,000. In other words, if he goes to the doc- 


In his Cast 


tor’s office, he pays for it. If he buys a pre- 
scription drug, he pays for it. By the Way 
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small businesses can set these up, and they 
can pay for their employees from zero to 
whatever the deductible is, to the top of the 
deductible 

Anyway, what was your—give us a sense 
of savings 

Mr. Goletz. Well, betore. the plan, we 
were paying roughly $700 a month for family 
And $225 a 
And 

The President. Well, he’s saving $475 a 
month on his insurance, and he’s out of pock- 


coverage now, were paying 


month 


et from zero to 5,000. But he’s putting money 
in the account tax-free. It's earning money 
tax-free. And if they don’t spend any money 
this year, it rolls over, so it’s a savings account 
for health purposes It’s a way for somebody 
to say, “This is my health care plan. I own 
it for all my life, and I can pass it to my 
kids for their health care plans as well.” 

Go ahead 

Mr. Goletz. Just one more thing on that, 
too, is we didn’t have to switch doctors. We 
were with Cleveland Clinic Doctors, and that 
was very important to us And this plan allows 
us to stay there and do that, so our kids have 
the same pediatrician, and we have the same 
doctors. It’s been a very good plan for us. 

The President. Yes, see, and by the way, 
just to complete the story, because of the 
tax relief we passed, this family saved $2,900 
in the year 03, and 2.900 in ’04, to help him 
with those health care costs if they arise. Tax 
relief helps American families 

Thanks for coming 

Where are the Dotsons? Right here in 
front of me, Julie and Carl Dotson. They're 
what do vou do? 

Carl Dotson. 1m a C&C machinist at 
Luke Inc orporated in Wooster, Ohio 

The President. Fabulous. Julie? 

Julie Dotson. I'm a stay-at-home mom. 

The President. Very good 

Mrs. Dotson. We have two sons 

The President. Very vy od. Look at these 
little guys. The reason I’ve asked them to 
come is because a lot of times when we talk 
about tax relief, you just hear slogans and 
numbers. And I think it’s important to put 
a face on tax relief so that the people who 
are deciding whether or not you're going to 
keep your taxes low actually hear what tax 
relief means for families. 


The tax relief we passed, by the way, re- 
duced all rates. We said, “Let’s be fair about 
it. You pay taxes; you get relief,” as opposed 
to playing politics with tax relief. But we also 
did some other things. We helped small busi 
nesses. We raised the child credit. If you re 
a mom or dad raising kids, raising the child 
credit helps. We reduced the marriage pen- 
alty. See, the Tax Code ought to encourage 
marriage, not penalize marriage 

How much money did you save? 

Mrs. Dotson. We saved $2,000 

The President. Yes, see, that’s probably 
not a lot for some of them in Washington. 
three zeroes attached to it 
[Laughter| What did you do with it? 

Mrs. Dotson. We used our money to up- 


It’s only got 


grade and renovate our home to upgrade our 
plumbing and also to remodel our boys room 
to give them a desk and to make their room 
more conducive to doing their schoolwork. 

The President. Yes, that’s a good thing, 
isn't it, guys? You will do your schoolwork 
and we re remodeling your room so you ll do 
so. Did you do the work yourself? 

Mrs. Dotson. No, actually we did part of 
it ourselves, but we also hired a plumbing 
contractor to do our plumbing 

The President. Yes. see, here’s the way 
the economy works We increase demand for 
a service. Tax relief caused these people to 
make a decision that enabled a plumbing 


contractor to find additional work. No telling 
whether the plumbing contractor needed to 
expand his job base because of your demand 
but nevertheless, money starts moving. See 
the role of Government, in my judgment, is 
to set priorities fund those priorities, and let 
people keep as much money as we can, be- 
cause you can spend your money better than 
the Federal Government can 

Okay, real quick. That bus is beginning to 


warm—I can smell its diesel fumes 


ter|—and I've got a little more to say. 
One thing, though, is that they're talking 
about in the Tax Code. You 


might have heard me say it the other night 


\laugh- 


permanency 


if we don’t make the tax relief permanent, 


these people's taxes are going up, and that’s 
a mistake. It affects their family. It affects 
their planning. It affects their comfort. It will 
also affect the economy. Congress needs to 
listen to people like these good folks and 
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keep that tax relief that we passed perma 
nent 

Before I answe1 some questions I do want 
to talk about how to kee p America sater. | 
just want to give you some principles on 
which I'm making decisions. First and for 
with the enemy 


most, you cannot negotiate 


These people are—vou cant hope for the 
best with them. You cannot sit down and ra 
That’s not the way 


are These are pe ople who have adopt d ull 


tionalize with them ther 


ideology ol hatred and used terror to sh ike 


our will. They use terror as 


drive us out of the world ind stop the march 


stakes of the 


for freedom. That’s just the 


ind the retore, we must be 


never vielding. We 


countries so we do 


world we live In 


must tind 


resolute, firm 
them in other 
to face them here at hom« 
Secondly, second point 1s when 


he tter meal 


the sake of peace and freedom. I ju 


dent savs some thing he 


a couple of things I want to share with 


] 


I said if you—this is a different | 


By the wa I neve unted te 


President If they would ha 
a list ol things that VC 
President it 


] 
CHOICE 


would 
This Var W is | 


came to our soil. We 


didn’t ask for 


the hand—tl 


ied Ili CAVES und. hiding 

fore, the doctrine 

i terrorist 

has heen 

I said that 

Chey re no long 1th ] 

for it because Afghanistan is no long 
And the Afghan 


haven for Al Qaida 
ind that ¢ 


| also told the 


ire better off ounts 

{ | 

HamneS OF OU! 
more importantly those who we 
When we put 

1 

have all the resources you'll need to fight and 
Obvious} 


there’s a difference of opmnion about that in 


1! 


form vou in harm’s wa\ yu tl 


win the war against the terrorists 


this campaign 
I went to Congress last September ind 
funding for om 


proposed supplemental 


Se pt 


a tool to trv to 


f 1833 
troops in harm S Wa) body armor fuel am- 
munition spare parts equipment that was 
necessary to uphold the promise to those 
who wear the 


that we'll 


uniform and their loved ones 
support them in their mission 

and we got great bipartisan support. That 
means Democrats and Republic ans voted for 


All but 12 people in the United 


> 


this initiative 


States Senate ot 


voted for the funding 
vhom are my opponent and his runningmat 
Do vou know that there was only four United 
States Senators who voted for the 


iwWainst the 


authoriza 


funding for ou 


tron Of wal but 
1 
i 


troops in ind two of those are 


I 
my opponent and his runningmate 


lar S Va\ 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. So they asked him 
said, “Well 
He said, “] 


| 
lO 


the \ 
vhy did you make this decision? 
| for the $87 bil 


ictually did vote 
And then they 


I ] 
ind he finally ended up 


before I voted watnst it 
Kept pressing him 


Saving it Was a complicated matter. There is 


} 
] 


nothing complicated ibout supporting oul 


C(rOOps In COn Dat 


Third point two more points—2 more 


ints, and I'm going to answer voun ques 

i threat ve must deal 
iterializes, before it comes 
i lesson of sept mber the 


1 
lesson that our country 


that d ' 


You se¢ 
! its prior to September 

th nd sav Wi might deal 
We may leal 


, ' 
ome tk 


And that nig 
tor peopl tO ul tand the 


on 


with it 
vith it but sure ly its not 
harm LS he re il home 

and it’s r¢ lly important 
CONSCCGUETICeS 


| 
Lith 


| 
tembet the 


And thi S \ vhen | Saw 
Saddam Hussein 


a threat with 

vent to the ( Ong¢gress and 

There’s a threat Chey understood it 
] 


looked at the 


said 
Che \ 


ind they remembered the 


Same int lice nce I did 
same history of 


America He 


weapons of mass destruction. He 


this ouy He's an enemy of used 
harbored 
terrorists. He invaded his neighbors. He 
killed thousands of own citizens. That’s the 
a threat. And Congress looked 
at that intelligence and said, “Yes, Mr 


dent, we agree with you. He’s a threat. 


definition of 
Presi- 


And 
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they authorized the use of force. My Oppo- 
nent voted ves when it came time to author 
IZING the use of force. He looked at the very 
Same inte lligence 1 did and came to the same 
conclusion I did 

Phe last choice of a Commander in Chief 
is to put his troops pul the troops im harm’s 
United Nations. We 
tried diplomac v to deal with the threat before 
materialized. The U.N. Security 


vote d OVE rwhe Imingly to say to Sad 


av. So | wet the 


it fully 
Council 
dan Lisc lose di 


Le wasn t 


SaTihi ) i SCTIOUS COn 


listen As hi 
onored 

sent 

th il 


Ons 
no was 
rie Minister 
r dad 
Val vith Jap Phe 
\ lot of 
And vet today bU ve 
a long time i 


but 


All 
Vere 


blood iS spilled 


ars—it 
58 vears old 


you re 


} 
it's not so long in the march 
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of historv—60 years later, I'm sitting down 
at the table with talking about 
keeping the peace Liberty has transformed 


this man 


Japan into—an enemy into an ally. It’s a pow 


erful force in history 
Liberty and freedom are powe rful. They re 


powerful | believe every heart longs for lib 


] ] ] 
erty. I think it’s wrong to condemn people 


I 


to tvranny. I don’t think it upholds the ideals 


ot our country to say Certain peopl can 


be free ind other peopl cant be free. Cer 


tain peopl int to be free and other people 
i i . : : 
| beneve ¢ 


freedo 


don't want to hye 


} 


Wants to ( 


i rvbod\y 


s the \| 


tre Se 
he LLLS¢ 


mighty (,0d 


eC VE don 

1 
tp iceful 
: ] 
uid 


h urd 


Caving 


peact 

Vell Wi ( Ol the 
r country 
] 


this 


ful world 


ms tron 


l l 
my the Dus 


; 


Salute to the President 


Q. TI Mr. Presid 
The President. | can tell 
"ee ee | 
Q. Tl , 
The President. | 


uess the branch ol 


Mi 
i Navy pilot 
Ira Freedom fo1 Oy 


i 
he 
rere 


SeTVICE 
serv) 


The 
Q. Ti is tlying 
Line ol i 

The President. Yes 
Q. And Olli he half ot Wy 


ou would permit rie 


President. 
rie 


on 


son, | was won 
" 
Chie hono1 ol 


al Navy 


dering if 


giving our Commander in Chief a re 


ind not i flip flop 


salute 
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The President. God bless you. Thank you 
Chat’s great. Thank you, sir. I appreciate that 
Okay, ves, sir, you got a question? Thank 


you made mV morning Tell your son than! S 
Jobs/President’s Legacy 


Q. Mi 
a question My 


President, I have a comment 
is that 
Ohio Cat 
headquarte red here in Broadview Heights 
has added 100 jobs 

The President. Thank you 

Q. And those jobs are 


untOn 


comment since 


" 
summer, my company which 


uMmoOn jobs 
+} 


and he’ ( 


jobs hourly salary 
throughout Ohio. So I'm proud of that 
I think you can be too 
The President. | am proud of that, tha 
Q. As vou look backwards 


vou! 


] 
ind for 


} 


‘ ] 
ove! two administrations, what cd 


legacy 


see as your most Important 


American peop! 
The President. Yes, thank you. Pex 
atter the count 


more 


a Presidenc 
and the 
Phere will be 


understand the great \ luc 


5 vears ol 
SCCLITE vorld is t more 


ful plac more countt 
ol unle ishi 
hopes and ispirations of their own 


See, the foreign 


policy of the count 
a while had been, let’s just hope 
in the Middle East, that the 
tol freedom that stability 
tant. But 
a stable 


ment 


underneath 
environment 
And the 


with these 


] 

iong-run solution in 
, 

ideologues wh have 

i] , 

dark vision of the wo 


of freedom. is to hold up th hope S 


I 
rations of its peopl 
And we're making progress. Ren 
Afghanistan is now heading to freedoi 
is becoming free. That will serve as a p 
ful example for othe countries in the 
borhood My hop and dre 


} 


iis ire t 
, — 
Palestinians shirk lead rship that had de 


the this kind of path to free democrac 
vho belic 


in the hope s and aspirations of their ») opk 


find reformers, young reformers 


so that a free and peace ful society car 
exist with Israel. I think that would be 


or 
legacy, of moving liberty to—around the 
world 


At home 


] ] ] { 
systems reé sponded and challenged that soft 


the le Facy will be that the si hool 


Sé pt 


f 


bigotry of low « xpectation and raised the bars 
and standards, corrected problems early be 
fore theyre too late, and made sure that 
every child has al ¢ hane c to realize his Ol het 
dreams. I can't think of a better legacy than 
a school system which responds to the de P 
est desire of every parent that his or her child 
has a chance to realize th promise of Amet 
ICa 

As well I think it’s very important for our 
society to be a society based upon personal 


responsibility that each of us must be re 
sponsibl for the decisions we make mn le 
and 


Let's sec Let me get this lady he re 


the nyou Yes Hla alll 


Voting for the President 
Q. When I vote for 
he man that I'm willing to leave my chil 


And I just 


proud that I'm JOM 


President, Um voting 


srande hildren to 


that I'm 


| } 
are li wid TH 


vant to say 
? ] 


to De voting tor you 


The Well 


1 
much. | ippreciat that 


President. thank 


vou 


You got a qui stion? You re next. Be think 


ing ot iquestion 


Laughte / 


Tax Reform 


| Vas hoping vou could comme nt on 


I 

iX reform you re referring to 

IRS and 
en going as tar as lool Ingata flat tax 
The President. No | apprec iate that. One 

of the intiquat d parts of our society is the 


Tax Code It's complicate d It’s full ol loop 


it app! es to revising the navbe 
| : 


holes ind | he lic ve it me eds to be simplific d 


} 1 
| know that Senator Voinovich 


simplified When I said it in my 


needs to be 
convention 
speech I thought he was going to fly right 
and vive mea hug | was 


Laughtei 


up on the st 


hoping he 


] 1 ] 
talk d about this be 1ore 


But we've 


And we're going to bring Republicans and 


Democrats tog ther. I'm not going to pre 


judg the outcome. It’s certainly one 
I've been 


} 
isked 1n 

] 

you in tavor of the 


of the flat tax? 


option 
i variety of venues Are 


] 
Sales tax? Are ! 


Vou ln tavor 
What I’m in favor of is chang 

Tax Code to make it easier to under 
stand and more simple. I think by simplifying 
will 


\ complex code that is hard to un 


ing the 


} 
the code we encourage economic 


JTOwWtTH 
] 


' 
derstand and re quires enormous amounts of 
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paperwork and time and lawyers and _ ac- 
countants is really counterproductive to eco- 
nomic growth 


So its going to be important for me not 


to prejudge the outcome, but I am not going 
| 


to prejudge—I will not hold back in saying 
that I'm adamant about bringing these peo 


pl toe ther and to pres nta plan to the Con 
vou to fill 


out your taxes and make it easier for 


GTeSS that will make it easier for 
you to 
And that’s the best 
thing we can do with tax relief 


Ye S, Ita all 


realize the system is fair 


Broccoli 
Q. Do you like broccoli? 
The President. Do | like bro ( oli? It’s 


I'm not nearly as turned off by it as 


I] 
eally want to 


{ I kind o top ol the hrox 
Laughte { t the stall itself 


] 
mt vood 


2004 Election/Afghanistan 
v. \\ h il 


ure that uu 


| 
ul 


The President. Yes, than 1, Sil vas 


iOp head 


ye a dw 
| isk that questior sth nd 


I was hoping to g meahies 


| 
mister peopl t 


| ; 
i i 

Did | tell vo tall 

10 million peopl l Afghanistan today 


No O} i\ It's hare to | lie 


« 


to ore bout 


+ 


l ve isnt it 
in Afohanistan have reg 


1 
pDeonte 
i 


1 
Hion 


Its amazing—it’s amazing 
Prior to sep 


nk ibout that 
1 onl 


Lith 
I 


Ve | prior to later on in 


2001. these Vere 


still living in the clutches « 


These barbaric peopl vould not 


| 
Phey 
‘ 


the public square if they 


| } 
viris go to s hool 


youn 

their 

" 

didn't toe 


| 


1 
Know, toe the inne 


vould whip 
mothers in 


their dark Islam 
vere the opposite 
America We 


re spect human 


ision ol you 
They 
of the kind of peopl ve are in 
respect human rights. We 
dignits We value the freedom to vorship the 
They're the 
vet. 3 vears later peopl ire lining up to vote 


f the fact 
that the Taliban is jerking people off a bus 


vay you want to opposite and 


10 million people This is in spit 
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and executing them because they're holding 
registration cards or they were workers trying 
to get peopl to register. You cannot stop 
liberty. It’s a powerful force. People want to 
be free 

Now 
shouldn't take that liberty for granted in oun 
And 


I would ask you to find friends and neighbors 


the reason I bring that up is, we 


country, and we have a duty to vote 
and register them to vote Republicans, inde 
pendents discerning Democrats, like Zell 
Miller, for ¢ xample 
Secondly, talk up the 
the 


you ve 


Get on 


Calnpaign 


We b 


page georgewbush.com, and_ if 


got questions about issues, if you've 
this 


read up on it 


got questions ibout igenda I laid out 


And then 

He res 
Here’s why I believe Amel 
ee | ] 


ica will he a more a Sale place ana 


| more years ot George 


last Thursday night 
talk to a friend or ne ighbor and say 


lweVeS 


what he be 
hope ful 


place under 4 Bush 


Here's the specific agenda item.” If you 
ai } 
just tel them he’s the kind of 


] ] 
+ 
ice what he said he was 


stu k 
cloe Sin ott FONG to 
do on the camp on trail You mgn remind 
th m that | 


\ | . 
\nd then election tiie 


he Ip find 
This iS a matte! 


j peopl to vote 
~ | 


people in them out 
i i 


] ] 
ot encoura ind then see 


] ] 
t that they do vote It's really mmMpor 
I 


vrassroots politic S And I want 


1 ! 
to thank for asking that question. | was 
supposed te sav that 


, j 
Laught 
Let's see 


right off the bat 
ouple of more Yes 


Philosophical Differences in the 2004 
Election 
Q. Mr. P 
ership first of all 
difference he 


esident thank vou for vour ad 
Can you highlight the star} 
Kerry s 
versus vours with re spt ct to the 
] 


] 
tween the policies oO} 


Camip indi 


vidual psvch It’s clear that the economi 


polic ies ol 
you can't take care of yourself 
The President. Right 

Q. ire 


whic h IS 


Wi I take care otf vou hecause 


much different from yours 
We'll create an environment to 
support you as an individual 
the right-to-lift 


individual in the womb 


not to mention 


issue, which doesn’t value the 
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The President. Right, yes. 
about 


Let me tall 


that. There is a—we have a philo 
sophical difference. I believe that Govern 
ment ought to unleash the creative talents 
of the American people ought to stand by 
people that we need to transform the svs 
tems of Government so as to help people r 

alize their dreams. In other words, that’s why 
health savings accounts are important That's 
in the Medicare reform 


Phat s why 


why seniors Were 


viven more choices on the edu 


cation reform, we raised standards. We said 


You 


before theyre 


measure, but correct problems early 
too late If not 


additional options 


TIVE parents 


Vl 
That’s why we. on th 
tax relief, said that vou can spt nd your mone 
Federal Government can 

In other words, it’s thi philosophy that 

] ] 


dadoing, as opposer 


i} 


far wiser than the 


drives much of what we re 
to a philosophy that says, “Here’s 
program like on health care Het 
program that will « mpowel! the Fede 
ernment. The Federal Government 
this. The Federal Gov 
that The | 


this cle cision 


cick ernment V 


cide ederal Government 


| 
is if the peop 


make | 


dec ide tor thems« Ives 
the Ii 


And SO usa 


opponent 1S 


oe 
for expanding 
| u 


Federal Government 


opportunity tor mdi 
i 


, 1+] 
ward to the phiosop 
I 


Arctic National Wildlife Refuge/Energy 
Policy 

Q. Ohio loves vou. I had to say 

The President. Thank you. | 

Q. | support drilling in ANWR 
wanted to know what vour position i 
The President. Yes, | 


much The 


ippreciate 

qu stion 1s vhethe oO! 

should explore Ol much nee at d resel 
i 


what's called ANWR 


which is i part ol 
ka I believe we 


should and | know 
do so in environmentally friendly w 

vould be the s 
Ohio. In 


on W hat 


ri explain it to you now so you underst 
that the drilling area 
an airport in Cleveland 


words, it would be would be 


youl airport and the rest of the entiré 


here would have no exploration at al In 


other words, the pad the vlace at which they 
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f 1837 


would place the equipment to drill for much- 
needed crude oil and natural gas, would be 
the size of the airport region here inside your 
entire county. It’s a very small part of the 
world. 
Secondly 


mentally friendly wavs 


I know we can do it in environ 

Thirdly, it’s important Thev say that had 
we been exploring there a decade ago we'd 
have an additional million barrels of oil com 
That is necessarv when 
In other 


the cde mand lor energy has 


ing into our country 
we're in a world of tight supply 
words, there’s 
FOr up primarily because of China’s growth 
And the supplies of crude around the world 
And so if 


you re depend nt on foreign sources of en 


are not keeping up with demand 


ergy like we are you get attec ted alt the Gas 
That additional million barrels of oil 
| 


would mave 


pulp 


i day iuffected world price and 


vould have helped Ame rica become le ss de 


pe nae nt on tore ign source s of « nergy 


ire concerned as to whether or not 


| ry] re 
Cali ¢ pro! 


People 
I 

vithout ruining the environ 

ment I believe Ve 

so. | e the te hnology Wailabl 


No there ire 


] ! 
shoul 


| belies ve Call can do 
know Ve ha 
listen, Tve said we 
off the 


uit it There are 


ploring coast of 4 ali 


SOT 


parts ol 
i 


hie rr V¢ I] not explore But there 


son place s where. in this country. where 
! 


] ] 
unpie re can do so without 


And it’s a ra 
s of the 


SeTVeS. W 
the environment 


tional policv based upon the realiti 
i 

) 

21st centun 


{ lke d 


, 
Ot the 


George il have ibout this hy 


tore ought to 
America 
We can do so with new technologies. We can 


] : : 
do so in a way that Improves the quatity ol 


I think one things we 


is to expand nucieal power In 


our air, and it certainly makes us less de pend 


} 


ent on foreign sources of energy 


| kane W We need to continue to explore 
cl in coal technologie s. and we re doing that 
We Ve 

an ust 


ay We re 
} 


petore 


] 
got ample money in our budget so that 
] - 
coal in environmentally friendly 
more 


using ethanol than evei 


} } ] 
ind that makes sense. It seems like 
that we 


research and deve lopment Ca 


} 


to me ought to be using our great 


pacities to ex 
I 
pand wavs to be able to use sovbeans and 
corn as energy sources. Nothing better than 


] 
some President sitting down some day, and 
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they come in with the crop report, and they 
Say Corn 1s up We got more bushels than 
evel before and there tore we Tre less de 
pendent on foreign sources of energy 

I know we Can encourage more 


I fully believe 


in a pr riod of transition here 


conserva 


tion, and we do so that we're 
in America, and 
that tec hnology is going to solve much of our 
And 


research ind 
budge ts to look 


energy needs that’s vhy ve ve got 


development in oul 
fol ditt rent 


hvdrocarbons or not even use hy 


! 
alnpt 
Vays in whi h 
\¢ { 


il) tise 


’ | 
drocarbons at al And one such initiative is 


the hyvdroge n-powere d automobile We be 
re less than a decade away 

vat on the 

vhole nature 


We'll be abl 


nanads ind t { ! 1rhie become less 


trom get 
( hange 
Amer 


Consumel de 


} | 1] 
market vhich Vil 

! 
of how ve travel mm 


to meet thre 


cle nt on energy 
{ } 
you tor asking question 
] ! 
i iong complic ited answ 
' 


Last que stion. Yes, ma’a 
yom to get on the bus 
Military Absentee Ballots/Service to 
America 

Q. Ye S Mi UT undson IS 
Se] iv AS Middl | ast 
And if | ra ¢ | the last 
The President. Y« 
Q. The mil 
d this ve arr 
The President. concerned 


the vill be 4 apprecia \ l iViIn¢g that 


( le ( hon 
| 


unted 


ital ! \ gy { he 


counte 


| ] | 
I think th \ il ney re gom¢ 


hope SO We 
] 


essons tl ast 


cert tinh 


counted | 


} 
a Sore ( uiipalgn 


ve VE got to hye 1: Ve needed r lec 
tion retorms. We passed yood \ »encoul 
1 vsood. honest elections ind nake 


that the 


sure 
honest 


counted 


registrations are 
| 
to make sure that every 


And | 


iwareness whe nit comes to counting the S¢ 


m confident that there i greate! 


} 


] 
ballots 


1 


I want vou to vhere IS The 


Yd. Inaudibl 
The President. Okay Well 
nol supposed to know then. if 


And I'm not 


don { } now 


good you re 


vou don't 


know Laught ] going to tell 
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you. No, | don’'t—|laughter I don’t know 
But find him and tell him the Com 


mander in Chief is incredibly proud of his 


either 


service. He s serving in historic times 

Okay, one more thing, yes 

Q. We haven't heard from him in aroun 
7 to 8S weeks, so we're really concerned 

The Yes. Well 
ought to us his name. Give it to 
that ugly-looking guy right ther laugh 


fe? Todd Yes he'll be fine 


President. mavbe you 


just Give 


yf tol those ot vou vho've got 


a loved one in harm’s way, they're s« rving 


his world is changing It’s 
changing United States of Amer 
IS le iding We re leading he cause ot ou 


If interest We re 


duty and thats to secure the 


I} historic tunes 


because the 


lead | 
eadading because 


aot " 


i sole mn duty ol | rotecting 


But we re ilso le ding 


homeland. It’s 


the Ame 
] 


1 
DCCALSE 1Ove 


in people 

liberty 
no desire to occup territory 
Wi ( interested in conquering invbody 
We i rested 
the oO! un Dy finding these 
the lj ing their 


them te jul ad \ tel d in se 


in protecting ourselves In 
| id 


peopl vher 


] ] 
plans, Dringing 


curmmg ou he long run bec LLIS¢ Ve 


1 
know the po | 
I 


er of liberty can transform soci 


eties to be pe weful and hopefu societies 
Your 1) JT indson Ul indson? 
1 
son 1s i n histori 


1 fully 


to his OTs kids 


times. Sometin 


this he I look b ind Say 
You know [h 
eri i during this tir e ot transi 
vorld is better for what I did 
God bless vou all Thanks for « 


ippreciate it. On to victon Thank you all 


honor 


tion, and t 


oming. | 


Spoke i 


NoTI | 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights Hi 

his remat Tt referred to Janet Voinovi 
Voinovich Brian 
principal Bre sville 
School: Ma 
Height OH 
Brecksville. OH 
plaver 


esident 


ot Senat 
Broad 
Glenn R. Goodwin 
Mayor Jerr 
former protessiot baseball 
Michael Hargrov Pi Minister 
Juni hiro Ko um of Japan nd | dd Be vel Spe 
cial Assistant to the P 


resident and Deputy Dire 
tor of Advance 
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Good morning. America is the 


most dedicated, innovative, and ¢ 
And thanks t 
America s 
and growing stronge) 
rl 
144.000 


60.000 


ers in the world 


and enterp! iS¢ 


1 1 
i@armed th 


August 


] 
11S past VECCK We 


new jobs inal 


Tiare obs Li 
stin Ht 


\ iously ( 


} 
ul 


And tl 


reent 


~ | 
out i] llion 1 


IiewW 


) ] 
ie unemplovment rate has 
{ 


] ] 
1 ica4r | 


i 
last Sunil 


ol the 197 


] 
proud 
I 
Dav 


IS 


)p) inding 
I 

, 
ind 


speci 
I 

] 
peop 
I I 
per 
i 

] 
vorkers ane 


fairer, prog 


partisan ettort to 
Federal Tax Code 
In this tin ol h 


} 


, : 
hack to school fo lea 


will double the 


to go 


skills. so we num 


Bush 


» thei schedules 


eCCONOT! 
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served by our principal job training program 


ind increase funding for our community col 
Wie 
the 


VvorKers 


l ges outdated labor laws 


\ ill change 
] 


) ] 
home to make workplace more family-friendh 


their 
through comp-time and flex-time 


} 


lecen ind control 


VIVE more ovel 


1" rong lave a plan to create American op 
that 
and other 
reliet 
re lief 
1ewW bi 


Il also 


and ( ar 


ZONES communities 


it 
i 


textile 


tax 


] 
provice 
l 


re culator 
attract | 


1 | ys. W 


LTnY 


iS] 


Vl Itt 


} } 
hous wb ti cation 


opportun nes so the se communities m 


thre resources 


} 
Pure 


lan owl 


Remarks in Kirtland, Ohio 


Septe mber 4 D004 


Thank Listen 


The President. all 
there’s nothing better than taking a Saturday 


you 


eT OF peopl 
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] 
bus ride with your family laughte: espe 


cially in Ohio. Thanks for coming out today 
It's gre 


so many people turning out. It 


at to be in Lake County. | appreciate 
like 


Counts and Ohio is Bush ( hene y coun 


le Af ks 


1 1: . 
| belie VE you got to get out vith the people 
i 


ind ask for the 
today. 'm here 
ind I’m here to ask for vour help 
Four 
Ve irs! Foun more 
The President. 1m going 


] ] 
hy | think 


vote ind that’s what we're 


doing to ask tor vour vote 


Audience members. 
| our more 


SONS Ou oOUu?g 


And 

voters, register ince pe ndents and disc rning 
You heard Zell Miller the othe: 

night. He re presents a lot of folks who under 
stand that with 4 Dick Cheney 


iste! 


Democrats 


more years 
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and I will make this country safer 
and better 
We ré 


election 


stronge! 


approaching an historic national 
and the time fon choosing is getting 
closer. ('m looking forward to « unpaigning 
State State full 


] { ] ] 
I'm looking forward to talk 


mn you! 


' 
ol great pe Opl 


ing about the records we've built, the convic 
hold 


| fully 


You've got a great 


tions we ind the vision that guides us 
residential 
ontest over the And so 
Ill te I] you vhe re | 


| iH le id this 


forward understand a | 


ruture 


contest 1s a ¢ 


our State 


stand. what I believe, and wher 


country 


And that’s wl 


ortant Ke cle ral 


school n 

the mn 
ire challenging 

\ tavions Wer raisi 

We're using accountability 

out 


We 


, 
in history 


Ame rh 


ind 


idded 1] 
1 veal 
ploym« nt 

point below last summer. It is lo 
erage rate ol the L97TOs the 


1990s Ther Ss more 
State 


ver than the 
1980s, and the 
work O he done here 


of Ohio. | 


le looking for work and can’t 
people lOOKING TOr WOrk and Can t 


in the understand there’s 
find a job 


We will not rest until they do find a job 
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We're making progress and we're not turn 
ing back 
I believe the job of the President is to con 
not pass them on to future 
generations 


front problems 
Presidents and future I believe 
the most solemn duty of the American Presi 
dent is to protect the American people it 
America shows uncertainty and weakness in 
this decade, the world will drift toward trag 
edy. This will not happen on my watch 
Audience 
Four more years! Four more years 
The President. (m running with a clear 
and positive plan to build a safer world and 


' 
more years 


members. Fou 


a more hopeful America. ['m running with 
a Compassionate conservative philosophy that 
Government should help peopl improve 
their lives, not try to run their lives. I believe 
Nation wants steady, consistent prin 


cipled leadership And that is why, with youn 


this 


help we're going to carry Ohio and win a 
great national victory in Novembe 

One of the things I talked about the other 
night in New York was how this world of 
ours is changing People are changing jobs 


Women are 


house but now outside of the 


working not only inside 
house as 
It Sa different world trom the world ot our 
parents and grandparents, yet most of the 
fundamental systems of our country haven't 
changed The Tax ¢ ode the health cove rave 
the pension plans, the worker training wel! 
created for the world of yesterday, not for 
We're 

systems so that all citizens are equippt d 


prepared and 
i 


tomorrow going to transtorm these 
ind 
thus truly free to make youn 
own choice S SO vou Can pursue youl dre ult 
Any good plan starts with making sure peo 
ple can find work. Any good plan makes sure 
that we expand hope and opportunity vith 
jobs inh 


a growing economy. To create mor 


America, America must be the best place 


the world to do business lo create jobs In} 
America, Congress must get my energy plan 
to mv desk so we become less de pe ndent 
on toreign sources of energy. To create more 
jobs in America, we must open up markets 
around the world for U.S. goods and services 
We open up our markets my message to 
other countries like China is, “You open up 
yours.” We can compete with anybody, any 
where, anytime, so long as the rules are fait 


To create more jobs in America, we must 
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get rid of these junk lawsuits that threaten 
our small-business owners. To create more 
jobs here, we’ve got to be wise about how 
we spend your money 

See, I believe Government can set prior 
ities and fund those priorities and let you 


keep more of your own money. My philos 


ophy says, “We're good at some things, but 
once we fund those things, you can spend 
your money far better than the Federal Gov 
ernment can 

In orde1 to make sure this eCCOnOoTHY Grows 


And there 


we have a difference of opinion in this cam 


we've got to keep your taxes low 
paign. I'm running against a fellow who has 
already promised over $2 trillion of new Fed- 
eral programs if he’s elected 

Audience members. Boo 0-0! 

The President. That's a lot. That’s 
Senator from Massachusetts. So 
they asked him the other day 


a lot 
even tor a 
How are 
And he said that old 
Oh 


we'll pay for it by taxing the rich 


you 
going to pay tor it? 
line we've heard before don’t worry 
We have 
heard that line before. First of all, vou can’t 
raise enough money to pay for all those pro 
grams by taxing the rich, and secondly, you 
know how it works. They get accountants and 
stuck with the bill. But 


We're going to 


lawvers and you ve t 


we re not going to let him 
carry Ohio and the country 

Thank you all for being here. I appreciate 
you coming 


Audience members. Four more vears! 
Four more vears! Four more vears! 


The President. i little 


talked about creating what’s called American 


Today earliet | 
opportunity zones. These will help commu 
lost 
textile, and other jobs. For example, an area 


like greater Cleveland will be able to apply 


nities recovering trom manufacturing 


for tax relief and investment incentives and 
regulatory relief, specifically designed to at 
tract new businesses and new jobs. 

Another drag on our economy is the Fed 
eral Tax Code. Yes, that Tax Code is a com- 
plicated mess. It’s filled with special interest 
loopholes You realize it takes 6 billion hours 
of paperwork and headache every year to 
comply with the Tax Code. In a new term 
I will lead a bipartisan effort to reform and 
simplify the Federal Tax Code. 
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In a new term, we'll help our workers by 
expanding access to community colleges sO 
they can gain the skills necessary to fill the 
jobs of the 21st century. Let me tell you what 
else we need to do. In a time of change, most 
new jobs are filled by people with at least 
2 years of college. That’s the realities of the 
21st century. Yet one in four of our students 
gets there. In our high schools, we'll fund 
early intervention programs to help students 
at risk. We'll place a new focus on math and 


we I] 


exam before graduation. By raising perform 


science. Over time re quire ngorous 
| ? 
ance in our high schools and expanding Pell 


grants to low- and middle-income families 


we will help more Americans start their ca 
reer with a college education 

In changing times, we've got to do more 
to make quality health care available and at 
fordable. One 


small busine SS employees and their families 


half of all the uninsured are 


Small businesses are having trouble affording 


health care. So in a new term, we must allow 
small firms to join togethe r to pure hase insun 
ince at the discounts that big companies get 

We're going to offer tax credits to encour 
age small businesses and their « mployec s to 
set up health savings accounts. In a new 
term, I'll ensure every poor county in Amer 
1 community or rural health centet 
health care 


we ve got to get rid 


, 
iCa Has 
And to make sure we improve 
for vou in Lake County 


of these frivolous lawsuits that are running 


up the cost of medicine 


I 
docs out of practice Weve sot a 


and running you! 


national 


probl m when it comes to these frivolous 


lawsuits. I don’t think you can be pro doctor 
pro hospital and pro patient, and pro plain 
titt-attorney time | 


My oppone nt made 


at the same think you 


have to make a choice 

his choice, and he put him on the ticket 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. | made my choice 


medical liability reform 


I'm tor 
now 

In changing times, there’s nothing lik 
owning something to bring stability to your 


life. We're 


home ownership in 


gomg to continue to promote 
America Phe 
ownership rate in our country is at an alltime 
high Nothing better than knowing more 
people are opening the door to their house 
and saying, “Welcome to my home. Welcome 
to my piece of property 


home 
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, 
As well if youre a younger worker, you 


better look at that Social Security system very 


seriously. Older guys like me are just fine 
But the 
fiscal solvency of Social Security is in doubt 


when it comes to Social Security 


if you're a younger worker. We'll strengthen 
Social Security by allowing younger workers 
to save some ol their taxes Ina personal Sa\ 
ings account, an account they call their own 
an account they can pass on from one genera 
tion to the next 

In this world of change, there are some 
things that do not change, the values we try 
to live by and 


courage Compassion rey 


erence and integrity. The institutions that 


bring us stability must not change, our fami 


They 


a culture 


lies religious congregations deserve 
We stand for of life 
in which every person matters and every per 
counts Wi 


provide a safety net of merev and compas 


oul support 


son believe religious charities 


Sion and our Government must never dis 


criminate against them. Because the union 


of a man ind wothan deserves an honored 


place in our society, I support the protection 
of marriage against activist judges. I will con 
tinue to appoint Federal judges who know 
the diff rence between pt rsonal opluon and 
the strict interpretation ol the law 

This will 
America re sponds to the continuing dange1 
Since the terrible morning of 
Lith, 200] 
the terrorists across the Earth 


election also determine how 
of terrorism 
September the we have fought 
not for pride 
but because the lives of ow 


it stake 


not tor powel 
citizens are 
Audience members. 
U.S.A.! 
The President. Our strategy is clear. We 
are defending the homeland. We’re 
We're strengthening 


We re 


will strike the 


trans 
forming our military 
oul intelligence services 
the offensive We 


abroad sO Wwe 


staying on 

terrorists 
do not have to face them here 
at home 

Audience members. U.S.A! U.S.A)! 
U.S.A! 

The President. We are working to ad 
vance liberty in the broader Middle East be 
cause freedom will bring hope and the peace 
we all want 


we will prevail 


By being resolute and strong, 
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Our strategy is succeeding. Four years ago 
Afghanistan was the home base of Al Qaida 
Pakistan 


groups; Saudi Arabia was fertile ground for 


was a transit point for terrorist 
terrorist fundraising; Libya was pursuing nu 
clear weapons; Iraq was a gathering threat 
A] Qaida was largely unchallenged as_ it 
planned its attacks. Because we acted, today 
the Government of a free Afghanistan is 
fighting terror; Pakistan is capturing terrorist 
leaders; Saudi Arabia is making raids and ar 
rests; Libya is dismantling its we apons pro 
grams; the army of a free Iraq is fighting for 
freedom: and more then three quarters ol \| 
Qaida’s key members and associates have 
been detained or killed. We have led. Many 
have joined and America and the world ire 
sater 

This progress involved careful diplomacy 
clear moral purpose and some tough deci 
sions, and the toughest came on Lraq. We 


knew Saddam Hussein’s record of aggression 
and support for terror. Rem mber, he sub 
sidized th bombers. He 
harbored Abu Nidal and his organization. He 


let Zarqawi run free in Baghdad, and _ his 


families of suicide 


crowd. We knew his long history of pursuing 
1 
and even UsIng we apons ot mass destruction 


And we know that Sept mber the L1th ro 


quires our country to think differently. Ws 
I, 


must take threats seriously before they fu 
materializ. 
And so I went to the 


I saw a threat 


Unite d States Con 
and I said to the Con 
And men 
of both political parties looked at the same 


YTeSss 
GTeSS Do vou see a threat? hers 
intelligence I looked at and came to the same 
conclusion we And they 
force, including my opponent at 

to the 


And when they said on the 


withorized 
] 
| 


came to 
| 

ooked at 

He Callie 


the same intelligence same 


conclusion Floor 
Do vou vote to authorize the 


[ do 


The last commitment of the 


ot Congress 
use of force,” he said 
Commandet 
in Chief has got to be to put troops in com 
bat. The first commitment has got to be to 
And 
I said to 
a threat 


try to resolve problems diplomatically 
so I went to the United Nations 
that body, I said We see They 
looked at the same had 
looked at and again concluded that Saddam 
Hussein was a threat. They passed a resolu 


tion 15 to nothing that said, “Disclose, dis 


intelligence we 
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The tree 


world had spoken But as he had for over 


arm, OF face serious Consequences 


a decade, Saddam Hussein ignored the de 


mands of the free world 


He wasn't about 
to listen to the collective voice of the world 
As a matter of fact, he deceived inspectors 
that were sent into his country 

So I had a choice to make It’s the kind 
of choice that only comes to the Oval Office 
It’s the kind of decision no President would 
ask for but must be prepared to make. The 
decision was: Do I trust a madman and forget 
the lessons of S« pte mber the 11th, or defend 
our country? Given that choice, I will defend 
America every time 

Because we acted to defend our country 
50 million people have been liberated. Think 
about this, young women, young girls could 
not go to school in Afghanistan under the 
Faliban. Their mothers were whipped in the 
public squares. Yet because we acted, we're 
not only more secure, but 10 million people 


have 


registered to vote for the upcoming 
Presidential election in October. Iraq has got 
Minister and National Coun 


cil, and national elections are 


a strong Prime 
scheduled in 
January. The world is changing. Freedom is 
on the march 


Wi re 


stan and Iraq because when America gives 


standing with the people of Afghani 


its word, America must ke ep its word. We're 
] } 


also doing so because we're serving a historic 
sater. Sec 
Middle East will be 


hopeful societies which ho longer feed re 


cause that will make our country 
free societies in the 
sentment and breed violence for export Free 
Free 


in the Middle East will fight terrorists instead 


societies chang people governments 


of harboring them. That helps us keep the 
peace 

Our mission in those countries are cleat 
We'll help new leaders train their army so 
they can do the hard work of defending 
themselves against a few who want to deny 
the hopes of the many. We will help those 
countries head toward elections. We will help 
them get on the path ol stability and democ 
racy as quit kly as possible. And then our 
troops will return home with the honor they 
have earned 

We've got a fabulous United States mili- 
tary full of decent, honorable, and coura- 
geous people. I want to thank the veterans 
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who are here for having set such a great ex- 
ample for those who wear the uniform 

I made a pledge to those who wear the 
uniform and their families, we’d give them 
all they need so they can do their job. And 
that’s why I went to the Congress last Sep- 
and the Congress over- 
$87 billion of funding 


needed for our troops for body armor and 


tember proposed 


W helmingly passed 


fuel spare parts, ammunition, hazard pay 
health benefits, all that’s necessary to support 
them in their missions in lraq and Afghani- 
stan. And I was pleased that we received 
strong bipartisan support. As a matter of fact 
it was so strong that only 12 United States 
Senators voted against the funding 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Yes 


runningmate 


Two of them are my 
and his—my opponent and his 
runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Only United States 


Senators voted to authorize the use of force 


foul 


and then voted against funding our troops. 
[wo of those Senators were my opponent 
and his runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. So 
ind he said Well 
the $87 billion 
That’s a 

Audience members. Flip-flop! Flip-flop! 
Flip flop! 

The President. | bet you thev don't speak 
that way on the town square In the cities here 


in Lake 


and he said he’s proud of the vote. Then he 


they asked him why 
I actually did vote for 


before I voted against it 


County. They pressed him further 


just said The whole thing was a complicated 
matter.” There’s nothing complicate d about 
supporting our troops in combat 

Over the next 4 years, we'll continue to 
work with our friends and allies in the cause 
nearly 40 


nations involved in Afghanistan, some 30 na 


of freedom and peace There are 


tions involved in [raq. I'm proud of their con- 
with the 
leaders of those countries for making us all 
secure. But I will turn 
America’s national security decisions to lead- 


tributions. | appreciate working 


more never ovel 
ers of other countries 

I believe in the transformational power of 
liberty. That’s what I believe. I believe the 


wisest use of American streneth is to advance 
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freedom. I’ve been spending time with Prime 
Minister Koizumi of Japan. We sit at a table 
and discuss a lot of things. and one of the 
most important things we discuss is peace. 
Think about that. It wasn’t all that long ago 
in the march of history that my dad and your 
dads or granddads were fighting Japan in a 
And here 


today, because my predecessor and others 


brutal war. They were our enemy 


believed in the power of liberty to transform 


an enemy into an ally, because they stood 


strong in the face of the skeptics because 


they believed that freedom is the de epest de- 
sire of every human heart, that Japan is a 
And here I am talking 
talking about North Korea, 
how to make it work on the pea eful penin- 
sula, talking about Iraq, talking about how 
to bring terrorists to justice 


democracy and an ally 
about the peace 


Some day an 
American President will be sitting down with 
a duly elected leader of Iraq talking about 
the peace, and our children and grand 
children will be better off 

I believe millions in the Middle East plead 
in silence for their liberty. 1 believe that given 
a chance, they will embrace the most honor 
able form of government ever devised by 
man. I believe all these things, not because 
freedom is America’s gift to the world but 
because freedom is the Almighty God’s gift 
to every man and woman in this world 

I believe that the 21st century will be the 
century of liberty 


By promoting freedom 
here at home 


and abroad we will build a 
sater world and a more hop ful America 
We'll spread ownership and opportunity to 
every corner of this land. We'll pass the en- 
during values on to another generation. We'll 
continue to lead the world in the cause of 
freedom and peace 

For all 


tory will alwavs stand apart There are quiet 


] 
Americans, these vears in our his 


times in the life of a nation when little is 
exp cted of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. This is a time when we need firm re 
solve, clear vision, and a deep abiding faith 
in the values that make this a great nation 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began Sep- 
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I will never 
forget. I'll forget those workers in 
hardhats at the top of their lungs yelling at 


never 
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Whatever it takes 
hands with people who just came out of the 


me, | remember shaking 
rubble, the firefighters and the police who 
set such an incredibly powe rful example for 
bravery and courage and Compassion all 
across the country. The guy looked me in 
Do not let me down 
And since that day, I wake up thinking about 
will 
never relent in defending America whatever 
it takes. 


the eve, and he said 


how better to protect our country. | 


Four years ago, when I traveled your great 
State and asked for the vote, I made a pl dge 
I pledged that if vou honored me with this 
great responsibility, | would uphold the dig 
nity and the honor of the office to which | 
had been elected. With your help I will do 
so for the next 4 years 

God bless. Thanks for coming. God bless 


vou all. Thank vou all 


] 


spoke at noon at Lake 


Not! The President | 
Farmpark In his re marks he reterre d to Mavor 
David E. Anderson of Willoughby, OH: Senator 
Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the keynote ad 
dress at the Re public an National Convention: sen 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi 
Avad Allawi of the lraqi Interir 


Minister Junichir 


ior Al Qaida issociate 
Minister 


Government 


Prime 
and Prime 


Koizumi of Japan 
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The President. Thank you all for coming 
Thanks for being here. | appreciate you all 
coming out. There’s nothing better than tak- 
inga bus trip on a Saturday with your family 
Laughter| Nothing better than ending the 
bus trip in Erie, Pennsylvania 

I'm so honored so many came out 
hello. Thank vou. I'm here to ask for the vote 


I believe it’s important to get out amongst 


to Sa\ 


the people tell them what’s on your mind 
And that’s what to do 


haps I'm going to give you some reasons 


I'm here But per 
to put me back in, but perhaps the most im 
portant one ol all is so that Laura is the First 
Lady for 4 more years. Laura is a great mom 
and a great First Lady. I'm 
proud of the job she’s doing. I'm also proud 
of our daughters, Barbara and Jenna. Thank 
you for coming 


a great wile 


Sept f 


1845 


I'm proud of my runningmate too. [m run- 
a good man in Dick Cheney. | 
admit he’s not the prettiest face on the ticket. 
Laughter| 1 didn't pick him for his looks 


ning with 


| picked him because of his sound judgment 
his experience. I picked him because he can 
get the job done 

It’s good to be in old Tom Ridge’s home- 
town. He’s a good friend. He’s a good man 
and he’s doing a heck of a good job in reorga- 
nizing the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity. Thank you for raising him the right way 
Laughter 

Glad to be here with Senator Arlen Spec 
ter. | hope you put him back in the United 
States Senate. He’s a good friend. I'm looking 
forward to working with him just like I look 
forward to working with Rick Santorum, the 
other Senator 

I'm proud to be in the district of another 
Phil English Phil 
English. Thought he'd have got a better seat. 
Laughter 


is with us as well. Thank you for coming 


friend Congressman 


And Congressman John Peterson 


John. I appreciate you being here 
Jean Craige Pepper too—she’s running for 
State of 


friend Jane Earll is with us today from right 


treasurer of the Pennsylvania. My 
here in Erie. John Evans is with us 

I want to thank all the other State and local 
officials who 
State and your community 
friend John Connolly, the 
singer, for being here today. | appreciate him 
coming. Most of all, thank you all for taking 
time 


are here. Thanks for serving 


your I thank my 


country music 


out of your Saturday to come by and 
sav hello. | ippreciate you being here. It 
an awful lot ‘Well 


means Somebody said 


mavbe a ¢ ouple hundred will show up to say 
hi.’ Laught ’ 


I'm here also to ask for your help. | know 
many of you are involved in grassroots poli 
tics, which means putting up the signs or 
making the phone calls. I want to thank you 
for that, and I want to thank you for what 
youre going to do as we come down the 
stretch run here. I urge you to encourage 
your friends and neighbors to vote. We have 
the 


democratic process, to register people, con- 


a duty in this country to participate in 


vince people that we have an obligation in 
a free society to exercise our will at the ballot 
box. And when you're registering people, 
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make sure you register independents and dis 
cerning Democrats people like Zell Miller. 
And when vou vet them headed toward the 
polls remind them 4 more years of George 
Bush and Dick Cheney will make this coun 
try safer, stronger, and better 

Over the 
spend i lot of time here in 
Now 


me tell you something 


next 2 


months, ['m going to 
Pennsylvania. 
I know what the pundits say, but let 
There’s no doubt in 
my mind, with your help we re going to carry 
this great State 


I stand. I'm going to tell you what I believe 


I'm going to tell you where 


and I'm going to tell you where I'm going 
to lead this country for the next 4 years 

I believe every child can learn and every 
We re 
We're challenging the soft bigotry of low ex 
pectations Wer Were 


testing so we can solve problems early he 


school must teach making progress 


raising standards 


fore they re too late We re empowe ring local 
peopl to make the right decisions for their 
schools, and the minority gap 1s closing in 


America. We're 


every child, and we’re not turning bac k 


on our wavy to exce Ihe ice tor 


| believe we have a moral re sponsibility 
to provide good health care tor our seniors 
You might remember the old debate on 
Medicare They called it “Mediscare But 
I went to Washington to make sure that we 
provided good health for our seniors. See 
$100.000 tor heart 


Wwe d pDa\ 


the old svstem | 


surgery but not the medicine necessarv to 
it that the 
it didn’t 


It didn’t make any 


wasnt nec 


the 


see to heart surgers 


essary ih ike inv sense tol 


vou 


taxpayers sense tor ou 
seniors. Starting in 2006, seniors will get pre 


inh Me lic are 
ind the 


S( ription drug covet Lo 
| believe in the 

spirit ot Americas 

Owners 


energy Innovative 
small business 


And that’s 
why we unleashed that energy with the larg 


workers 


1 
farmers, and ranchers 


Because we acted 
Last—the 
ort yesterday showed that we increased jobs 
vy 144,000 in the August. And 


when vou couple that with the upward revi 


est tax cut in a generation 


our economy 18 Growimg iobs re 


! 
i 
| 


month of 


sions of the two previous months. we added 
200.000 new jobs which is 1.7 million since 
August of ‘03. The national unemployment 
rate is 5.4 percent, | percent lower than last 
summer. The national unemployment rate is 
Os, 1980s 


lower than the average of the 197 


Sept f 


Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 
and 1990s. Our economic recovery plan is 
working 

| believe I have the duty as vour President 
to lead. A President must confront problems 
not pass them on to future generations or 
future Presidents. I believe the most solemn 
duty of the President is to protect the Amer- 
If America shows uncertainty o1 
the world will drift 


This is not going to happen 


ican people 
weakness in this decade 
toward trave dy 
on my watch 

I have a positive plan to build a safer world 
and a more hopeful America. [m running 
with a philosophy called compassionate con 
servatism. It says that Government should 
help people improve their lives, not trv to 
run their lives. I also understand the world 
we're living in is changing People are chang 
ing jobs and careers. Years ago when our fa 
thers and O} undfathers were in the work 


place it was mainly men working. Today 
women are occupying a lot of the important 
jobs in America. This is a changing world we 
And vet 


most 


live in I want vou to hear this 


oul fundamental systems, the Tax 
Code, health coverage pension plans and 
world 


worker training, were created for the 


of vesterday, not tomorrow. We will trans 


form these systems so all citizens are 
equipped pre pared and thus truly free to 
make your own choices SO Vou Cah pursue 
youl own dre wns 

Any good plan means we've got to keep 
Yrowimng Our eCCOnOMNY and lve got a plan 
to do that 


Congress ne¢ ds to get an energy pl in to my 


fo keep jobs here in America 
desk so we can become less de pe ndent on 
foreign sources of energy 

lo keep iobs here in America, we must 
open up markets overseas. Listen, our mat 
kets are open and it’s good for you as a con 
sumer. Sec vhe nm you have more choices to 
choose from, you're likely to get a product 
And SO I've 
else whe re 


Amer 


ican workers can compete with anybody, any 


that you like at a good price 
told China 


‘You treat us the way we treat you 


countries like and 


time, anywhere so long as the rules are fain 
To keep jobs here, we've got to get rid 
threatening 
America. To 


keep jobs here, | propose what’s called op- 


of these junk lawsuits that are 


our small-business owners in 


portunity zones to help places like Erie 
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where you've lost manutacturing jobs to be 
able to apply for tax relief and investment 
incentives and regulatory relief, all speci 
cally designed to attract new businesses and 
new jobs To keep jobs here, we must be 
wise about how we spend your money and 
keep your taxes low 

Running up the taxes on American work 
bad 
And we have a difference 


ers and American small businesses is 


economic policy 
in this campaign about taxes. I'm running 
against a fellow who’s proposed already $2 


trillion of new programs, see And so they 
they said, “How 
to pay for it?” And he said 

We'll just tax the rich 


heard that before, haven't we? Yes. You know 


said to him are you 
Oh 


The problem is we've 


going 


that’s easy 


what happens. They hire accountants and 
But 
we're not going to let him get away with it 
Were 


country in Novembe1 


lawvers, and vou get stur k with the bill 


] 
going to carry Pennsylvania and the 


Audience members. Four mor 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Let me tell you what els« 
needs to change. Our 


change. It’s a complicated mess. Americans 


sani 1 
Tax ( ode needs to 


spend 6 billion hours on paperwort and 


headache when it comes to this Tax Cod 
It’s full of special interest loopholes. In a nev 
term, I will bring Democrats and Repub 
licans together to reform and simplify the 
Federal Tax Cod 

We'll make 


skills for the 21st century jobs 


got th 
That’s why 
we're going to expand access to our commu 
ible to 

kids of this country are able 


sure oul workers have 


nity colleges. We'll make sure we’ r« 
make sure the 
to be able to compete in a competitive world 
Listen most new jobs are filled by people 


who have been to colle for 2 ars. That's 


the reality of the world we live in, vet on 


in four of our students gets there. That’s why 
in our high schools we'll fund early interven 
tion programs to help students at risk. We'll 
expand math and science. Over time, we'll 
require a rigorous exam before graduation 
By raising performance in our high schools 
and by expanding Pell grants for low- and 
middle-income Americans, we will help more 
Americans start their career with a college 


degree 
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In changing times, we've got to make sure 
health care is available and affordable. Most 
of the uninsured in America—about 50 per 
cent of the uninsured are small-business em- 
ployees These small businesses are having 


trouble affording health care. 


In the new 
term, we must allow small businesses to join 
together to purchase insurance at the dis- 
counts that big companies are able to get 

We'll expand health savings accounts to 
help our workers and small businesses. We'll 
expand community and rural health centers 
to poor counties all across America. We will 
we'll 


improve health care, but as we do so 


make sure the decisions are made by doctors 
and patients, not by bureaucrats in Wash 
ington, D¢ 

There’s another big issue in this campaign 
as far as health care There are too many 
frivolous lawsuits that are running up the 
costs of your health care and running good 
docs out ol business You ve got a problem 
here in Pennsylvania with medical liability 
and we've got a problem around the Nation 
See, | don’t think you can be pro doctor pro 
patient, pro-hospital and 
at the 


choose. My opponent made his choice, and 


pro plaintifl attor 
ney same time. I think vou have to 
he put him on the ticket 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. 1 mad 


for medical liability reform 


my Chote | am 
now 

In a changing world if you own something 
you can bring stability to your life. One of 
the most hope ful statistics of the modern age 
is the fact that the homeown« rship rate 1s 
it an alltime high in America. More minori 
a home than ever before in ow 


ves OWT 


country. More people are opening up their 


Wel 


come to my piece of property ’ Over the next 


doors saying, “Welcome to my home. 


t years, we'll continue to expand home- 
ownership 

[ want to talk about one other aspect ol 
and that’s Social 


an older citizen 


ownership that’s important 
Security. H 


nothing’s going to change for Social Security 


you re today 
You're in good shape. If you're a baby boom- 
the Social Security trust will take 
care of us. But if you're a younger worker 


er like me, 


you better listen carefully to the debate on 
Social security 


Social Security system is around for younger 


I believe to make sure the 
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workers, they should be able to save some 
of their own taxes in a personal account that 
they can call their own, that Government 
cannot take away. 


Now 


plans to stand side by side with the people 


this is a changing world. We've got 


and the families of America so they can real- 
ize their dreams. But in a changing world, 
some things won't change, the values we try 
to live by 


courage and compassion, Trev- 


erence and integrity. In a changing world, 
we must support the institutions that give us 
purpose, our families, our schools, and our 
religious congregations 


We stand for 


every 


a culture of life in which 


person matters and every person 
counts. We support marriage and family 
which are the foundations of our society. We 
support our religious charities that provide 
a safety net of mercy and compassion. Our 
Government must never discriminate against 
faith-based programs And I will continue to 
appoint Federal judges who know the dif- 
ference between personal opinion and the 
strict interpretation of the law 

This 
America responds to the continuing danger 
Since the terrible morning of 
Sept mber the llth, 2001, we have fought 


the terrorists across the Earth. not for pride 


election will also determine how 


ol terrorism 


not tor powe! but because the lives of our 


citizens at stake. Our strategy 1s clear. 
We're defending the homeland. We’re trans- 
We re 


our intelligence services. We will stay on the 


are 


forming our military strengthening 
offensive. We will strike the terrorists abroad 
SO WE do not have to tace them here at home. 
We will advance liberty in the broader Mid- 
dle East because freedom will bring a future 
of hope and the peace we all long for. And 
we will prevail 

Our strategy is succeeding. Four years ago 
Afghanistan was the home base of Al Qaida: 
Pakistan terrorist 


point for 


groups; Saudi Arabia was fertile ground for 


was a transit 
terrorist fundraising; Libya was secretly pur 
suing nuclear weapons; Lraq was a gathering 
threat; Al Qaida was largely unchallenged as 
it planned attacks. Because we acted, the 
Government of a free Afghanistan is fighting 
terror; Pakistan is capturing terrorists; Saudi 
Arabia is making raids and arrests; Libya is 


dismantling its weapons programs; the army 
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of a free Iraq is fighting for freedom; and 
more than three-quarters of Al Qaida’s key 
members and associates have been brought 
to justice 


J ! 
members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. We have led. Many have 


Audience 


joined, and America and the world are safer. 


This progress involved careful diplomacy, 
clear moral purpose, and some tough deci 
sions, and the toughest came on Iraq. We 
knew Saddam Hussein’s history of aggression 
and support for terror. We knew his long his- 
tory of pursuing and using weapons of mass 
And we know that after Sep- 
tember the 11th, this country must think dif 
After that 
take threats seriously before they fully mate 


destruction 


ferently. horrible day, we must 
rialize 

In Saddam a threat. | 
went to the United States Congress 
members of both political parties looked at 
the same intelligence I looked at 


Hussein, we saw 


and 


remem 
bered the same history that I remembered, 
and came to the same conclusion that my 
administration had come to: He was a threat 


My opponent looked at the same intelligence 


and came to the same conclusion and voted 
to authorize the use of force in Iraq 

Before the Commander in Chief commits 
troops into combat, we must trv all means 
to solve a problem. That's why I went to the 
United Nations, in the hope that diplomacy 
would work. The United Nations Security 
Council looked at the same inte lligence we 
looked at, remembered the history we re- 
membered, came to the same conclusion that 
And they 


pass a resolution that said, “Disclose, disarm 


we came to: Saddam was a threat 


other 
words, the free world, after more than a dec- 


or face serious consequences In 
ade of diplomacy, gave Saddam Hussein an- 
other chance, a final chance, to meet his re- 
sponsibilities 

But as he had for over a decade, he wasn’t 
interested in what the free world said. He 
ignored resolution after resolution after reso- 
lution. As a matter of fact, when they sent 
inspectors into his country, he systematically 
deceived them 

So I had a choice to make, the only the 
kind of choice that comes to the Oval Office, 
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a choice no President wants to make but bet 

ter be prepared to make. And the 
this 


choice Was 
Do I trust the word of a madman and 
forget the lessons of S¢ ptember the 11th, o1 
take 
that 


time 


to defend this country? 
defend Ameri 


action Given 


choice, I will 


Because we acted—becaus¢ 


defend om more than 50 mi 
people have been liberated 


acted in our own self-interest 


country 
Because 

de mocracy 18 
the march® in the greater Middl 
Think about this. In Afghanistan, 10 


million citizens have r¢ gistered to vote in a 


now on 


Kast 


Presidential election which will tak place 
next month Despite ongoing acts of vio 


lence Iraq now has a strong Prime Ministe1 
t National Council, and national elections are 
scheduled in January 

We're standing with the peopl of Afghani 
Ame rica GIVE 
vord \s We lI 


historic ( 


1 
stan and fraq hecause when 


its word, it must kee p its 


a ] 
and wise that ill 


Free in the Middl 


' 
hopeful societies whicl no 
i 


serving a vita 

make us safer 

East will be 
} 


societies 

| j | } 

ioOngel feed resentments and breed ENC 
Free Middl 


East will fight terrorists instead of harbori 


lor export governments in the 


] 1 
them And that helps us keep th pea 
{ 1 : ! 
So our mission in Afghanistan and -traq 
clear Ve 


will help the new leaders train their 
irmies so the Vv ¢ in stop the few vho " tr 
ing to prevent the many from living 
societv. We will 


vill help thos count 


move toward l ct 


nes vet on the 


stability and democracy as qui k] 
sible And then ow troops vill ret 
vith the earmed 
Wi have a great 
j 


Quy 
full ol courageous and ck cent ind he 1h 


, 1 
nonor they | ive 


lie 
PCA 


int to thank the 


peopl | veterans 


| 
here today for setting such a great | 
tol thos who SeTVE Wie 


1 
troops have 
I 


vill make 
ill that Is necessary to col 
Phat’s why | 


gress last S¢ pte mber and propose¢ 


their missions went to the 


mental supplemental funding 


money for armor and spare ° parts 


} 
munition and fuel—recessarv. mon 


And We 
Phat 


essary so they can do their work 


received Creat bipartisan support 


White House correction 
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means both Democrats and Republicans sup 
ported it except for 12 Members of the 
United States Senate voted no 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Yes, two of whom are my 
opponent and his runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Only United States 


Senators voted to authorize the use of force 


four 


and then voted against funding our troops 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And two of those were my 
oppone nt and his runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. So they asked him to ex 
plain his vote. He 


said I actually did vote 


for the $87 billion, before I voted against it 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. So they 


and he 


said—they_ ke pt 
pressing said he 


And finally he 


i] 1 
thing was a complicate d matte 


Was proud ol his 
said ‘T he whol 
Laughte 


There's nothing complicated about sup 


vote just 


porting oul troops in combat 


Our allies know the historic work we'r 
doing. We've put together a broad coalition 
nearly 10 countries in Afghanistan some 0) 
in Iraq are vorking with us to bring peace 
Over the Pll con 


But | 


ver America’s national secu 


to the world next 4 vears 


tinue to work 


to build our alliances 


1 ] ‘ 
to leaders of other countries 


rity cle CISIONS 
| believe in the transformational power of 
That's what I believe. The 

rica s stre neth is to advance 

like to 


visest LISé 
freedom 
tell the discussions 


Koizumi of Japan. We 


and we talk about peace 


1 } 
vhen vou think 


tbout it. Wasn't all that long ago in the march 


story ibout mi 


Ministe I 
table 


th Prime 
sit around th 
It's an amazing conversation 
of historv that my dad and vour dads wer 
fighting the Japanese as a sworn enemy. And 
vet, because my predece ssor, citizens of this 
creat that liberty 
into allies, we worked 
with the Japan se after World War II to build 
a democra¢ \ 


day 


faith in our beliefs, an 


country believed could 


transtorm enemies 
a self-governing nation. Some 
if we're strong and resolute and keep 
American President 
will be sitting down with a duly elected lead- 
er of Iraq talking about the peace, talking 
about security 
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| believe that America is called to lead the 

of freedom in this new century. I be 
it millions in the Middle East plead 

| believe 


ince. thev will embrace the 


calls 
! 

nce for their liberty that given 

most hon 


i l 
orm of government ever devised DY 


] 1 
elieve al 


it America 
Almig 


" , 
| these hing ise tre 
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NotI 
Veterans Memorial Stadium. In his re 
referred to Pe State Senator Jane M 
Earll; John R. Evans, member, Pennsy| 
eral Assembly rime Minister Ayvad Allawi of the 
Iraqi Inter , Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. The transcript: r 
leased by tl fi ft the Press Secretary also 
| f+] 


The President spoke at 

marks, he 
, 

msvivanla 


iia Gen 


| 
ernment nd 


t | nty 


included l tiie I rst La 


| 
| +} 
mced 


Proclamation 7807—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 2004 


Si pte mibe L 200A 


4 Proclamation 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


2 t 185] 


] 

one-stop centers for business training, coun crowds, with youn help we will carry West 
1 

seling financing ind contracting and vill Virginia again 


focus resources toward facilitating economic I like this State. It's the home of really 


] 
rhe good peopl beautiful scener 


hunting and fishing 


growth and ent rprise im historicall and good 
glected areas 

More minorities own small business« I! wish Laura were traveling with me today 
ever before. That is good for our citizens and She’s at home. She’s been on the road a lot 
good for our country. Together, we ca 


1} 


an cre and what a great speech shi FAVE the other 
ate an environment where entre preneurs can night in New York City. I'm re ally proud ol 
flourish and everyone can realize th mel her. She’s a great mom, a wonderful wif 
ican Dream 

Now, Therefore, 1, George W. Bush, 


President of the United States of 
by virtue of the authority 


a terrific First Lady. I'm going to give you 
some reasons why | think you ought to put 
me back in, but pe rhaps the most important 
one of all is so that Laura will be First Lady 
tol f more vears 

proe laim | Tit) | 
through mi ll. 2004 


vest d 
the Constitution and laws 


states do | vant to thank Thy friend Dick ( he he 


\ orking hard. He’s a great Vice Presi 
| nterprise rT velopment Weel Do { ip l to be running vith him You 
all Americans to celebr ite this \ the waviest hair in the 
rams. ceremont ind a ( hit But | pick d him becaus« 
i¢ countle 


propri ite pros 


| . 
tles ind to re OVI ind judeme nit and bec cAllSt 
tions of our Nation’s minority en 

In Witness Whereof, | hav: 
Wy hand this fourth da 
the ve 
of the 


Arne ri 


Ib done 
thank Shell \ Moore ( ipito fol 


Tt fine Congresswoman trom 


late VOu COMM, Shi | 


Mavo1 Mavo1 Jim 


COMMING limmy I'm 


I'm honored vou're hye 
} 


Dac t WAKC SUTE 


re 


I'm proud 


} 


COTY 


Remarks in Parkersburg, 
West Virginia 


Si pl mber 5 2004 


The President. T| 


Thanks for 
} 


iKIT} { ( 


t¢ i ip] 
i 


Board. thi prin ipal 


Higl I want 


community band that is here 


ark rsburs 
] 
rie 1h 


enthusiasn | for coming 
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Looks | h school football 


r 


, 
ike vou all take hi 
] 
| 


seriously, kind of like where I was 


pretty 

Chere’s nothing like Friday night foot 
to thanl did vin last 
? You did? Good That’s 
nework. |] 
West Vir 


vant you 


last | riday 
oo do \ 


our hor 
the 
1092d 


Thanks fe 


} 
hte 
Arm) 


ombat 


iu 
o thant Vinla 
Cuard 


vou did 


Audience members. 
urs! J 
The President. | 


Vercors 


} ) ict 
erTrorist 


ind it is 
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past week, we received 


August 


the jobs report tor 
America added 144,000 new 


month Plus 60,000 jobs upward re ision 


jobs last 
lor 
adcde d OvVeT | 7 
Phi 


ercent 


the previous 2 months we VE 
million new \( August of (03 
national un¢ mpl ate 1 t | 
yoyment rate in the great State 


Our eco 


and the une my 
West Vir 


| 
ol 


ible S 
hnolog 


erica Ve 


n sources of ¢ 
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To keep jobs here in America hi Ip more Americans start their career with 


open up markets overseas for ou colle o( diploma 


1 
preneurs and manufacturers and farmers an In atime of change, we'll do more to make 


| i 
ranchers. We open up our markets. and it juli healt! ire available and affordabl 


good for you. What I tell other countries lik than one-half of the uninsured are 
( hina is You tre it us the Vav we tre I business employees and thei families 
We can compet } och n in In order to make sure these families get help 
if thr re tai ve must allov n firms to join together 


1} ] = 1 


t the discounts avall 


purcl 
» PUTCHaAasé 
ible 


HOEY i 5 ( ( \ | \\ \ iC} ( I ncourag 

1 
We have ) nion 1 ta l . na neu employees to se 
1] 
this ¢ vill ensure ¢ 
oO! munity 


{ LIS¢ 


Clans fe 
Audience members. 
The President. Th 
portant tor A 


NI 
Audience members. 


The President. | 
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some of their own taxes and put itina per 


sonal account in order to make sure the re 


tirement system is around for them, a per 
sonal account they'll call a nest egg ol their 
own that Government cannot take away 


Wi have i 
ri If vou listen carefully to the 


different philosophy in this 
tellow 


) 
running against he’s talking about « xpanding 
I 


I'm 


Covernment. He C,overn 


That's dif 
the 


wants to increase 


ment and the role of Government 


ferent trom ou philosophy | lieve 


proper role ot Gove 


I 
portunity 
] | 


ul wid 


ieir full po 


I 
] 
ot the 


SO CITIZENS ¢ 


things don’t 


ile V I I COUTAs 


rity. In 


] 
ul 


Inte? 
h ring | must support the insti 


l 


tutions Important oO our society. our 


! | 
OUT schools Oul lOuUS CONnGTeCYAa 


} ] ] 
Vv \ I uue mts 


SOCK 


thons Bec LLLS¢ 
} 


\ ik¢ members 


thorn child 


| ’ 
ici CO 
I 


I USCTINA 


ponas 


ibroad, sc 


it home 
iround the 


Middle East 


t faith in 


to promot 
I 
] 
ticularly the 
re strong and \ ( 
| 
ve will pre 
Wl 
iome base 


poimt tor 
i 


Saudi round 


oups 


+ { | o- | aT ; 
st fundraising va Was pursuing 


] 
veapons; Iraq was a gathering threat 
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and Al Qaida was largely unchallenged as it 
acted, the 


Government of a free Afghanistan is fighting 


planned attacks. Now, because we 


] 
terror; Pakistan is Capturing terrorists Saudi 


Arabia is making raids and arrests: Libya is 


dismantling its weapons program the army 


of a tre Iraq is fighting for freedom: and 


more than thre quarters ol Al Qaida’s key 
ind associates have been brought 


We led. Many 


ind America and the world are safer 


members 


to justice have have joined 


This progress involved caretul diplomacy 
and some tough deci 


Wi 


clear Wor il purpose 
And the 
kn \ Saddam Hussein S record ol wWerTession 
Wi We 

history of pursuing and even 
using Weapons Of mass destruction. And we 
r the Lith Vi 


how to al fend OUT 


lraq 


slons toughe st came on 


and support tor terroi knew that 


Knew his 1Oneg 


] 
know that after Septembe must 


think differenth 


Wi must take 


ibout 


country threats seriously 
fore they fully materialize 


In im Hussein, we sa 


went to the United States ¢ Oneress Phey 


looked it the | ed 


Sallie intelligence OO 
same history of Saddam Hussein 

l thre il 
looked at the 


| looke d at and ¢ 


to the same onclusion 


Ine luding Iny Oppone nt 


intelligence oncluded 


that Saddam 


Sallie 


t 


Hussein was a threa 


Congress 1 the wthoriz ition of torce 


Betore the ¢ ommande in Omimits 
} 


Marin S Way, We TNUSst Lnaust all 


And SO | 


SOTVE 


troops into 
} : 
oOrer oO 
th | 
tried liplomatic 


tion to i problen 


route 


} 


remMenpe 
15-to nothing 
security Coun 
Disc lose 
OUS CONSECE Hnces 
The \ rid spoke 
Saddam Husseir 
vorld said. Se 
] 


ested ji Vila { 1rC¢ 


used s ot th 


mMoring the deman 


vorld \ matter of tact vhen the 


got 


veapons pectors mto the countr hie 

tematicall ved the So I had 
Kithe he 

a madman and forget the | 


tember the 11th, or 


Inspec tors 


} 
i choice to nake vord ot 


ssons ol 


sep 


defend this country 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 1855 


Given that choice I will mel for body armor and spare parts, ammunition 
every time fuel, that which is necessary to support oul 

Because we acted to defend our count men and women in \fghanistan and Iraq It's 
50 million pe opl in Afghanistan and Lraq an $87 billion re quest. It was necessary. As 
now tree 30 million peopl You know, it a matter of fact, the ( ongress believed that 
unaZzing vhat’s happening in Aighanist } It Vas there Vas overwhelming support 
Phat was a country where the Taliban ould ind so overwhelming only 12 United States 
not allow many young sirls to go to scl ol Senators voted iwainst it, 2 of whom are m 

take their moms out in the public Squial opponent ind his runningmate 
vhip them if they didn’t like th \ Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
| The President. As a matter of 
d States Se rs voted to 
the 
re my opponent and his 
Audience members. Boo-« 
The President. So 
| You | 
Wi 

Audience members. Bovo- 
The President. Then thi 


1} j | ( Tiamat ro 


ert could trans 


ranstorm peopl hye 


I 
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Japan today is no longer an enemy. It’s an 
ally in keeping the peace. Someday an Amer 
ican President will be sitting down with a 
duly elected leader of Iraq thev ll be talking 
about how to make the world a more peace 
ful plac 

| he lic 
I be lic ve people il v1Ivell a chance to 


I 
vill choos« lom | believe that 
not 


ve that. I believ peopl long to be 
tree 
be free freer 
not—tre 


Freedom is the 


; 
America is edom is 


s gift to the world 


hecause 
Ame rica 
Almighty ¢ 
in this world 

For ill Americ 
tory will alwavs stand ipart 


the 


0d's vit to eac h man and woman 


ins, these vears in our his 


Phe re are quiet 


lift of a nation vhen littl 1S 


| 


ot its le aders 


times in 


expected This isn’t one of those 
| 
This is a time that irm re 


ind a », abiding faith 


} 
tim 
nes 


Solve clear Vision 


ilues that make us a great country 


I when 


rms \V 
nded 
| Pa! 
i4th 


lowers 


orget that wee 


hy gan. On Se p 


1] 
li CVeT 
ind inother 


2001. I stood in the ruins 


] 


| ] ] 
onor ot holdm 


Ono! in 


CCT 


to Ma 
Senator Zell 
d 


Miller 
it the Re | ublic 
Minister Avad 


ernment: and Pr 


TO wi 
tion: Pri 


rim Go 


Koizumi 


ol Japan 


Junichiro 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Budget Request To 
Support Comprehensiv e Response 
and Recovery Efforts After 
Hurricane Charley 


Septe mber 6, 2004 


De ar VI) Spe ake / 
On August 27th 
submit a suppl mental request to the Con 


fol 


I announced that I would 


gress of approximately $2 billion to pay 
compre hensive re sponse and recovery ettorts 
after Hurricane Charley. This was in addition 
to respons« ind recovery efforts being unde 
taken by federal government agencies using 
existing resources and programs 

Because of the severity and timing of Hun 


ricane | to con 


inces. | isk the ( Ongress 


sider expeditioush the enclosed request, to 
FY 2004 


Depart 


taling $2.0 billion, for an emergency 


suppl mental appropriation for the 
ment of Homeland Security 


this proposal inh the 


Sl ynate 
I 


| hereby le 


amount requested herein as an emergency 
This request responds to m 
sociated with Hurricanes Chan 
iffected 


sin Florida and other 
the 
] } 


ent Ao ncy to re spond to ad 


requirement 
vent needs iS 
lev and France 

} 1] 
areas, and lil enabl 


Ve TICS Mana 


dition il disaste 


Federal 
" 


rs should thev occu 


| | } | 
losead request requires lnmediat 


The Cri 


: : 
action bv the ¢ ongress to ensure that the 
immediate response efforts to these recent 


ie uninterrupted. I anticipate 


disaste rs conta 


making i further re juest mm the coming davs 
that will prov 


and rec 


] 


COMPFenensive re 


tor a 


sponse ry ettort iddressing 


pact of both of these hurricanes 
tecderal vovernment agencies 


their re sponse ind recovery ettort 
isting resources and programs 
f this reque st are set forth 


Director of 


The details 
in the 
the Office of M inagement and Budgs t 

Sincereh 


enclosed letter from the 


George W. Bush 
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Remarks in Poplar Bluff, Missouri 
September 6, 2004 


The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 


coming. Im glad to be here celebrating 


Labor Day with you. It’s good to be in a par 
of the world where the cowboy hats out 
the ties You 


you might have heard I got an inte1 


number Thanks for coming 
know, 
esting invitation to come here to Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri. I get a lot of invitations. I’ve 
never gotten one with 10,000 signatures on 
it. But I was somewhat surprised when we 
choppered Oovel here because it looks like 
there’s a lot more people than 10,000 that 
have come today 
Thanks for coming. Thanks for having m« 

it’s a beautiful part ol the world People are 
good people here. ['m proud to be here to 


ask for 


make a President feel welcome 


your vote. You sure know how to 


And I know you will join me in wishing 
President Clinton the very best wishes in the 
recovery trom his surgerv. His surgery went 
And we 
for a speedy recovery for the former Presi 
dent. 

My one regret today is I wish Laura were 


well, which is good news just pray 


here to see the size of this crowd. You know 
she was a public school librarian when | 
asked her to marry me. She was working at 


an elementary school, and she said 


Fine 
I'll marry you, so long as I never have to 
give a political speech.” |[Laughter| 1 said 
Okay.” [Laughter 


promise she held me to. She gave a tantasti 


Fortunately, it’s not a 


speech She’s a great mom. She is a wonde1 
ful wife. She is a great First Lady. 'm going 
to give you some reasons to put me back in 
f all 


more 


but perhaps the most important one 


is so that Laura is First Lady for 4 
years. 


Audience 


' 
more years 


members. Four 
Four more years! Four more vears! 

The President. I'm proud to be running 
for a second term with my friend Dick Che 
ney. He doesn’t have the waviest hair in the 
Laughter| 1 didn’t pick him for his 

Laughter}| | pic ked him because he 
has good judgment, great experience and he 
can get the job done 

I appreciate my friend Jo Ann Emerson 
the fine Congresswoman from this district 


race. 


hairdo 
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She’s a pleasure to work with. Every time 
I see her, she says, “Remember Missouri 
And so does your Senator, Kit Bond. I'm 
proud to be here with Kit. I'm asking you 
to put me back in there, but make sure, as 
you do put him in too. He’s a great United 
States Senator. Give him 6 more vears 

And Jim Talent 


ator as well 


Jim Talent is a fine Sen- 
As they say down in Crawford 
laughter 
guy, good, honest man. I appreciate being 
with him 


he’s making a good hand smart 


It’s good to be here with vour next Gov 
ernor, Matt Blunt. | appreciate my friend 
Peter Kinder 
State senate 


Laught r 


here. He’s representing the 
It looks like his cousin came. 
House Speaker Catherine 
Hanaway is with us. I'm proud you re here 

I want to thank Mayor Lloyd Matthews 
Mr. Mavor, thank you so verv much for this 
invita 
It means a lot. And I also 
want to thank Hardy Billington and David 


Hahn. These are local veterans. These boys 


very generous and kind introduction 
tion to be here 


sure know how to throw a party I want to 
thank the Sho-Me marching band. Thank you 
all for coming Poplar Bluff High School, I 
appreciate you all being here. 


Most of all, I want to thank vou all for 
] 


coming on Labor Day. It means a lot. 

Audience member. | Inaudibli 

The President. Well, 'm glad to be here 
But I’m not only asking for the vote; I'm ask 
ing tor your help I think it’s really important 
in our societv to vote. I believe in a free soci- 
ety, we have an obligation to participate in 
our elections 

So I'm asking you to register your friends 
ind neighbors Don’t overlook discerning 
Democrats people like Zell Miller. Zell Mil 
ler knows. There’s a lot of good Democrats 
in this part of the world that understand that 
Dick Cheney and I will make this world safer 
stronger and better for every single Amer 
And if inde- 


pendent you're welcome here. We're glad 


ican youre a Democrat or 
you're here 

And then when you get people heading 
to the polls, after you register them, get them 
leaning our way. Get them to come our Wa) 
I want to thank you for your help. I want 
to thank you for what you're going to do, 


coming down the stretch run. There’s no 
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doubt in my mind, with your he Ip we'll carry 
Missouri again and win the big election in 
November of *04 

I'm looking forward to this race. | am. | 
like to get out with the people I'm looking 
forward to telling the people of this country 
where I stand, what I believe, and where I'll 
lead this country 


| he lie Ve 


every 


every child can learn and that 


school must teach. That’s why we 


passe d important reforms of our schools in 
Washington 


hice tr 


See, we're challenging the soft 
ot low expectations | belie ve il you 
vet lousy re 
best 


worth of every child and raise that bar 


lowet the bar you re gome to 


sults. | believe if vou believe in the ind 


you re 
| 

going to get excellent results. I believe it’s 

SO VOU Call solve 


We ve 


just shuffling kids 


important to measure early 


I 
probl early. before it’s too late got 
pl ictice of} 


through school vii ther the VY Cah read and 
| 


Lidl 


to sto 


write idd and subtract or not. | believe 


] 
in low control of schools. And I know we're 
L- 
ManKInNG 


in America 


—- 
I believe Ve 


progress ¢ losing the achievement gap 


ind we're not turning bacl 


] 1 
moral responsibility 
I 

to honor our seniors with good health care 
You might remember the old Medicare de 
They called it “Mediscar | 


vould talk about it 


have a 


] } 
Date aughter 


| 


then they would 


. . , 
head politically with the 


issue. But | went to Washington to fix things 


I went to W ishington to solve probk ms. Lis 


en the Id Medicare svstem 
1 


lot ol 


t worked 


After 


surgery 


which 


we |] tol semors got outdate d 


ill. it would pay $100,000 for heart 


but wouldn't Day for the medicine 
the heart surgery from being needed in the 
first pl ice. SO Wwe strenethe ned and modern 
ized Medicare And 
beginning in 2006, there $s going to prescrip 


And we 


arug covera 


to preve 
pl it 


Our seniors got choice S 


tion tor our seniors 


or 
are not going to turn back 

| believe in the energy and innovation of 
our farmers and workers and small-business 
owners and ranchers. And that’s why we un 
leashed that energy with the largest tax relief 
in a generation. When you're out there gath 
ering up the vote 
friends and neighbors what we have been 


We ve 


through 


through been through a 


We've 


We've been through a terrorist attack 


recession 


been corpor ite scandals 


Sept 6 


I want you to remind your 


all of 
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which affected our economy. But we're over 
coming those obstacles 

This CCOnOTHY because ol our tax reliel 
and because we've got great people in this 
country who refuse to be intimidated. who 
is strong and it’s getting 


added 
? 
million 


believe in a future 
stronger. Last Friday, we showed we 
144.000 new August—1.7 
since August of ‘03. The national unemploy 
ment rate has fallen to 5.4 percent That is 
L970s, the 


jobs hi 


average rate of the 
1990s 


lower than the 
1980s. and the 
I believe a President must confront prob 


lems and not pass them on to future genera 
bélieve the 


most solemn duty of the American President 


tions and future Presidents. | 


is to protect the An rican peopl It America 
shows uncertainty or weakness in this dec 


Phi 


, : 

ade, the world will drift toward ti iwedy 
' 

isn't going to happen on my wate h 


, 1 ‘ 
I'm running for President with a clear and 


} 


positive plan to build a safer world and a 


, 
more hope ful America. 'm running with a 


CONSE rvative philosophy (OV 
should help people improve their 


And I believe 
prin 


compassionate 
ernment 
not try 


Nation 


cipk d leadership, and that is why 


lives to run their lives 


this ints steady. consistent 


vith voul 
help were gomeg to score great national 
victory in Nove mbe I 

Audience more 


members. Fou 


Four more years! Four more vears! 
The President. Listen, the 
vorld You know when 


CcCOomMInNg, up Was likely 


world we live 


in is a changing oul 


dads were a person 
to have on job at ind mom 


one company 


{ Phat’s just the 


Ame! 


vomen not only work inside the 


Was going to Stay al home 
way it used to be 
A lot of 
they r 


worktorce IS 


It's « hanged here in 
ICa 
home working outside the home 
Our 
changing careers more often thes« 


And vet. th 


the Tax Code and health coverage and pen- 


changing. P. ‘ople are 


davs 
] 
most fundamental systems 


sion plans and worker training, were created 


for the world of yesterday, not tomorrow. I'm 
running to transform these systems so that 
all cluizens are equipped and prepared and 
thus free to be able to realize the great prom 
ise of America 

Listen, any hopeful society has got to have 
And that’s why I’ve 


a plan to keep this economy moving forward 


a growing economy got 
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the 


best place in the world to do business. That 
| 


lawsuits 


, 
In a changing world, America must be 


means we ve got to stop these junk 
that are hounding our small-business owners 
in America. It means we've got to reduce the 
re culations on those who employe pe opl 
Ame rica Ve need 


To create jobs here in 


an energy plan. Listen, I submitted one to 
the 


that encourages conservation. It’s a 


} ] 
It S a ptlah 


pl in that 


Congress over 2 vears ago 


encourages the use of ret sources of 


energy like ethanol and biodiesel. It’s a pl in 
that encourages ¢ lean coal tec hnolog Its a 
plan that encourages nvironmentalh 

sitive exploration for natural gas. But i \ 
] 


lODS 


plan that says, “I 
in Ameri 


fore ign SOUTCE s of ene rey 


We expect to keep 
a. we must he le Ss cle me nce nt on 
We're going to kee p opening up 

i 
this 
might remember what it was 


Now the 


! understand 
is never strong ¢ nough 


Listen farm economy is sti 


like in 2000 


] 
look tarm econom 


} 


laughte) ind th 


Li noht } 


1 


weather is good enough 
Phe 


And one reason it’s high is because | 


neve! 


l 
price of beans and corn are prett 
\ 


a pl de to our farmers here 


: 
around the country that I would do 
; 

to open up markets. We want you 


not only the 
] 


ill} 


American citizens: we 


Leer g evervbod\ iround the vork 


lo create jobs ve ve got to he 


how we spend VOUrF money \\ 
ind keep your taxe s low. Listen. the 
this « unpaign about 
] 


] 
VhO Has 


ference in 


n 
running against a fellow 


trillion of new Federal S] 
Well 
And he said Well 


Wing the ricl 


35 
over 92 


SO the \ said how 


pay tor itr 


to pay for it by just t 


tell vou two things wrong vith tha 
h enough to par tO! 


new spending. You can pl 


can't tax the ric 
trillion in 
you can tax the rich « nough to do it 
idd Secondly 


heard that business 


up 
I 


haven't vou, i 


numbers don’t 


about “tax the rich?” That's why 


and you get stu k 
let him 


No 


accountants and lawvers 
with the bill. But we're 


tax you 


not going to 
because we're going to win In 
vember 


be d 


Another drag on our economy is the 


eral Tax Code. The Tax Code today is a com- 
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plic ated mess. It’s more than a million words 
long and filled with loopholes for spec ial in 
terests. This Tax Code weighs heavily on ou 
Amer 


sitting down to do your taxes 


economy. It weighs heavily on every 
ican family 
shouldn't require wading through more than 
i million words of complicated rules 

his Tax Code 


al . 
working Americans with more than 6 billion 


current burdens hard 


hours of paperwork and headache every veai 


. 1! 

That’s about as much time as all Missouri's 
] } 

vorkers and small-business owners and farm 


ind ranchers spe nd at work in an 


his 


Che I ix ( od IS so complicated even the 


ers verage 


veal Tax Code needs to be changed 


| 


short tax form requires mor than 11 hours 


] 
to prepare Phat doesn’t sound very short to 


lhe For the Sake ol eCCONOTINU srowth and 


fol the s ike of fairness, | will lead a bipartisan 
team to simplify ind retorm the Ke cle ral Pax 
Cod 


We 


vain the ski 


more to help ou workers 
to fill the jobs ot 
I'll double the 


SCTV¢ d by Out Prine ipal iob 


need to do 
i 


] . 
iS necessary 


the That's why 


tl 2Ist century 
numbe rol pe opl 
training program ind expand wcess to oul 
community colleges all across America 
Most rie 
with 
coll Jt 
] 


there 


iobs are now filled by peopl 
it least 2 hours of college—2 vears of 
Yet one gets 


In Our high schools Ve I] fund eaf’riy 


in four of our students 
intervention ) help students at 
risk. We'll l 
Overt 


programs t 
I 


] 1 
lace a new focus on math and 


sclence time, we'll require a rigorous 
1 > 
exam before graduation. By raising perform 
' ' E ] 
unce at our high S( hools and ( xpanding Pi l] 
i 


grants for low ind middle MCore families 
ve'll help more Americans start their caree) 
vith a coll oF diploma 

In a time of change, we've got to make 
sure that we've got health care that’s available 
and affordable. More than one-half of the un 
insured are small-business employees and 
their families. Yet small businesses are having 
trouble affording health care. To make sure 
they get the help they need, we will allow 
small firms to join together to purchase insur 
ance at the discounts available to big compa 
nies 

We'll expand health savings accounts 
We're going to make sure that every poor 
county in America has got a health center 


a health community center or a rural health 





LS60 


center, so people can get the primary care 
they need, so we can help people with their 
health care 

But let me tell you what else we need to 
do. We need to do something about these 
frivolous lawsuits that are running up the cost 
of your health care and running good docs 


out of business. We've got an issue in Amer- 


ica. Too many good docs are getting out of 


business. Too many ob-gyns aren't able to 
practice their love with women all across this 
country. See, I don’t think you can be pro- 
doctor and pro-patient and pro-hospital and 
think 
you've got to make a choice. My opponent 
made his choice, and he put him on the tick- 
et. I made my choice. I'm for medical liability 


pro-trial lawyer at the same time. | 


reform—now. In all we do to improve health 


we will make sure that health decisions 
are made by doctors and patients, not by bu- 


reaucrats in Washington, D¢ 


care 


We'll continue to promote ownership in 
America. In a changing time ownership can 
bring stability to your life. There’s nothing 
better than hearing the fact that more and 


more people are OWNING their own home 


The homeownership rate in America is at an 
alltime high. We'll continue to expand home 
ownership across this country. There’s noth- 
ing better than somebody opening up their 
Welcome to my Wel- 
come to my piece of property 

As well ou 


flect the changing times. If youre an older 


doot 


Saving home 


retirement systems must re- 
citizen, or a near-older citizen like me, a baby 
boomer nothing Is gong to ¢ hange with your 
Social Security. It’s a solemn pledge this 
Government has made. It’s a pledge that will 
be ke pt. But we better worry about our chil- 
dren and grandchildren when it comes to So- 
Security. | workers 
ought to be allowed to put some of their taxes 


cial believe younger 
aside in a personal savings account to en- 
hance their Social Security benefit 

There’s a difference of philosophy in this 
campaign. If you listen carefully to the rhet- 
oric of my opponent he’s going to expand 
Government. Ours is a Campaign that is going 
to expand opportunity | believe Government 
ought to trust the people of the United States 
of America 

In a changing world, there are some things 
that won't change, the values we try to live 
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by, courage, Compassion, reverence and in- 
tegrity. In a changing world, we will stand 
by the institutions that give us stability, our 
families, our schools, and our religious con- 
gregations 

We stand for a culture of life in which 
every person matters and every person 
counts. We stand for marriage and family, 
We 


stand for religious charities and community- 


which are the foundations of society 


based organizations that provide a satety net 
of mercy and compassion. Our Government 
must never discriminate against faith-based 
programs. And I stand for the appointment 
of Federal judges who know the difference 
between personal opinion and the strict in- 
terpretation of the law 

This will 


America responds to the continuing danger 


election also determine how 
of terrorism. Since the terrible morning of 
September the llth, 2001, we have fought 
the terrorists across the Earth, not for pride, 
not for power, but because the lives of our 
citizens are at stake. Our strategy is clear 
We'll defend our homeland. We'll transform 
our military. We'll reform and strengthen our 
intelligence services. We will stay on the of 
fensive. We will strike the terrorists abroad 
so we do not have to face them here at home 
We will advance liberty in the broader Mid- 
dle East and around the world by staying true 
to our beliefs and being resolved and firm. 
We will prevail 

Our strategy is succeeding. I want you to 
listen to this. Four years ago, Afghanistan was 
Al Qaida; Pakistan was a 
transit point for terrorist groups; Saudi Ara- 
bia was fertile ground for terrorist fund- 


the home base of 


raising; Libya was secretly pursuing nuclear 
weapons; Iraq was a gathering threat; and Al 
Qaida was largely unchallenged as it planned 
its attacks 
ment of Afghanistan is fighting terror; Paki- 


stan is capturing terrorist leaders; Saudi is 


Because we acted, the Govern 


making raids and arrests; Libya is dismantling 
its weapons programs; the army of a free lraq 
is fighting for freedom; and more than three- 
quarters of Al Qaida’s key members and asso- 
ciates have been brought to justice. We have 
led. Many have joined, and America and the 
world are safer. 
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Progress involved careful diplomacy and 
clear moral purpose and some tough deci 
sions, and the toughest came on Iraq. We 
knew Saddam Hussein’s record of aggression 
terro! Remember he 
housed Abu Nidal and his crowd. He’s the 
guy that killed Leon Klinghoffer. Zarqawi 


and his bunch 


and support for 


he’s the guy that beheads 
people—he paid the families of suiciders. He 
subsidized them. We knew his long history 
of pursuing and even using weapons of mass 
destruction. We know that after September 
the 11th, our country must think differently 
We 


take threats seriously before they fully mate 


It’s a lesson we must not forget. must 
rialize. 

saw a threat. So 
I went to the United States Congress. They 
looked at the intelligence I looked at. They 
And 


they voted overwhelmingly to use—to au 


In Saddam Hussein, we 


remembered the history | remembered 


thorize the use of force. My opponent looked 
at the same intelligence I looked at. He voted 
for the authorization of force. 

Before the Commander in Chief commits 
troops into combat, we must try all means 
to solve a problem. That’s why I went to the 
United Nations. I was hoping that diplomacy 
would work. The United Nations looked at 
the same intelligence I looked at. They re 
membered the same history of Saddam Hus 
sein that we remembered. And they voted 
15 to nothing, and the U.N. Security Council 
said to Saddam Hussein 


‘Disclose, disarm 


or face serious consequences.” Thi world 
spoke again. 
Saddam 


refused the demands of the fre 


But as he had for over a decade 
Hussein 
world. He wasn’t interested. 
fact, when they sent inspectors into his coun 
trv, he systematically deceived them. So | 
had a choice to make at this point in our 
history Do I trust the 
man 

Audience members. No-o-o! 

The President. do I forget the les 
sons of September the 11th, or take action 
to defend this country? Given that choice, 


word of a mad- 


I will defend America every time. 
Audience members. 
Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Because we 
own self-interest, because we acted to defend 


Four more years 


acted in our 
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ourselves, 50 million people now live in free- 
dom. In Afghanistan, a country which has 
been brutalized by the Taliban, a country in 


which many young girls didn’t get 


at 


to go to 
school, a country in which their moms were 
whipped in the public squares because they 
didn’t toe the line to these barbarians run- 
ning the country, has now registered 10 mil- 
lion people to vote in the upcoming election. 
Freedom is powerful. Freedom is powerful 
Despite ongoing acts of violence, Iraq now 
has a very strong Prime Minister, a National 
Council, and national elections will be held 
in Lraq in January 

We're going to stand with the people in 
those countries because when America gives 
its word, America must keep its word. And 
we're serving a vital cause. See, free societies 
in the Middle East will be hopeful societies 
which no longer feed resentment and breed 
violence for export. Free governments in the 
Middle East will fight terrorists instead of 
harboring them. And that keeps us safer, and 
it makes the world more peaceful 

Our mission in Afghanistan and Iraq is 
clear. We will help new leaders to train their 
armies so Afghan citizens and Lraqi citizens 
can defend their country against the few who 
want to thwart the hopes of the many. We'll 
help them move toward elections. We'll get 
them to the path of stability and democracy 


as quickly as possible and then our troops 


will return home with the honor they have 
earned 

I've had the privilege of meeting many 
who serve. I've seen their unselfish courage 
and their great decency. Ladies and gentle- 
men, the cause of freedom is in really good 
And I want to thank the veterans who 
are here for having set such a great example 


hands 


to those who wear the uniform 

I've made a commitment to our tre Ops and 
to their loved ones. They will have all the 
resources, all the tools and support they need 
for them to do their missions. That's why a 
year ago, September, I went to Congress and 
proposed $87 billion in funding for body 
armor and spare parts, ammunition, fuel, 
other supplies needed for our troops in com- 
bat in Afghanistan and in lraq. And that real- 
ly important funding request received bipar- 
It was so overwhelming that 
only 12 United States Senators voted against 


tisan support 
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the funding request 2 of whom are my Oppo 
rie nt and his runningmate 


Audience members. Boo-o-o 

The President. Only 
» nate rs 
] 


wid 


four United States 
ote d to wuithorize the use of torce 
against funding our troops 


two ol thos senators were 


: ‘ 
pponent and _ his runningmate When 


isked to « xplain his decision, h 
lly did vote for t] 
| 


t 
voted a 


ie SST 
Fainst it 
Audience members. Boo 
The President. | suspe 
Blutt 1Ot Man peopl 
then pressed hin ind h 
And finall he 
The re 


supportl 


matter 


} 


Jalnst fund 
oted for 
e know 
opponent iOrning 

umpaigi 

m Ihe 

t again. |] 
Audience members. | 
Flip-flop! 
The 


} es Sx ito? 


inothe I 


President. No 
Ke mr 


er turn ove! Ann rica 

cisions to | iders of other countries 
transformation 

visest use of Ame 
Lice freedom | believe 
o k id the cause ol freedor 

that millions in the Middle | 
their liberty. I believe 


they will embrace the 


Ameri 
| he lic \ 


] } 

le TICE 1O! 
the chance 
orabl 


that given 
most hon 
form of government every devised by 
man. I believe all thes things because I un- 


derstand freedom is not America’s gift to the 
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world: freedom is the Almighty God's gift to 
Cal h nah and VOTHan mn this world 


This young century will be libertv’s cen 


turv. By promoting freedom at home and 
, 


abroad We I build al sale I world md a more 
hope ful America. We'll reform our systems 


to he Ip our people 


I 


| to help peopl realize 
their dreams. We'll spread Owl rship and 


opportunity to every cornet! of this countn 
We'll pass the enduring values of our country 


We vill continue 


ol freedom ind pe ice the 


on to unother Feneration 


to I ad the Caulst 
] 


peace il unt 


] 1 
For ill nel ins. these vears 
} 1 ] 
torv will alw tand apart. You kno 
I 
] 
are quiet times in the life of a natior 
i 


littl 


ol those tll 


] ] 
Is expected Ol its leaders 
T] l t t] 
nis IS a 1itie ttl 


] | 


whe \ need tirm resolve ma 


and D ith in the alues that 
i great 


None 


one era 


er forget that 
imnother be 
Pwin 

It’s a day | 


1 | 
vorke rs in hardha 


, 
Inn othe uns 
tember the 14th 


Phere were 


velling at me at the top ol thei 


200] 


lorget 
ie mbetr 


ever it takes re 


} 


Dest TO co ort p le ind ; 
i 


trving to 


right in th ( ind. hi 
me down k that day 
vbod\y here OO! it pe rsonalh 
rsonally, and so did I. I have 
every mori 
ibout how protect 
vill neve 
ever it take 


I OUT Vé 


isking for ( I said if 


} 
trave led 


vould uphol 
ind the cuenit 1e Oltice to 
And with your he 
hard work. I will 


God bless Thank vou tor co 
Thanks so 


i chance 


hee li ¢ 
do so fol the 


vou all much 


SPOK¢ tO p.n t Ray 
I 
Clinton Par} Mis 
souri Secretar f State Matt Blunt 
Missouri Governor: Missouri State Senator 
Kinder. candidate for Missouri Lie 
itherine L. Hanaway speaker 


Mavor Lk 


re marks 

candidate for 
Peter 
utenant Gov 

Missouri 
d Matthews 


ernor: ( 


House of Representatives 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 
ol Poplat Bluff, MO: Senator Zell Miller 


Na who made the kevnot iddres 
lican National Convention: senior 
ciate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and Pri 
\y id 


llawi of the lr iqi Interim Gover 


Memorandum on the 2004 
Combined Federal Campaign 
Se ptembe r 6. 2004 


Viemorandum for the Heads of Execu 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject 2004 ¢ ombine d | eck I il ( wnpalgn 


lam ce lighted that the Administrator of 
Protection \gen Mi 


is the 


the Environmental 
chael O. Leavitt, has agreed to se1 
Chair of the 2004 Combined Federal 
paign (CFC) of the National ( 

I ask you to enthusiasticalh support 


1c ¢ UN palo 


i top otti 


by pt rsonally ch uring { 

Agency ind i 

Vice Chait 
The Combined Federal Cai 


Important wav for Federal « mploye 


ppoimnting 
Vk so 


port thousands of worthy charit 


servants not only contribute to thi 


, ' : 
but also issume leack rship roles 


its SUCCESS 


] , , 
Your personal support and entht 
| it 
1 ] 
help positively influence thousand 


’ : 
slovees and will Suarantee anothe 


( 


al palgn 


George W. Bush 


Remarks in Lee’s Summit, Missouri 


Se ple mber 7. 2004 
The President. Thanks for coming 


Audience members. Four mor 

Four more years! Four more vears! 
The President. Thank you all 

for coming this morning. We’re starti 

trip here in your important State, and 


< 
Lee's 


place to start right here in 

| appreciate you coming out 
PI a 
And | want to thank the good folk S here 


at Lee’s Summit High for opening up this 
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beautiful facility. | thank Tony 
Stansberry, who is the superintendent and 


want to 


John Faulkenberry, who is the principal. | 
want to thank all the teachers who are 
I want to thank the 


study 


here 
for teaching students 


who are here. Listen 


watch T\ 


Than S tol 


more than you 


coming out to sav hello. I'm 
here to ask for vou1 


vot | think you ve got 


to get out amongst the pe opl and vive them 


a reason why I'm here to 
ind to ask for that vote. Ws 


Missouri last time, and with vour he Ip 


and that’s what 
1-4 ] ] 
ao today carried 
we'll 
carry it this tim 


I’m sorry Laura is not with me today 


Audience members. Aw-w-w' 
The President. Yes, | 
\\ he 1} | 


| rie 


know Laughte: 


] ] 
isked her to marry me, she said 


as I don't ever have 
Laughte I said 
Fortunately, she didn’t 
She did a magni 
New York Citv. I'm 
reat pe rson 


d. She a wonde 


} 


it mom. Im going to give vou 


some re isons to put rie bac k in but perhaps 


the most ! port int one ol il] IS SO th it Laura 


has 4 more vears as the First Lady 
Dick Che 
doesn't have 
Laughte } 
Laughte) 
cet the 
friend Kit 


United States Senator from the 


| appreciate my runningmate 
He S a tine VIN I 
the prettiest hairdo in the 


| didn't 


] 
idmit he 
race 


his hair 


pick him TO} 
I 


iob done 
Bond, the 
ol Mis 


back ne 


, ' , 
pic ked him because he can 

I want to thank my 
State 


sour 


for his leadership. Put him 
there for 6 
man. And he i good fellow 
in Jim lalent, the other United States Sen 
itor from Missouri. I really 
ing with him. I also ippreciate working with 
Sam 


more \ rs. Reelect this sood 


vith 


ipprer late work 


(Congressman (sraves who iS with us 
today 
I wish J 


run for the 


Patterson all the best in hei 
United States Congress 
Madam Mayor is 
Karen Messerli 
Madame Mayor 


Thanks for taking time to be 


Lite 
Chris 
Byrd IS here 
Mavo1 


he r Coming 


with us 
today | appre¢ late 
I'm honored 
vou re he re 


here today \ppreciate your support. Fill the 
Laughter| 1 want to thank Mark 


Wills for being here, the country and western 


potholes 


te 
singer 
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I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. These are the people who are 
up the 

, . 
phone calls and registering the voters. I pau 


out putting signs and making the 
ticularly urge you to registe1 people to vote 
over the next weeks. See, it’s really important 
in this country to vote. I want the high school 
kids who are here to understand, if you live 


in a free country, I believe you need to vote 
I believe vou need to participate. So make 
sure you go register to vote, and I want to 
thank the people here who are registering 
people to vote 

And when you registe1 people to vote, re- 
member that example Zell Miller set the 
other night. There are plenty of Democrats 
who are coming our way plenty ol people 
who understand if you put Dick Cheney and 
me bac k il ottice this country will be sale! 
stronger, and better for every American 

I'm looking forward to this campaign. I'm 
looking forward to continuing to travel youn 
State and all across the 


to tell people where I stand, what I believe 


sander y 
country. ['m going 


and where I'll lead this country 
| he lie Ve 


] . 
i must 


every child can learn and every 
That’s why we've raised 
That's 
ought to measure early and correct problems 
too late 


we ought to stop this practice of just shuffling 


schoo teach 


the standards why we believe we 


before they're That’s why I believe 
kids through school whether they can read 


or write or not. We're closing the achieve 
ment gap here in America, and we're not 
turning bac k 
| he lic VE 
to honor our seniors with good health care 
When I got elected, I told the people that 
I'd try to strengthe n Medicare. See, the old 
system was working fine for a while, but 
medicine changed and Medicare didn’t. For 
they pay about $100,000 for heart 


surgery but not the prescription drugs nec 


we have a moral responsibility 


example 


essary to prevent the heart surgery from hap 
That didn’t mak 
and it certainly doesn’t make 
led the United States 
Congress. We strengthened Medicare. We’re 
helping our seniors, and we're not turning 


back 


I believe in the energy 


pening sense tor our sen 


ors sense tor 


our taxpayers. So | 


: 
and 
spirit of America’s workers and small-busi- 


And that 


innovation 


ness owners, farmers and ranchers 
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is why we unleashed that spirit with the larg- 
est tax cut in a generation. We've overcome 
a lot. You know, I like to say this economy 
is strong and getting stronger. I say so be 


know 


We've endured a recession, corporate scan 


: 
cause | where we have come from. 


dals, a terrorist attack. And vet, this economy 
is growing. It’s growing because our workers 
small- 


are great. It’s growing because the 


business sector of America is strong. It’s 


growing because our economic stimulus plan 
is working 

Last Friday, the jobs report for August 
showed we added 144,000 new jobs. That’s 
1.7 million over the last 12 months. The na- 


tional unemployment rate is 5.4 percent 


That’s fully 1 point below the peak last sum 


mer. It is lower than the average rate of the 
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s 

I believe a President must confront prob- 
lems, not pass them on to future Presidents 
I believe the 
American President is to 


and future generations most 
solemn duty of the 
protect the American people It America 
shows weakness or uncertainty in this dec- 
ade, the world will drift toward tragedy. This 
will not happe non mv watch 

Audience 


! 


members. Four more vears 


Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. 1m running for President 
with a clear and positive plan to build a safer 
world and a mor hopeful America. I'm run- 
ning with a compassionate conservative phi 
losophy that Government should help people 
improve their lives, not trv to run their lives 


And I belie ve 


sistent 


this Nation wants steady, con 
principled leadership and that is 
why, with youn help were going to win a 
great victory in November. 

Listen, the 


work is a changing world. You know, the gen 


world in which we live an 
eration of our dads and granddads was one 
worked outside the 


mal 


where the home 


and generally at one job and one caree1 
therefore had one health care plan and one 
pension plan This world of ours has changed 
The workforce has changed. Many 


home 


women 


not only work inside the they work 
outside the home. And people are changing 
jobs quite frequently here in America, and 
they're changing careers 

Yet the most fundamental systems, the Tax 


Code and health coverage and pension plans 
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the 
not the world of tomor 


and worker training, were created for 
world of yesterday 
row. We're going to transform those systems 
We will change those systems so all citizens 
are equipped and prepared and thus truly 
free to make your own choices so you can 
pursue you! dreams 

Any hopeful society must be a society that 
ke eps the economy moving forward, and I’ve 
got a plan. To create more jobs in America 
America must be the best place in the world 
to do business. To create more jobs, we must 
busi 


reduce the regulation on our small 


nesses. To create more jobs, we must stop 
the junk lawsuits that threaten small busi 
nesses. The cost to our economy of litigation 


is conservatively estimated to be over $230 
billion a year 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Now 
my\ opponent changes positions a lot, but for 
of the trial lawvers 
the Senate. We 
He S 


voted against legal reform that would protect 


listen, I understand 
20 vears he’s been one 
most reliable allies in have 


a differs nce ol Opinion consiste ntly 


workers and entrepreneurs. His f¢ llow law 
vers have responded with millions of dollars 
in Campaign donations. I have another view 
I disagree with his position. I am for « nding 
junk lawsuits. Personal injury lawyers should 
not get richer at the « Xpense of hard-working 
Americans 

To keep jobs here in America, Congress 
must get my energy plan passed. It’s a plan 
that encourages conservation. It’s a pl in that 
encourages renewables like ethanol and bio 
diesel. It is a plan that encourages clean coal 
technology. It’s a plan that uses our resources 
wisely. It is a plan that makes us less de pe nd 
ent on foreign sources of energy 

In order to keep jobs here, we've got to 
open up markets for our products See, we 
open up markets for foreign goods. It’s good 
for vou we do. When you have more choices 
to choose from, you re likely to get the prod 
uct you want at a better price and highe 
quality. But we want countries to treat us 
treat them 


compete with anvbody, anytime, anywhere so 


like we because America can 


long as the playing field is level 


In order to keep jobs here, in order to 
make sure people can work, we've got to be 
wise about how we spend your money in 
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Washington, and we must keep your taxes 
low. We have a difference of opinion in this 
campaign. ['m running against a fellow who 
has already promised $2 trillion of new 
And we haven't even gotten to 
vet 


money, see 
the stretch 


coming down the pike to tell people what 


run It's awfully tempting 


they want to hear. It’s awfully easy to spend 
Well 


are you going to pay for it?” He said, “Oh 


your money. And then they say. how 
just don’t worry about it. We'll just tax the 
rich.” 

First of all 


enough money to pay for his promises, by 


you can't raise the money 
taxing the rich. Secondly, when you tax the 
rich, youre taxing nearly a million small-busi 
ness owners, because they pas tax at the indi- 
vidual income-tax level. Thirdly, you've heard 
that rhetoric before, haven’t vou? 

Audience members. Yes! 

The President. Yes. “Oh, don't worrn 
we ll tax the Well, that’s why the rich 
hire Yes They 


not gomeg to let 


rich 
and lawvers 
But we re 


him tax you, because we're going to win this 


accountants 
dodge you pas 
election in Novembe1 

I'll tell you what else we ought to do on 
taxes. We need to simplify the Federal Tax 
Code 


It’s full of spec ial interest loopholes Inanew 


It is more than a million words long 


term, I will lead a bipartisan effort to make 
the Tax Code simpler more fair, and good 
for the workers and the small business OWT) 
ers of America 
Listen, we've got to do more to he Ip our 
workers gain the skills necessary to fill the 
jobs of the 21st 


century. That’s why I know 


we need to double the number of people 
served by our job training programs and in 
crease funding for our community college 
systems 

One other issue that’s important, in terms 
of education, is that most new jobs are filled 
by people with at least vears of college 
vet, one in four students gets there. That’s 
why I believe we need early intervention pro- 
grams to help students in high school. We 
want everybody to have the skills necessary 
to move on. We'll place a new focus on math 
and science in our high schools. Over time 
we I] require a rigorous exam before gradua 
tion. By raising performance in ou high 
schools and by expanding Pell grants for low- 
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will 
help more Americans start their career with 


Mmcome and middle income families, we 


a college diploma 

In times of change, we’ve got to have a 
health care system that is available and af 
fordable. More than one-half of the unin 
sured are small-business employees. That's 
be Callse small businesses are having trouble 
with the cost of health care. To make sure 
that these families get the help they need 
small firms must be allowed to join together 
to purchase insurance at the discounts avail- 
abl to big companies 

We want more people to own and manage 
their own health care plans, so we'll offer 
tax credits to expand health savings accounts 
We'll ensure every poor county in America 
has a community or rural health center, to 
help those who need help with their primary 
And to make 


able and affordable we ve 


care sure health care is avail 


got to do some 
thing ibout thes junk lawsuits that are run 
ning docs out of business and running up the 
cost of yout he alth care 

Right before 


I came in here, I met with 


a fellow named Steve Reintjes. He’s a neuro 
surgeon from Kansas City. In 4 years, his pre- 
miums have increased from $27,000 to about 


$90.000. That’s because he’s having to prac 


! 
tice defensive medicine. In other words, he’s 


practicing medicine so that just in case he 
I 


|. That’s what docs are having to do 


No Olle 


frivolous 


gets suet 
has ever been 
(America 
These frivolous lawsuits are running up the 
Phe V re 
harder for cood docs to practice 


| 
That's medical 
form 


all over this country 
healed by a lawsuit in 


cost ot vou health care 


making it 
medicine 
why we need liability re 
now 

There is a clear difference in this campaign 
on this issue. See, I don’t think you can be 
pro-doctot and 
pro trial-lawyer at the same time. I think you 


choose My 


choice, and he put him on the ticket 


pro hospital pro-patient 


have to made his 


Laugh- 


ter| | made my choice. I'm standing with the 


opponent 


docs and patients all across America. In all 
health deci 
sions are made by doctors and patients, not 
by bureaucrats in Washington, D¢ 


In changing times, it will help people have 


we do, we'll make sure that the 


stability and hope in their lives if they own 


something. That’s why we'll continue to ex- 
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pand homeownership in America. Do you re- 
alize the homeownership rate is at an alltime 
high in America? More and more people are 
owning their own home. More and more 
people are Opening the door to where they 
live, and say, “Welcome to my home. Wel 
come to my piece of property 

As well we've got to make sure our pension 
plans reflect the realities of the world in 


Senior citizens do not have 


which we live 
to worry about Social Security. It's not going 
to change for you. Baby boomers like me 
don’t have to worry about Social Security. It’s 
not going to change. But if you’re a younger 
guy, our children and grandchildren, they'd 
better be Social Security 


There’s not enough payers into the system 


worried about 


to take care of those of us who are going 


to be receiving. They better worry about it. 
| believe younger workers ought to have the 


option of taking some of their own tax money 


and set up a pe rsonal savings account to help 


them with Social Security. It’s a nest egg they 
call their own. It’s a nest egg the Gove rmment 
cannot take away from them 

In this world of change, there are some 


the beliefs 
to live bv our 


things that aren’t going to change 
that we the values we try 
basic beliefs, courage and compassion, rev 
erence and integrity. In times of change, we 
must support institutions which give us sta 
bility, our families, our schools, our religious 
congregations 


We stand for 


every pt rson matters and every he ing counts 


a culture of life in which 
We stand for marriage and family, which are 
the foundations of our society. We support 
the religious charities and community-based 
organizations that provide a safety net ol 
mercy and compassion. | stand for the ap 
pointment ol Federal judges who know the 
difference between personal opinion ind the 
strict interpretation of} the law 

This will 
America responds to the continuing threat 
Since that terrible morning of 
September the 11th, 2001, we fought the ter 


election also determine how 


of terrorism 


rorists across the Earth, not for pride not 
for power but because the lives of our citi- 
We re 


zens are at stake. Our strategy is clear 
defending the homeland. We’re transforming 
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our military. We’re strengthening our intel 
ligence services. We will stay on the offen- 
sive. We will strike the terrorists abroad so 
we do not have to face them here at home 
We'll spread freedom and hope and oppor 
tunity throughout the world, and we will pre 
vail. 

Our strategy is succeeding. Four years ago 
Afghanistan was a home base of Al Qaida: 
Pakistan point for 
groups; Saudi Arabia was fertile ground for 


was a transit terrorist 
terrorist fundraising; Libya was secretly pur 
suing nuclear weapons; lraq was a gathering 
threat: 


lenged as it planned attacks 


and Al Qaida was largely unchal 
Because we 
acted, the Government of a free Afghanistan 
is fighting terror; Pakistan is capturing ter 
rorist leaders; Saudi Arabia is making arrests 
Libya is dismantling its weapons programs 
the army of a free Iraq is fighting for free 
dom; and more than three-quarters of Al 
Qaida’s key members and associates have 
been detained or killed. We have led. Many 
have joined, and America and the world are 
sater 

Progress involved careful diplomacy, cleat 
moral purpose and some tough decisions 
And the toughest came on Iraq. We knew 


Saddam Hussein’s records of aggression and 


his support for terror. We knew his long his 


tory of pursuing and even using weapons ol 
We know that after sep 
tember the 11th, our country must think dif 
ferently. We must take 
fore they fully materialize 

In Saddam 
went to the United States Congress 


mass destruction 
thre - a 
threats seriously be 


a threat. | 
Mem 
bers of the ¢ ongress looked at the same in 
telligence I looked at 


same history I remembered 


Hussein, we saw 


They remembered the 
and they came 
to the conclusion that Saddam Hussein was 
a threat and authorized the use of force. My 
opponent looked at the same intelligence | 
looked at, and he voted ves when it came 
to the authorization of force 

Any time the Commander in Chief uses 
force, he must have exhausted all other op 
tions. I was hoping diplomacy would have 
solved this threat. So I went to the United 
Nations. I said, “You know 


They looked at the same intelligence, re- 


we see a threat 


membered the same history, and concluded 
that Saddam Hussein must disclose, disarm 
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or face serious consequences. That was a 15- 
to-nothing vote in the United Nations Secu 
rity Council 

But as he had tor over a decade Saddam 
Hussein ignored the demands of the free 
world, see. He had been told this before. And 
he said—as a matter of fact, when they sent 


in inspectors he systematically deceived 
them. So I had a choice to make at this time 
Do I forget the lessons of September the 
11th and take the word of a madman, or do 
I take action to defend this countrv? Given 
that 


time 


choice, I will defend America every 


! 
more years 


Audience members. Four 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Because we acted to de- 
fend ourself because we took action to make 
America a safer place more than 50 million 
people in Afghanistan and Iraq are now free 

You know, it wasn’t all that long ago, in 
Afghanistan, where many young girls didn’t 
get to go to school because the leaders there 
were so bac kward. And their moms could be 
hauled out in the public square and whipped 
or killed because they didn’t toe this barbaric 
10. million 


people have registered to vote in the upcom 


line of reasoning. And yet, today 


ing Presidential election in Afghanistan 
Freedom is powerful, isn't it? It's power- 

ful. In Iraq, there’s a strong Prime Minister. 

a National Council. National elec- 


tions are scheduled in January. The world 


There’s 


is changing. We're standing with the people 
of those countries, because when America 
gives its word, America must keep its word 
When a President says something, he must 
mean it 

In serving this vital and historic cause that 
makes ou country safer, we're changing the 
world. See, free societies in the Middle East 
will be hopeful societies which will no longet 
feed resentments and breed violence for ex 
port. Free governments in the Middle East 
will fight terrorists instead of harboring them 
That makes us safer 

Our mission in Afghanistan is clear. We 
will help the new leaders train their armies 
so that citizens of Iraq and Afghanistan can 
defend themselves against the few who are 
trying to stop the march of liberty for the 
many We'll help them get to elections. We'll 
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get them on the path of stability and democ 
racy as quickly as possible, and then our 
troops will return home with the honor they 
have earned 

I've had the privilege of meeting those 
who wear our uniform. I've seen their great 
decency ind unselfish courage | assure you 
the cause of freedom is in really good hands 


And I want to thank the veterans who are 


here, who have set such a fine example for 


the men and women of our military 

I made a commitment to our troops and 
cur loved ones: They all the re 
sources they need to complete their mISSIONS. 


That’s why 


will have 


[ went to the Congress a year 
ago, a year ago this month. | proposed $87 
billion in funding for body armor and spare 
parts, ammunition, fuel, and other supplies 
needed by oun troops doing battle in Afghani 
stan and Iraq. We received great support in 
the Congress. As a matter of fact the support 
Was so strong that only 12 Members of the 
United States Senate voted against the fund 
ing, 2 of whom are my opponent and_ his 
runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Only United States 


Senators voted to authorize the use of force 


foul 
and then voted against funding ow troops 
Only fou people did that, two of whom are 
my opponent ind his runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. So they asked him 
said, what vou know 
that?” He said, “Well 
the $87 billion 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And 


k now 


they 
How can you explain 
I actually did vote for 
before I voted against it 
then they said, you 
and he said, well, he’s proud of his 
And then he said, “Well, the whole 
thing is a complicated matter Laughter 
Nothing complicated there is nothing com- 


vote 


plicated about supporting oul troops In com 
bat 

I think this country wants consistent, prin- 
cipled leadership. My opponent has now 
voted for the war and against supplying our 
troops When he got on in the Democrat pri- 
mary he 
didate 
saving he would have voted for the war even 
knowing everything we know today. And he 
woke up yesterday morning with vet another 


declared himself the antiwar can- 


More recently he switched again 
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And this one is not 
Laughter| It is that of his one- 
time rival, Howard Dean 


new position. [Laughter 


even his own 


Audience members. Boo-o o! 
The President. He even used the same 
words Howard Dean did back when he sup- 


Laughter| No 
matter how many times Senator Kerry flip- 


posedly disagreed with him 


flops, we were right to make America safer 
by removing Saddam Hussein from power 

It’s also wrong for my opponent to deni- 
grate the contributions of America’s allies 
who were standing side by side with our men 
and women in uniform risking their lives fon 
freedom. There are over 40 nations in—neat 
ly 40 nations in Afghanistan, some 30 in Iraq 
Over the to build 


and strengthen our alliances, but I will never 


next 4 vears. I'll continue 


turn over America’s national security deci 


sions to leaders of other countries 
Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A! 
U.S.A! 
The President. | 


formational powel of liberty. The wisest use 


believe in the trans 


of American strength is to advance freedom 
| believe that because I’ve looked closely at 
You know, I sit down with Prime 
Koizumi He is 


running a country with whom 


our history 
Minister 


ously 


from Japan obvi- 
that 
we were at war, not all that long ago 1n the 


march of history. You know, my dad fought 
against the Japanese I'm sure your dads and 
granddads did as well . 

But because we believe in liberty, because 
we believe that Japan could self-govern and 
Harry 


Truman, of Missouri, stood strong in the be 


become a peaceful nation, because 
lief that freedom could transform lives, be 
cause the American people had faith in ou 
Japan Liberty 
changed an enemy to a friend, and today 


values, became an ally 
we sit down at the same table talking about 
how to keep the peace. Amel 
ican President will be sitting down with a 
duly elected leader of Iraq, talking about how 


to keep the peace 


Someday an 


| how to make the world 

a more peaceful place 
I also believe in the power of liberty to 
transform lives—I understand—because | 
understand that freedom is not America’s gift 
to the world; freedom is the almighty God's 


gift to each man and woman in this world. 
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This young century will be libertyv’s cen 
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
will build a safer world and a 
more hopeful America. By transforming nec- 


abrc vad, we 


essary systems that were designed in the past 
we'll help Americans realize their dreams 
Over the next 4 years, we'll spread ownership 
and opportunity to every corner of this coun 
try. We will pass the enduring values of our 
We will con 
tinue to make the world a more fre¢ 


country to a young generation 
and 
peaceful place. 

For all 


tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 


Americans, these vears in our his 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of thos« 
times. This is a time when we need firm re 
solve, clear vision, and a de¢ Pp faith in the 
values that make us a great nation 
None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On sep 
tember the 14th, 2001 


of the Twin Towers 


} 
I stood in the ruins 


It’s a day I will nevei 
torget There were workers in hardhats ther 
yelling ‘Whatever it takes.” I was trying to 
do my best to thank and comfort the fire 
fighters and policeme n and the rescuers. A 
guy grabbed me by the arm, and he said 


‘Do not let me down.” Ever since that day 
I wake up every morning thinking about how 
to better protect our country. I will neve: 
relent 


takes. 


Four years ago, I traveled your great State 


in defending America, whatever it 


asking for the vote. I said if you 


Cave me 
the chance to serve, I would uphold the 
honor and the dignity of the office to which 
I had been elected. With vou help I will 
do so for 4 more vears 


God Thank 
Thank you for being here 


bless you all for 


coming 


NoTI The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. at Lee’s 


Summit High School. In his remarks, he referred 
to Jeanne 


Patterson, candidate for Congress in 
Missouri's 5th Congressional District: Chris Byrd 
candidate for Attorney General 

Karen Messerli of Lee’s Summit, MO: Senator 
Zell Miller of Ge orgia, who made the keynote ad 
dress at the Republican National Convention 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim 


Government 


Missouri Mayor 


Presidential 
Ministe1 


Democratic 
Dean 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan 


forme! 


candidate Howard and Prime 
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The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. Thank you all. Please be seated. It’s 
such an honor to be here. Thanks for coming 
if you know it, but we're on 
a bus tour. 'm out asking for the vote. I be- 
lieve 


I don’t know 


I like coming directly to the people 
and say, “I want your vote, and here’s the 
reason why I think you ought to vote for me 
And that’s what we re going to do today. 

I thought we'd do it a little differently. I've 
got some things I want to share with vou 
about what Id like to accomplish during the 
next 4 years. And so we've asked some citi 
zens to come and share some of their stories 
with you. I think that will help you under- 
stand why we have made decisions we have 
made and why we'll continue making certain 
type s of decisions 

Audience member. | Inaudibl. 

The President. You betcha. And then I'd 
like to answer some questions. Some of you 
may have a question or two on your mind, 
and I'd like to answer them for vou. 

Before I begin, I wish Laura were here 
She is a wonderful lady. If I don’t get too 


long-winded, I’m going to have dinner with 


1 
} 


ht. |Laughter| She was a—she 
raised in Midland 


her toni was 


co 
Texas. That’s where I was 
raised. And she Was a public SC hool librarian 
when I married her ‘Fine, I'll 


just so long as I don’t have to 


And she said, 
marry you 
give any speeches.” [Laughter] Fortunately 


she didn’t—I said, “Fine, you don’t ever have 
And so, fortunately 


she didn’t hold me to that promise that she 


to give any speeches 
wouldn't have to give any. She gave a mag 
nificent speech in New York City the other 
night. I wasn’t surprised I wasn't surprised, 
because she’s such a gentle soul. She’s got 
a great heart. She’s a wonderful mom, a ter- 
rific wife. 'm going to give you some reasons 
to put me back in there, but I think probably 
the most important one of all so is that Laura 
is vour First Lady for 4 more vears. 

The other thing—then I'm running with 
Dick 


Cheney has done a heck of a job as the Vice 


a good man. We've got a great ticket 


President. I like to tease him by saving, 
“Well. you know, I admit it, he’s not the 
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Laughter| But 
I didn’t pick him because of his looks. I 


prettiest face in the race 


picked him because of his judgment, his ex- 
and the fact that he can get the 
And 
I'm proud to be running with him. Proud 


pe nence 


iob done. He’s a great Vice President 


to be running with him 


I want to thank mv uncle, Bucky Bush 
He’s a Missouri native—o1 
citizen, right here, from St 
thank Charlie Kruse 
Charlie 
with you. He’s a good man. I’ve known Char 


He said 


campaigning in 2000 he said 


who is with us 
| want to 
where is Charlie? Oh 


God bless vou, sit 


Louis 
Our prayers are 


when I was 
Whatever you 
do, do not forget the Missouri farmer.” He 


said 


lie for quite a while 


You keep that river open for our prod 
And we did. And I hadn't forgotten 
the Missouri 
strong. and we intend to keep it that way 
I'm going to talk a little 


we go on 


ucts 


! 
farmer. The farm economy is 
bit about that as 


Mavor 


Thanks for coming. Where are you 


| ippreciate the mavor being her 
Wasson 
Mavor? 


Thanks for your hospitality Tell vour fire and 


I appreciate vou. Glad vou’re here 


polic men—tirefighters and policemen how 


thankful we are for their service to your com 
munity 
And thank all the peopl who are involved 


, 
I 
] 

vith politics the 


grassroots activists. Those 
| v 


people 
make the phone calls and re oister pe opl to 
ote I'm 


of the 


ire the who put up the signs and 


here to ask you to—at this stage 


n, ['m going around to your 


State today and around our country asking 


campalg 
pe ople to partic ipate in the political process 
In a free society, I believe people have a duty 
to vote. And that’s what we're doing 

We're 
And we're 


to vote 


} " 
isking people to vote, you know 
in order to vote 


And I'd like 


your friends and neighbors and ¢ xpl iin they 


you ve got to 
registe! you to registe! 


! 
have a duty. And when you're out registering 


them, don’t overlook independ nts and dis 


Democrats. You heard Zell Miller 
the other night. He said loud and clear If 
you want a better 


cerning 


America, a saler America 
and a stronger America 
Bush and Dick Cheney 
body in this campaign. 

Today I met Bill Dugan. Where are you 


Bill? There he is. Thanks for coming. Bill's 


vote tor George 


We welcome every- 
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a soldier in the army of compassion that’s 
what he is. He’s 
for Habitat for 

time out of his life to help people with a 


a fellow who has worked 
Humanity. He volunteered 


home, and that’s an important part ot our 
think The 


strength of America is the hearts and souls 


society when vou about | it 
of our citizens. Government is limited in its 
capacity We can pass laws. and we will. We 
can entorce justice and we will. But Govern- 
ment can’t make people love one another 
than 


And when people like Bill are 


Love comes from something higher 
Government 
moved to help somebody, it makes society 
a better place 

One ol the 
the previous 4 years—and it will be an impor- 
tant the next 4 is the 
Faith-Based and Community-Based _ Initia 


most important initiatives of 


initiative fol vears 
tive, which will rally the armies of compas 
sion 

Well, what exactly do you 
mean by that? What do you mean by that?’ 
I'll tell you what I mean by that 
that when it 


People Sa\ 


1 mean this 
comes, tor example 
addicted 


to helping 


the—to heal the that we've got to 
recognize that sometimes Government pro 
grams work, but sometimes, in order to help 
a fellow get off drugs, you've got to—or alco 


hol, you've got to have a change of heart. 
And therefore, a faith-based program is the 
kind of program that could be effective at 
helping somebody change the heart and 
therefore the habit. We ought to 


welcome programs which work. We ought 


( h wive 


not to discriminate against faith-based pro- 
grams. W 
programs to help Americans realize the full 
promise of our country 


ought to welcome faith-based 


[ want to thank Bill for being here. I want 
to thank vou for the example vou set. Thank 
you for loving a neighbor just like you'd like 
to be loved vourselt 

I tell people P'm for a more hopeful Amer 
ica, and that means our job base has got to 
grow. We've overcome a lot, when it comes 
to our economy. When you're out there gath 
ering up the vote, remind peopl about what 
this country has been through. We've been 
through a recession. We've been through 
corporate scandals. It’s now clear by the way, 
because of the law we passed, that we'll not 


tolerate dishonesty in the boardrooms of 
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America. We've been through a terrorist at 
tack Were 


these obstacles because of the hard work of 


and that hurt us overcoming 
the American people we've got great work 


the 


strong; the entrepren¢ urial spirit is alive and 


ers: because small-business sector is 
well in America. We've overcoming them be 
cause we've got great farmers and ranchers 
And we're overcoming it because of tax 
relief. The tax relief we passed is working 
Do you realize the national unemployment 
rate is 5.4 percent? That’s lower than the 
averages of the national average of 
the 1970s, 1980s 1990s. The 


is, how do we make sure jobs stav at home 


average 
and question 


and the economy continues to grow? 
I'll give 


continues to grow 


1 
you some ways to make sure it 


First, this has got to be 
the best place in the world to do business 


] 


which means we've got to do something 


about these junk lawsuits that are threatening 
these small employers In ordet to make sure 
jobs stay in America, we have to have a na 


tional 


energy plan. Listen, I submitte: 
to the United States Congress. Ther 


to get it to my desk. It’s a plan that 


One 
ne d 
ncoul 


ages conservation. That makes sense, doesn’t 


it? We want to encourag¢ people to conserve 


more. Its a plan that encourages the use of 


renewable sources of energy. Vin talking 


about corn and soybeans, is what I'm talking 


about. See. we need to spend research dollars 
sary ll 


| bod 
SO that Someday SOMeEDORACY 1S GONE, to Lik 


in and say Here's the crop report, Mr 
and it looks like corn is wy 


| And 


Gosh, that means 


President 
the 


we re le SS dependent on fore wn sources ot 


President will say 
energy 

We need to use clean coal technology. Ws 
need to « xplore in our own lands in sensitive 
ways. What I'm telling you is, to keep jobs 
Ith America we must be less dep nce nt on 
energy trom overseas 

To ke ep jobs he re, we ve got to ope n up 
markets to U.S. products. Listen, w 
othe 


and that’s good for the consumer 


open 
i 


up our markets to goods from coun 


tries 
That’s how the market works. If 


you ve got 


more things to choose from, you're more 
likely to get a product you want at a better 
price and higher quality. That's how the 


economy works. 
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So what this administration is saving to 
places like China and elsewhere, “You treat 
treat And that’s why 


the price ol soybeans is doing pretty good 


us the way we you. 
because we're selling soybeans all around the 
world. My job for the next 4 vears is to open 
up markets. We can compete with anybody 
anyplac e, anytime if the rules are fair 

In order to make sure that we've got jobs 
here at home, we need a health care system 
that functions well. That means health care 
has got to be available and affordable. Let's 
talk about health care right quick. First, we 
started by strengthen my administration 

health 
I told the people when I was run 
and Tl go to Wash 
Medicare 
You might remember those 


They called _ it 
people 


started on care by strengthening 


Medicare 


ning, “Give me a chance 


and try to 


ington make sure 
worked well 
old Medicare debates 
Mediscare for 


scared to talk about it. I went up there for 


because were 
a reason. See the Medicare system had done 
great work for our seniors, but it was begin 
ning to get antiquated Medicine was chang 
ing. Medicare wasn't 

And the system was designed that so that 
any new procedures has to be approved by 
bureaucracies. We would pay, for example 
which would cost maybe 
$100,000, but we wouldn't pay for the pre 


S¢ ription drugs that would prevent the heart 


for heart surgery 


surgery from having to occur in the first 


place That didn’t make much sense to the 
seniors. It certainly didn’t make much sens« 
to the taxpayers, since the cost of prescription 
drugs is a heck of a lot less than the surgery 

And therefore, I worked with Congress. | 


Why don’t we 


Right now, seniors can get prescrip 


said make the system work 
better 
tion drug coverage, and if you’re a low-in 
come senior, you get your drugs paid for up 
to $600 a vear. Next year, seniors, when they 
enroll in Medicare, are going to get preventa- 
tive screening for the first time ever, which 


makes a lot of sense. doesn’t it, for seniors 


to get—and in 2006 prescription drugs will 
be available in Medicare. 
There’s more to do in health care. My phi- 


losophy is, is that the health care decisions 


need to be made between doctors and pa- 


tients, should not be made by bureaucrats 
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in Washington, DC. So a lot of what I'm talk- 
ing about is to strengthen the ability for peo- 
ple to make decisions Small-business owners 
are hav ing trouble with their health care, be- 
cause the cost is going up. We're going to 
talk to a small-business owner who just told 
me that a while ago 

The way to help small businesses deal with 
rising health care costs is to allow them to 
pool together pool the risk together, so that 
they can be able to buy insurance at the dis- 
counts that big companies are able to do 
Those are called association health plans. We 
need to expand health savings accounts 
which will allow workers and/or small busi 
nesses to put money aside on a tax-free basis, 
tax-free, to use your money 
health care There’s all 


kinds of ways to make sure that health care 


to earn money 


tax-free fol needs 
is vibrant and alive and well without national 
izing health care 

Weve 


we re 


got a doc here today with us and 
going to talk about medical liability re 
form, which is going to make sure that we 
when we get it, it’s going to help you on your 
costs and the availability for medicine 

I want to talk a little bit about pensions 
| told the people the other night, we have 
a changing world, and yet the institutions 
fundamental institutions of our Government 
haven't changed with them. In other words 
the pension plans were designed for the 19 
in the 1930s The 
health care The 


Tax Code hasn't changed much since—you 


They haven't changed 


systems haven't changed 


know, we need to change these systems Job 
training programs haven't changed much to 
reflect the world in which we live in 

The next 


these aspects of Government to help peopl 


ft years, were going to change 


realize their dreams. It’s another one of my 
philosophies. Government ought to help peo- 
and Government 


ple not dictate to people 
ought to trust people 

One way to trust them is to make sure the 
Social Security System works well. If you’re 
an older citizen, you just don’t have to worry 
about Social Security. It’s not going to 
change. You're in good shape There’s ample 
money in the trust fund to take care of you 
If you're a baby boomer like me, it’s going 
to be okay, but we need to worry about our 


children and our grandchildren. That’s who 
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we need to worry about when it comes to 
Social Security. And I believe we ought to 
allow younger workers to take some of their 


taxes and set them aside in a personal Savings 


account that they can call their own to help 
make sure Social Security is available for a 
younger generation 

I think you have to think differently. Let 
me talk about education right quick We 
have—I went to Washington with the idea 
ol expanding the role of the local folks when 
it comes to schools but, at the same time 
saving, “In return for extra money, why don’t 
you show us whether or not your children 
can read.” It doesn’t seem like too tough a 
request to me. It seemed like a reasonable 
request 

And the reason why I thought that was 
necessary is because you know what I know 
Too many of our kids were 


just moving 


through school, grade after grade, year after 


: ' : 
year, without learning the basics, and that’s 


not right. That’s setting the bar too low. | 
believe the role of all of us is to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. | believe 
every child can learn to read, and | expect 
every child to read, and so should you 

And that’s the philosophy behind the No 
Child Left Behind Act. It says, “Let us meas 
ure early so we Can correct problems early. 
See, you can't solve a problem until you diag 
nose the problem And so we're now diag 
nosing problems in education, and we're rais 
ing the standards. And the achievement gap 
in America is getting better. You know how 
we know? We measure. We can show vou 
that more and more children are learning to 
read and write and add and subtrac t because 
We use the 


urement system to support our teac hers and 


we take time to measure meas 
principals We use the measurement system 
to determine whether or not the curriculum 


We 


use Our measurement system to heap praise 


being used at the local level is working 


on those who are doing a fantastic job in the 


public schools, and there are thousands 


across our country who are And we use the 
measurement system to correct early, before 
it’s too late 

There’s more to do There’s more to do 
We need early intervention—or intervention 
programs in high schools. We need to make 


sure that children have got the basics. We 
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need to emphasize math and science in our 
high schools. Do you realize that most new 
jobs now require 2 vears ol college yet one 
in four students in America gets there? That’s 
why we need to expand access to our commu 
nity college systems. We need to increase 
Pell grants to help low- and middle-income 
families. We want more and more of our chil 
dren starting their careers with a college di 
ploma 

| 


WOrTK inh edu 


There’s more to be done 
cation, and I'm looking forward to continuing 
to lead the country in that direction. Let me 
talk to some of the folks with us. Pi rhaps 
they Il help me make our points that I'm try 
One of the things I love 


about our society is people own things, an 


ing to make today 


ownership society. You know, we want more 
people owning their Own home Do you real 
ize the homeownership rate is at an alltime 
think it’s 


r 


] 
ike to put 
| 


1 
high during my administration? | 
| 


an incredibly hopeful statistic. | 
it this way: More and more people ar open 
ing up the door in the places in which they 
Welcome to my Wel 


come to my piece of property 


live and Say home 
Owne rship is a part of a hope ful America 
When hopeful 
America,” it means [m going to encourage 
And one of the 
America and | 


things that’s really inter 


you hear me Say a more 


ownership in our society 


things we also—I like about 
think one of the 
esting about our country is more and mort 
people own their own small business. Do you 
realize 70 percent ol 


, 
new jobs are created 


' , ns 
by small-business owners iQ percent ol 


jobs Therefore policy IS 


aimed at helping the small-business sector 
It 70 
small 


continue to ex 


ill policy Ol good 


of America remain strong and vibrant 
percent of all new jobs are created by 
businesses and we want to 
pand our job base policy ought to focus on 
small-business owners 

Today we've got one with us. Wayne Lamb 
is with us Applause Sounds like some of 
them know you 

Wayne Lamb. | guess so 

The President. Okay 
company? 

Mr. Lamb. Sedalia Steel Supply 

The President. Sedalia Steel Supply 
what do you do? 


The name of your 


And 
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Mr. Lamb. We're a steel service center 
and we service the Midwest—we service all 
the mid part of Missouri with—we buy steel 
from large mills, break it into smaller quan- 
tities, take it to schools manufacturing com 
panies, maintenance fabricators. We process 
it. Just pass the savings on that way 

The President. Yes, good. And let me ask 


you, when did you start 


did you start the 
business? 

Mr. Lamb. Started it in 
almost 28 vears old 


The President. This wasn't one 


1976, so we're 


of those 
deals that started in your garage, was it? 

Mr. Lamb. No, it started just about like 
that. I had a degree 

The President. Kitchen table 

Mr. Lamb. Yes, there you go. I had a de 
gree in accounting—-in fact, it 


Was Ih CCO 


nomics—and didn’t know a piece of steel 
from a two-by-four 
The President. Yes 
Mr. Lamb. That's how it started. 
The President. I'm glad you learned How 
many employees do you have now? 
Mr. Lamb. We presently have 40 employ 
ees 
The President. Forty, good 
Mr. Lamb. We have grown—for 27 vears 
grown every year. We've 
a 


2i years 


we have had an in 


crease in sales for and we've in 
creased our « mployees in that kind of direc 
tion 

The President. That's great. So did you 
add employ es this vear? 

Mr. Lamb. We've 
ployers this year 

The President. Great. Here’s what's hap 
pening in America: Small businesses are add 
He's 


put on three. | suspect some of you ought 


added three new em 


} 
ing employees all across the country 


there who has got a small business might 


" Te 
have added some This economy when you 


hear me say, “It’s strong and getting strong 
er,” it’s because the small-business sector is 
alive and well and it’s vibrant 

Let 


about Wayne’s business. He 


me tell you something interesting 
is called a Sub- 
chapter S corporation That is an accounting 
term, or legal term—legal term. 

Mr. Lamb. Yes, it’s a legal term 

The President. Legal term, yes. You anc 
I aren't lawyers. 
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Mr. Lamb. No, sii 

The President. A Subchapter S corpora- 
tion, like a sole proprietorship pays taxes at 
the individual income-tax level. So when we 
reduced all rates, individual income-tax rates, 
we're helping Subchapter S corporations like 
Wavne’'s 

Now, did it help you? The tax reliet help 
that’s called leading the wit 


Yes, it helped Mr. Presi 


at all? ['m sure 
Laughte: 
dent Laughte 
Mr. Lamb. Yes, it helped Laught ! 
The President. Let tell 
Listen to that ol 
I'm running against a fellow who 
promise d about trillion—well, I think 


i little more than $2 trillion thus far 


hess 


ne you sone 


thing rhetoric this cam 
paren 
gd 
maybe 
How are 
Oh, we're 
to 


! 
called taxing 


of new sp nding. So they said 
He 


ric h 


you 
said 

We re 
That's 


going to pay tor it? 


the 


just 


} } 


yong to Tay YONG ralse¢ 


VO brac ke ts 


taxes Wayne 


rar ke tS 


YOO _O00 


who he taxes? He 
he S tax 
Sub 


chante r S corporations ind sole propri tol 
I I I 


By running up the top t vo | 


] 
mv nea#ry i al 


million out 


ships lust as our economy is gaining 


streneth opponent w ints to run the taxes 
1] 


Th irly a million small businesses 


} 1 

Ss going to make tt hard for this Guy 
] 

ii CTMPlOVeEeS 


reasury 


, 
It you re taking money out 


il he S sending money to 


ston, not reinvesting in his company 

1 1-1 " st : 
S less likely he s going to add peopl Rais 
og taxes is the vrong thing to do right now 


Ame rica 
Audience 


Four more ars 


members. 


. ' 
| OUT nore 


vears! Four more vears 
The President. Okay, got a littk 
Hold on here We work to « 
Sorry Thanks for the 
We can do that at the end 
One 


act was fo 


work to 


} 
1O 


do i got 


| 
thanks $f more vears 


Laughtet 


of the things tax relief 


encourage investinent by small 


businesses. We allowed for bonus deprecia 
tion and extra expensing. Those, again, are 
accounting terms which basically sav toa fel 


Wavne 


to be incentive lor you to do so 


low like If you invest, there’s going 
\re you investing? 
Mr. Lamb. Yes. In the last 3 years 
have taken advantage of that $200,000 cap 
that we can take off immediately off the large 


we 
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And by doing that, 


we've actually been able to buy the next piece 


pieces ot equipment 


quicker. Plus, that has also improved our pro- 
ductivity so well, and also, it made our job 
safer for our ( mployees 

The President. Yes, what did you buy 
example? 

Mr. Lamb. Well 


a Behringer saw-handling. It saws materials 


tor 
’ 

> vVears ago, We bought 
It’s a 


compl te handling system. It was al 


most $300,000. And what we used to do in 


a week on our other saw, which we thought 
was the cat’s meow. what it would do then 
this saw will do in less than a day 

The President. Yes, so he buys a saw. The 
Why don’t vou go think about 


, 
buying new equipment 
I 


tax re lief Says 
He makes the deci 
Somebody 
Set 


buy lhe 
the 


what we've 


to go 


to 


sion equipme nt 


has make new equipme nt 
1icre ased 
SO Wavne 


He 


ind the Guy who takes the 


when done IS We VE 


demand through good tax policy 


Says 


| need a piect ot new equipment 
files an ordet 
Okay fol 


order says I'm going to make it 


ou li Tilay mean that he has to add i ein 
ployee to make that equipment tor Wayne 
That’s how the economy works 

When vou hear the word 
means somebody is buying son thing 
And so the 


means SOoOmedDot 
ull 


Code 
across the demand for 


investment, it 
vhich 
ly has to make it 
en ouraged decisionmake rs 


to 


That’s what vou're 


Pax 
country Increase 
hear 


all 


OTOW 


goods and Services 


ing in this discussion. That’s what this is 


about. And as a result, the economy 


Is 


ing. And the fundamental question, are we 
tax relief in place ? I think 


ought to encourage 


] 
going to keep the 


T 
| 
' 
i 


{ 
we should think we 
small-business srowth 


You done - You did good VW vine 
He hired Steve Platt. Steve 


Thank 
you thanks for 
coming 

Steve Platt. Thank vou 

The President. Steve’s brother is coming 
back from [Iraq in 2 davs. I told him when 


he saw him, af 


him we're all proud of him. 


Mr. Platt. { will. 1 definitely will 
The President. Steve’s with us because 


ter he gave him the hug tell 


he’s working here for Wayne And it’s an in- 

teresting story. He had a job, and then you 

decided to . 
Mr. Platt. | went back to college 
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The President. Went back to college 
where did you go first? 

Mr. Platt. | went to State Fair—got my 
associate’s degree at State Fair Community 
College 

The President. You're th 
working. You were working for 

Mr. Platt. Duke Manufacturing 

The President. Yes, and decided to go 
back to « ollege Why did you make that deci 
sion? 

Mr. Platt. Well, my 


them about wanting to send them to colleg 


And 


children—I'm on 


and the understanding of the importance ot 
going back to school, and I didn’t feel like 
if I didn't started, | 
couldn't very We iH express that, that | 
them to do it 

The President. He 
when you think about it 


finish something | 


vante d 


made a tough choice 
And there’s a lot 
of people in this society of ours and this 
changing world who are faced with the 


Do I make a 


’ : 
gO back to a community college 


Same 
decision to 


and he 


] 
choice you Know 
] 

t-vear coll ¢ and 
And that’s 
changing world. I know it’s hard in a chang 


I think the role of 


, 
eventually went to a 


upgrade my skills? hard in a 


ing world Government 


is to he Ip It’s to help pe opk encoura 


peo 


] 
ple to go back and get an associate degre 


in Steve’s case. or—and he went 


vear, right? 
Mr. Platt. Four-year at MidAmei 
arene University in Olathe 
The President. Ther 


he’s done 1S he’s upgrade d his sh ills 


vou go 


] 


makes him a more productive WOrkKel 
when you hear the talk about productivity 
it means people have got additional skills 
and our job base is changing 

You know, I went down to—-I’ve been to 


North Carolina 


The textile industry has been hurting down 


a lot and went down there 


there. They've lost some jobs in the textile 
health 
booming. SO vou ve got one kind of job re 
And the fundamental role 


I think, is to make college 


industry. But the care industry is 
placing another 
ot Government 
community colleges accessible to programs 
which will train people for the jobs which 
exist 

And so what Steve has done is he went 
back, got a little help from some loans? 
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Mr. Platt. Yes definitely. 

The President. The Government is loan 
ing money. It should. Government provides 
Pell grants. It will. But as well—like, you told 
me you're making a little more money in the 
new job? 

Mr. Platt. Yes 
the benefits are better the company pays 100 
percent of 

The President. See, he 
skills. He’s making 10,000 more a year than 


I've earned more money 


upgraded his 


he did before by going back to colleg by 
going to the community college in his neigh- 
borhood. Community colleges work well 
They work well because they take people 
who have got one skill set and help them 
with a new skill set. And people make more 
money when you become more productive 
In our society 

ax relief helped him too. See, one of the 
things about the tax relief is that it helps peo 
ple like Steve 

Mr. Platt. In 2003, we 
2004, it will be $2,200 

The President. See, he saved 1,800. And 
in “04 he saved 2.200. Now, | that 
doesn't sound like a lot to the budgeters In 


Washington, D¢ 


wile is working and he Ss gone bac k to Se hool 


earned $1,800. In 


know 
But here’s a fellow whose 


ind I « xpect that $4,000 came in handy over 
the last 2 vears, didn’t it? 

Mr. Platt. Yes, d finitely 

The President. And the issue is—and th 
issue in this campaign is and the issue con 
fronting Congress now is, do we make this 
tax relief permanent, or does it go awav? 'm 
for making it permanent, so people like him 
can keep the ir money 

See 
of tact 


IS WISE about how we spend your money, we 


I believe Government—as a matte) 
I know Government—if Government 
can set priorities and meet those priorities 
But I think once we meet those priorities 
people like Steve can spend his money a lot 
better than the Federal Government can 
spend his money. That’s part of my philos- 
ophy 

Weve got 
money on her taxes, Ellyn Wilson. Thanks 


another person who saved 


for coming, Ellyn. Tell us what you do, Ellyn. 
Interesting job she’s got—interesting jobs 


she’s got. 
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Ellyn Wilson. Mr. President, | work three 
jobs. 'm a single mom, which is a full-time 
job, anyway 

The President. |s that your daughter? 

Ms. Wilson. Yes, this is Hannah 

The President. Listen to your mom. I'm 


still listening to mine—most of the time 
Laughte } 

Ms. Wilson. And this is my son, Caleb 
Wilson. He’s eight 

The President. Fantastic. What do you 
do, Mom? 

Ms. Wilson. | am a music teacher. This 


is my 14th vear starting. That’s my full-time 
position 
The President. 
Ms. Wilson. 


veal and 


Thank you for teaching 
And I made a change this 
I'm pres ntly at Pettis County R 
12 Dresden School District, one of the 
schools in the State of Missouri 

The President. That's good. She’s a ma 
ketet Laughte } 

Ms. Wilson. And my part-time job is out 
I'ma Marv Kay consultant 


I'm working my 


best 


ot my home and 


Way up to a star re¢ ruiter 


ind worl Ing my wal up in the business 


The President. Running her own busi 
ness. She’s a sol proprietor Got her own 
business—kind of the American way, isn’t it? 


Started her business out of her own hom«e 


Keep going 
Ms. Wilson. And | love Lord 
at what I do, and I'm church pianist at First 
Baptist ¢ hurch, Sedalia, Missouri 
The President. There you go. Shi 
$1,000 on tax relief. A single 


bemg a single mom im 


to serve the 


saved 
by the 
America is the 
It’s incredibly 


On 
Wal 

, 
toughest job in our country 


; 


hard we tax relief 


rk to be a single mom. The 
helps single moms—$ 1.000 

Ms. Wilson. And I got braces 
It’s he Ipe da lot 

The President. Let's see—oh, yes 
Laughter| Did you ever. |Laughte: 

Ms. Wilson. With my Mary Kay supplies 
as well. So it really helpe d out tremendous 
and I'm very thankful 

The President. He Ipe d het small helped 
with the kids. She’s doing her job as a mom 
to take care of her kids. And then she’s got 
a little business going. And that money helps 
Someday you'll be driving that pink Cadillac 


for my kids 


If they don’t make the tax relief permanent, 
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$300 goes out of her pocket That’s 300 she 
the tax relief 
did we 


can use. Remember how it 


works? Not 
which helped everybody in our small busi- 
nesses: we raised the child credit to $1,000 


only reduce all rates 


and we reduced the marriage penalty. The 
Code ought to be encouraging marriage, not 
discouraging marriage 

We created a 10-percent bracket, which 
helps Ellyn. In other words, we've just got 


to keep this in mind, our country’s got to 


keep in mind, what tax relief has meant to 
working peopk to people who are trying to 


get ahead in life. This is a pertect example 
of a soul who is working hard to do her duty 
and dreams as a 
The tax 


helped. I appreciate you coming 


as a mom to realize her 


small-business ownet relief has 
I hope you get what I'm trying to say here 
see, we can get people like me running for 
office, and we 
that, and th 
to explain the effects of tax relief on our soci 
ind tell 
I'm honored 
Ellyn. Great job. Thank you 
Ms. Wilson. Thank you so mut h Thank 
Mr. President 
The President. Before I talk about how 
to make the world a safer place I 


ask Dr. Don Allcorn 
to stand up I've 


talk about numbers and this 


other. The most effective way 
etv is to ask peopl like Ellyn come 
you why tax relief was effective 


you re he re 


you 


want to 
who is with us today 
isked Don to come today 


1 
because we have an issue in this country 


We've got 


suits that are making it difficult for people 


in issue with these frivolous law 


to practice medicine. And this just isn’t in 
the case in Missouri, this is all over the coun 
trv. I'm telling you, too many good docs are 
and time 


getting sued time and time 


again 


by frivolous lawsuits which, make no mistake 
about it, runs vour cost up It also makes it 
harder for you to find a good doc, and we 
need to do something about this in this coun 
try 

Don 
do you practice? 


Don Allcorn. 1m in 


Lincoln 


I want to what kind of medicine 
family practice in 
which is about 20 miles south of 
here. It’s a town of about 900 
The President. Nine hundred 
Dr. Allcorn. Nine hundred. 
The President. Well, that’s 
times bigger than Crawford 


about 3 
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Dr. Allcorn. That's right 
The President. Well 

And SO 

| mean 
Dr. Allcorn. lve always—my dream, as 


I was going through undergraduate ind then 


Laughter 
thanks for coming 
vive US 


tell people vhat it’s like 


1) 


medical school, was to practice In a small 


town, raise a family there. I think it’s a good 
place to be 

The President. \s this your famih 

Dr. Allcorn. | have my 
me 

The President. Beautiful famil 

Dr. Allcorn. Four daughters and 1 
ly wilt 

The President. She sure is 

Dr. Allcorn. My wif 


gree in nursing education 


] 
ner 


family 


has a mas 
ind she 
be a stay-at-home mom and has ce 
for the last 19 years 
The President. Good. And so 
like to prac tice medicine in the mod 
I mean, vou said some thing he was te lling 
iS ible 


] 
me that when he first sot going, he 


, 
to pra tice without fear of be Ing sued 


Dr. Allcorn. It’s a real 


I could not practice in Lincoln toda 


ISSUE the Sé 
not already started 19 vears ago becaus« 
Tie dicine IS SO high And part | the 
reason fo! that IS 110 dic al liability 
The President. Yes. So what ar 


ing—! 


cost of 


mean, VOu!r preminuns ire 


what it means to 


medicine defensively 


Dr. Allcorn. Defensively means that 


for example, this morning, I had a lady in 


ylain to people 
| perl 


the hospital that I know he pneumonia s het 
ter. I can he 
chest X-ray didn’t look that way. It 


like it 


‘ar it. It sounds better, but her 
looked 
had not changed So | kept her an 
extra day or two just to make sure the chest 
X-ray is better. The 


someday I ever go to court 


reason 18 he Calls¢ 
then I w 
able to prove on paper, from the chest X 
ray report, that that lady is better 

The President. Yes. See 
is, is that if you practice medicine and you're 


will 


spend more than necessary to protect your 


afraid you're to get sued, you 


gong 
self in a court of law. That’s just the reality 
of the society we live in. 


When I first got to Washington 
“Well, maybe medical liability is not a na 


I said 


Treasury 


what he’s s wing 
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tional issue.” Then they told me how much 
the defensive practice of medicine costs our 


Think about it 
docs all over the country prescribing extra 


When you've got 
so in case they get sued, they've got a good 
case mm court, it runs up your veterans bills 
It runs up your Medicare bills. It runs up 
your Medicaid bills. It costs the U.S 
urv a lot of and therefore, | 
Wait a Medical liability 


a national issue that requires a national solu 


Treas 
MmOney said 
minute reform is 
tion 

Wi have 


it’s a major difference in this campaign The 


a problem in this country. and 
problem is, the trial lawvers are making it 


This 


this guy provide S a great service 


hard for people to practice medicine 
town here 
to the peopl of his town. You don’t want 


1 
it so that docs feel like they've got to quit 
, | } , nsive | 
medicine because it s too ¢ xpensive and can ft 
] ‘ 
do their pl wcehice 
Talk tO an 


what that’s like 


Find out 
When these ob gyns are get 


ting sue dl right ind left 


ob-gyn these days 


it makes it awtully 
a person to be abl to 
And that’s not right in 


So Im tor 


hard tO! find a dow 


to ce liver the baby 
our society medical liability 1 
lorm 

| don't think you Can 


I'm running against 


choose. Here’s the way | put it. You cannot 
choose between and doctor and a patie nt and 
Laughter| In 
ill of them 


You've got to make a 


" hospit il and a trial lawver 


other words. vou can’t be for 


You ve 


choi ( 


got to choose 
Phe fellow (m running against made 
his choice, and he put him on the ticket 
You've 
I'm for medical liability reform now, so good 
ke this good doc, can do his job can 


that to heal 


ives without fear of a frivolous lawsuit run 


got to make choices. | made mine 


, 
men, U 


vhich loves to do, is 


practice 
1 
| 


ning him out of business 

Thanks for coming 

Let me talk about how to keep America 
sater right quit k, then [Il answer questions 
I want to tell you some of the lessons I have 
learned and the country must learn about 
September the Lith. One, we face an enemy 
which is coldblooded, an enemy with which 
we cannot negotiate and hope for the best. 
see you cannot talk sense into these people. 
These people are full of hatred. They're 
ideologues that use terror as a weapon and 
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they're trying to shake our will. They're try- 


ing to play upon our conscience They don't 


have a conscience. They go into a Russian 
And 
find 


schoolhouse and mow down young kids 
the only way to deal with them is to 
them and bring them to justice around the 
world so we don't have to face them her 
at home 


And we okay All right 


Thank you. I’ve got to kee P working. I’ve got 


Applaus 
must be hold on 
to keep working 

We must be strong and focused and unre 
lenting. Secondly, this is a different kind of 
war. It is a—I know there’s a lot of vets here 
ind this is a different kind of war than you 
all were in. It’s a war in which these pe ople 
will hide in caves and lurk around in the cities 
find sale 


wound the world and try to 


So the 


} 
and 


harbor second lesson is. is that we 


must not only find them—by the way, we're 
said in the speech 
three quarters of known 


doing a good job. As | 
the other night 
leaders of Al Qaida have been brought to jus 
tice, and we're on the hunt. We'll stay on 
the hunt 

But in order to make 


sure that they can’t 


find safe haven. I issued a doctrine that said 


f you harbor a terrorist, you're just as guilty 
Now, when the 
I think it 
understand and he must mean what he says 
And I meant what I said 

And 
for them to give up Al Qaida and to stop 


playing safe haven 


as the terrorist President 


Says something must be easy to 


vhen the Taliban refused our demand 


providing sate haven, we 
the ta 


sater tor it 


trom 
The Al 


They can 


coalition and removed 


And 
Qaida can 


led a 


powe! America is 


no longer train there 
no longer plan there Phe peopk of Afghani 


stan are free. Afghanistan is an ally in the 


war on terror now. They're our friends when 


it comes to routing out those killers. They 


helped us find them 
But something else is taking place there 
well 


too. as which will mean our children 


and grandchildren Cah Grow up ha 


peace ful world that we all hope for, and that 


more 


! 
is, Afghanistan is moving toward democracy 
It's an amazing ¢hing for a President to be 


able to say. It wasn’t all that long ago that 


that country was run by the Taliban. These 
are the kind of people that would take a 
wolnan nm the public square and whip her 
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because she didn’t toe the line. They were 
dim-viewed. They’re—had a dark vision of 
the world, and now light has arrived in Af 
ghanistan in the form of a free society. 

Many young girls weren't allowed to go to 
school in Afghanistan. It wasn’t all that long 
ago, in Cleveland, Ohio, I welcomed athletes 
And 
right to my right was the Afghan girl's soccer 
They had 
been freed. Young girls are going to school 
Three 
vears isnt very long when vou think about 
it. But 
moved from powe! 10 million citizens in Af 
10 million. It’s 
They re 


to the International Children’s Games 


team were there because they 


there now the first—for the first time 


3 vears after the Taliban were re 


ghanistan re gistered to vote 


an amazing thought isnt it going 
to have Presidential elections this October 
The people are going to be allowed to go 
to the polls and say, who—“Here’s who | 
to be 


amazing thing has happened 


want President in my country An 


is that we must deal 


fully 


That’s one of the serious lessons of Sep 


The third lesson is 


with threats before they materialize 


tember the llth. You know. prior to Sep- 
tember the llth, we threat 


don't need to 


would Set a 
Oh, we 


deal with that, because it’s not going to come 


somewhere and Say 


home to hurt us.” That’s what we thought 
That's what the that 
we re protected But that changed on that 


day, and it’s really important for the Amer- 


history had taught us 


ican President and the American peopl to 
that 
We must 
deal with it before it comes to hurt us 


understand that when we see a threat 


we must have to take it seriously 

And that’s what led me to go to the United 
States Congress about Saddam Hussein. See 
a threat 
because he had used weapons Of mass de 
And the 
worst thing that could possibly happen is 


I saw And the reason I saw one 


struction. He harbored terrorists 
there be a connection between weapons ol 
mass destruction and terrorist networks that 
He had 
Abu 
Nidal, his organization, were there. He’s the 
guy that killed Leon Klinghoffer. He’s a ter 
rorist. This guy Zarqawi, was in Baghdad. 


we know want to inflict harm on us 


paid when I say harbored terrorists 


He’s the guy that chops people’s heads off 
on TV and hopes to cause us to tremble and 
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shirk from our duty. Saddam Hussein sub 
sidized the families of suicide bombers. It’s 
a terrorist act when somebody goes and kills 
the innocent. And he invaded his neighbors 
He was shooting missiles at our pilots. That 
guy was a threat 

and the 
tact 


And so I went to the Congress 


Congress agreed. As a matter of they 


passed a resolution Che \ looked at the Sallie 
intelligence I looked at, the very same intel 
ligence. They passed a resolution that author 
ized the use of force 

intel 


pretty 


the sam 


My opponent looked at 
ligence I looked at and made some 
strong statements about the threat of Saddam 
He voted “ves 


Hussein when it came to 


the authorization of force 

Now 
it’s necessary to trv to solve probk ms peace 
fully 


going to the United Nations, becauss 


before a President commits troops 


) 
I want vou to know that. Ws spent time 


iS 


| 
hopeful that we could deal with this threat 
I 


diplomatically And | gave a speech there and 
laid out Saddam 

being a threat. Thev looked at the same intel 
ligence | looked at looked at the 
They history I re 
membered and passed by 15-to-nothing a S« 


Hus 


face sel 


our case about Hussein 


and they 


history remembered the 


curity Counc il resolution that Saddam 


sein must disclose, disarm. or iOUS 
consequences 


The tree world spoke loud and cleal but 


as he h id for ove ra dec ade he 1IPnore the 
It S like 


not interested in listening.” He wasn’t inte1 


demands Go ahead and tall 

demands of the free wv Id. As 
a matter of fact, he 
that the U.N 


vords, they said 


ested in the 
deceived the inspectors 
sent into his country. In other 


Well 


deceived them 


we ll send Insper tors 
in,” and he And we all knew 

that 
So at this point in our history, after diplo 
to make Do | 


failed 


forget the lessons of September the 11th and 


macy I had a choice 
hope for the best when it came to the deci 
action to defend 
| will cle i nd 


Th ink vou 


sions of a madman, or take 
our countrv? Given that choice 
America every time. 
! 
all 

We didn’t find the stockpiles we thought 
we would find, but Saddam Hussein had the 


Applause 
i 


capability of making weapons. He could have 
passed that capability on to the enemy, and 
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that’s a risk we could not afford to take after 
September the 11th. Knowing what I know 
today I would have made the same decision 
Fourth lesson: We put when we put our 
troops in harm’s way they deserve the full 
support of our Government. That's why I 


went to the United States Congress Sep- 


tember of ’03 and asked for supplemental 
funding to support our troops in ¢ ombat, $87 
billion worth. We received great support 
overwhelming support—as a matter of fact 
so strong that only 12 United States Senators 
voted against the funding for our troops 
of whom are my opponent and his 
runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. As a 


opponent and his runningmate were two of 


matter of tact, my 
four Senators who voted for the authorization 
ind then voted against funding our 
We have 
this issue when it comes to supporting troops 
in combat And he 
Well, I actually did vote for the $87 
he fore 
| don’t know if they talk that way in the coffee 
Laughter 


And then they kept pressing him 


ol force 

troops i difference of opinion on 

So they asked him why 

said 

] . ] 

billion | voted against it,” you know 
] . 

shops here in Sedalia, Missouri 

." 

1es, nO 


and he said, “Well, it’s a complicated mat 


} 


te! There is nothing complicated about 
supporting our troops in combat 

| believe in the transformational power of 
liberty. Let me 


think liberty Call change societies and pro 


tell you what that means. I 


mote the peace. Our short-term strategy is 


to help the se countries achieve—get on the 
road to democracy and stability, is to train 
lraqis and Afghans so thev can do the work 
necessary to defend freedom. And we ll get 
that done as qui kly as possible and then 
oul troops will come home with the honor 
they ve earned 

But the long-term strategy is to spread 
freedom. Let me tell you some interesting: 
a story about that that maybe will help illus- 
trate the point I'm trying to make. You know 
I've spent a lot of time in the past with Prime 
Minister Koizumi of Japan. And I like him 
a lot 


He's a good guy. His favorite singer 


was Elvis. [Laughter 
So, it’s interesting, though, just to remem- 
ber it wasn’t all that long ago—what, 60 years 


ago, | guess—that we were at war with the 
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Japanese husbands, 


My dad dads 


grandfathers fought in the same war against 


youl 


Japan. It was a bloody war. Japan was the 
sworn enemy of the United States of Amer- 
ica, and we were fighting them. And here 
1 am, 60 vears later, sitting down with this 
guy, strategizing about the peace 

What happe ned was, is that after World 
War II, Harry Truman and the State of Mis- 
souri and other Americans believed in the 
capacity for liberty to transform societies, be 
lieved that a free society would convert the 
Japanese people from enemies to friends 
That’s what they And as 


of that belief and as a result of staring down 


believed l result 


the ske pti s and the critics—and vou can un 
derstand why peopl were ske pt il after 
World War II about japan becoming an ally 

We just fought them. You know 
moms son in combat 
You think 
liberty is going to transform these people? 


But ther 


ers did 


and dads had lost 
ind they're s iving to themselves 


but my pre decessor did and oth 


As a result of believing in the power of 
liberty Minister Koizumi and | sit 
down ind talk ibout how to keep the peace 
on the Korean Peninsula. We talk about Iraq 


ind how 


Prime 


a free Iraq will make the world a 
more peacetu plac What s going to happen 
someday is that when America keeps faith 
with our belief in liberty, an American Presi 
dent is going to sit down with a duly elected 

| And 
our children and grandchildren will be better 


on 


It’s hard work. I know there’s pe ople who 


leader of Lraq talking about the peace 


are sk pti al about whether or not it will hap 


pen. Just remember what I told you about 
Afghanistan. It wasn’t all that long ago that 
foul pulled of the 


| 
I think 


women I 
] 
Taliban and killed he cause they're 
1 
themselves. or 


were a bus by 


they 


helping others to registe! 


were registering to vote 
And people said 
Oh no, there goes the elections.” Since that 
day, millions have shown up to vote 

Freedom is a powerful—freedom is pow 
erful. Iraq will have elections in January. It 
wasn't all that long ago that Saddam Hussein 
was torturing and killing the people of Iraq 
and now they're headed toward Presidential 
elections 


or prime—or elections for their 


Prime Minister. It’s amazing what happens. 
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You know why I feel so strongly about the 
power of liberty? It’s because I believe that 
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to each 
man and woman in this world. That’s what 
I believe. 

These are historic times we're living in 
These are histdtic times we're living in. The 
free societies in Afghanistan and Iraq are 
going to affect the neighborhood that’s des- 
perate for freedom. Think about the example 


“Look 


they re going to set. Women will say 
at the free women of Iraq Why can’t we be 
tree? Look 


society in our neighborhood 


Young boys are going to say 


there’s a free 
1 why do I w | 

and why ck vant to strap DOMDS On aS a 

suicider?” Reformers political prisoners, are 

Wait a The United 


States is standing true to its belief that all 


Free societies there 


going to say minute 


people ought to be free 


are going to serve as powerful examples 


Thev re going to promote freedom in other 


countries, and that part of the world needs 
freedom Che long term solution SO OUF ¢ hil 
dren can grow up in a free world, is never 
forget the power of liberty to transform soci- 
etnies 

That's why 


\ couple 
A 


That’s why I'm running again 


I'm out asking for the vote 


ot more 
things, then I'll answe1 questions. In a « hang 
ing world 


things won't change, the values 


we trv to live by, courage 
erence, and inte grity. We 
things. We stand for marriage and family) 


which are the foundation of our societies. We 


compassion reyv- 


stand for some 


stand for a culture of life in which evervbody 
matters and every being counts. We stand 
for judges who faithfully interpret the law 
not legislate from the bench 

I’m coming today to ask for the vote and 
tell you there’s a reason why, and I hope you 
got a better feel for why Id like to 


this country for 4 more vears 


serve 
And if you give 
me the chan e to do SO, ri uphold the honor 
and dignity of the office to which I’ve been 
elected Applause 

Let me answer some questions Not vet 
I've got some time for some questions then 
we've got head on the bus here 
got any questions? Yes, sir 

Q. |Inaudibl 

The President. All right, well, that’s not 
a question, that’s Laughter| Vl 


Anvbody 


a request. 
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sign it, so long as you go out and register 
somebody to vote. 


Yes, sir 


France and Germany/International 
Cooperation 


Q. Do our previous allies remember us 
such as France and Germany? Thank you. 

The President. Yes, 1 appreciate that. 
First of all, we put together coalitions. In Af- 
ghanistan, for example, there’s French Spe- 
cial Forces that have been helping our Spe 
cial Forces find Al Qaida. We've been work 
ing together in Haiti. Haiti had a problem 
and we provided some stability forces, along 
with the Canadians and the French. So there 
are places where we are working together 

As a matter of fact, I put together what's 
called the Proliferation 
which is a 60-nation coalition, 


Security Initiative, 
all aimed at 
intercepting the flow of technologies so that 
weapons of mass destruction don’t get in the 
hands of our enemies. I don’t know if you 
remember when we busted the A.Q. Khan 
network. This is a guy who was a fellow out 
of Pakistan that was selling technologies to 


North Korea and Iran 


And we inter¢ epted 
a ship 


we, the coalition intercepted a ship 
of materials aimed at Libya, which helped 
us make the case to Colonel Qadhafi, which 
caused him to make another decision about 
whether or not he was going to have weapons 
of mass destruction 

We work with Germany on a lot of causes 


as well. They just didn’t agree with me on 


Iraq They did on a first resolution, but when 


it came time to define serious ¢ onsequences 
But our coali 
tion was a strong one going into Iraq, you 
know. We shouldn't denigrate the contribu 
tions of our allies My opponent called them 
“the coerced and the bribed.” That's deni- 
grating allies. 


they made a different choice 


Tony Blair is a standup guy. The people 
of England are putting troops in combat. The 
Australians were there, Prime Minister How 
Now 
30 nations involved in Iraq. These 
aren't the coerced and bribed; these are the 
brave and the dedicated to peace and free- 
dom. We'll put coalitions together, and we'll 
work with alliances. [ll never turn over our 


ard. The Poles went with us. there’s 


nearly 
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national security decisions to leaders of other 
countries 

Yes, ma'am. Okay, we—either way. You're 
next. Be thinking of a good question. You 
already got it? Okay. 


Support for Families of Fallen Soldiers 


Q. Mr. President, I know a lot of our boys 
are not going to come home because they 
are giving up their lives for what we truly 
believe in in America. What are we going 
to do for their families that are left behind? 

The President. Yes, | appreciate that. The 
first thing we'll do is support them with our 
prayers. And there will be survivor benefits. 
I've met with a lot of the families to whom 
you refer, and I’ve been struck by their in- 
credible courage and strength. My promise 
to them is that we will complete the mission 
so that their child or their husband or wife 
has not died in vain. And that mission is to 
leave behind a better world. 
that we 
never send mixed signals to our troops in 


It’s really important that our 


harm’s Way or mixed signals to the [raqi citi- 
zens who wonder whether or not we've got 
what it takes to stay the line, see. What I 
like to do is, I don't like to put artificial time- 
tables out there because of politics. My—l 
say to the—I say to our troops and | Say to 
the enemy and | say to the Iraqis, we will 
be there until the mission is finished, and 
then we re coming home 

And it is 
some incredible bravery and sacrifice made. 


Every life matters there’s been 
And | will do my best to assure those loved 
ones that the personal sacrifice will mean this 
world Is a more peaceful place because | 
think that’s what’s happening. 


Yes, ma'am? Fire away. 


Flexibility Under the No Child Left 
Behind Act 


Q. I have a daughter that’s a fifth-grade 
teacher just north of Columbia, and she’s 
very concerned about your no-child-left-be- 
hind policy. 

The President. Why? 

Q. She says, what about behavior-dis- 
ordered children and the learning-disabled 
children? 
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The President. | appreciate that. What 
countability system. Shouldn't there be a dif- 
children?” In 
should the accountability sys 
flexible? Yes, it 


should be and is. You know, you can’t expect 


she’s asking me 1S, you have an ac- 


ferent standard for certain 


other words 
tem be And the answer is 


a child that who can’t speak English as a first 
language to immediately be able to adapt to 


And 


shows flexibility, as it should 


the education system so the system 
By the wav, these systems ar designed by 


the citizens of each State. These aren't Fed 
All the Federal Government is say 
We've increased your funding by 49 
percent since 2001 for K through 12 
now vou show us, not only Federal people 


but e\ 


er il tests 
ing is 


and 


not a child can 
And you bet there’s a flexibility in the 


assessments. So vou tell het 


] 
ervbody, whether o1 


read 
there’s flexibility 
in the assessment system 

But I will tell you something, I'm not going 


to vield when it comes to assessment 


\ sys 
tem that doesn’t assess is a system that just 
shuffle S 


kids through ind that’s unaccept 


able you know 
as a former heard it all. You 
know, “Oh, theyre just teaching the test 

I've heard that. But | 
teach a child to read, they pass the test. Or 
All they 
Well 
to be able to read: otherwise they can’t pass 
the test 


It’s not a—and believe me 


Governor, Ive 
vou know when vou 


re doing is t iking tests all the time 


a } 
that’s not true. They're learning how 


We should not allow the ex« usemaking to 
Accountability 


reinforces whether o1 


weaken accountability 
Accountability 

not a school district is doing the right thing 
Accountability will tell 
there needs to be Accountability 
will let us know that the teacher is doing a 


Saves 


lives 


us whether or not 


changes 


fabulous job Accountability says to parents 


Here’s the standing of your school Ac 
countability allows one district to compare 
to another. Accountability is healthy and nec 
for excellence in every classroom in 
the United States of America 

Got 


America, there you go 


essary 


a question? Yes. Future Farmer of 
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Military Draft/Reconfiguration of U.S. 
Forces 


Q. Mi 


continues 


President, if the war on terrorism 
do vou feel that there will be a 
need for the draft? And do you want to start 
the draft again? 

The President. Yes, first of all 
on terror will continue. It’s going to take 
awhile What 
don’t worry about it. What 


the war 


And no, we don’t need a draft 
we need to do is 
we need to do is to make sure our troops 


are well paid ind well-housed and well 
equipped 


And 


we've increased military pay by 


that’s why over the last 32 vears 
21 percent 


We've 


vou ke ep a sol 


And that’s why our housing is better 
improved housing. You se 


dier in the military by appealing to his family 


family 


When the housing 1S good 
when the health is good they stav. When the 
pay is decent, they stay 


And SO the retore 


army work 


OI her 


in making a volunteer 
it’s best to treat our soldiers with 
the best we possibly can. And we made great 
progress in doing just that. No, Pm—we 
don't need the draft. We: don't need a draft 
at all 

I'll tell vou what else we 
we need to transform our military. And let 
that \ little flap 


came up the other day when I announced 


need to do is 


me tell you what means 


that we're going to reconfigure ou troops 
Now, our 
strength in | urope was set when the Soviet 
Well, the 
And so, therefore, oun 
troop str neth in E urope needs to reflect the 
threats of the 21st century 


in Europe fol example troop 


Union was an enemy Soviet Union 


doesn’t exist anymore 


We can replace people with a lighter, more 
mobile military. In other words, the heavy 
let me rephrase it. We can replace divisions 
of heavy armament and, therefore people 
with fewer peopl and equipment which can 
move lighter and more lethal. We've changed 
our military since the day in which the Soviet 
was a threat. It is lighter, more agile, easier 
to move. And therefore, we can reconfigure 
transform how we meet the threats of the 
21st century 

That will take pressure off our troops at 


home, by the way. Cycling deployments is 
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a strain on families. And so hopefully we ll 


} 
have a more stable military so moms don’t 


have to move their children from school to 
school to school and that people will b based 
longer 
It is being 


that can move just like 


in—more likely to stay in one bas« 
Our 


verted into 


military is different con 
a toree 
that, very quickly you know light units but 
ire lethal 


against the enemy which exists 


And that’s necessary to defend 


And so that’s how vou make sure you don’t 
is to make the military pe riorm 
better and take care of the peopl in the mili 


need a draft 


tary 
Yes 
that thing up 


ma'am. Hold on. We've got to crank 


English Language Skills 


Q. You talk about accountability 
ing. Will you please 


nh id 


require that our schools 


teach English? And will you rescind Presi 


dent Clinton’s Executive order so that they 


can read a ballot in English and not have 
ballots and other driver's license and Social 
Security all in whatevei language the 


their hom« language r 
The President. Yes, well 


look 


liste a 3 thir 
accountability 
| neglish 


kids to read | 


no question the 
tems in schools are based on 


other words, we expect 


When | 
porte d what’s called 

abl 
plus additional langu 1% 
think 


America that you've 


was the Governor of Pexas 
English Plus 
is necessary to be to realize ch 
our society 
think we are—I it's pretty 

got to speal | 

order to be able to succeed here 

vhen he 


And SO the schools are based 


1 
mentioned the accountability they 


system 
are based on English. And it’s going to tak 
a while to he Ip transition certain kids. We've 
got a society in which pe opk are coming here 
They're 
working the meat plants. And a lot of times 


their children don’t speak English, and so the 


to work. They're working the farms 


function of a school is to he Ip them learn 
to speak English. And ours is a society based 
on English, but we've got to recognize that 
a diverse society is one in which other lan 
guages are learned and spoke as well, but 
English is the primary language 


Yes. 
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Prayers for the President/Religious 
Freedom 

Q. Hi 

The President. Ui 
are your 

Q. No, how can I be? This is an answered 
prayer for me to get to speak to you. 

The President. Well 


for coming 


You re not nervous 


Laughte thanks 

Q. Chis IS a COTNING nit to encourage you 
We here in the heartland, I think, are respon 
sible for being the anchor, and we know that 
there is a lot of trends on both coasts, but 
and we try to do what 
And I want to tell 
you that I believe I can be a Christian rep 


we trv to stay steady 
we feel is the right thing 
resentative and say there’s a whole bunch of 
people praying tor you 

The President. Thank you 

Q. There are 


what I mean what I say that. In my prayers 


those here that will know 


over the last 3 years, | am definitely im 


pressed that you've been chosen for this 
time 
And 


ibout 


finally I don't 


thos 


want you to worry 
veapons of mass destruction 
] 1 

They re there 


The President. Thank you 


Theyre going to find them 


very much 
Thanks. | ippreciate your prayers a lot. Let 
ne make a comment about religion. First of 


and 


ll, the prayers help a lot I thank vou 
tol that 
people would p1 iv for us 


Ours 


It means a lot to me and Laura that 


s a society that is based upon the 
ability lol pt ople to worship or not worship 
if that’s what they choose to do. It’s really 
in important part of the American tradition 
and I believe that 


and history and future 


We need to be serving the example ina 
world that says, “If you worship youre a pa 
triot. If you don’t worship, you're a patriot 
And if you do worship you can worship any 
way you see fit.” It’s really one of the most 
important traditions of our country. It serves 
as such a wonderful example that—around 
the world—we value the freedom to choose 
how we want to worship and the great thing 
about ow country is that it’s that freedom, 
and we'll guard that. The other thing that’s 


about our country which is true, there’s a 


lot of people who have chosen to pray for 


me and Laura, and I can’t thank people 
enough for that. It’s the sustaining aspect of 
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our life, and we're very grateful for that. 
Thank you 


2004 Election 

Q. First of all, I have to say, my mom said 
to tell you she loves you 

The President. Your mom said that? 

Q. My mom said that. She couldn't be here 
today 

The President. Tell her thanks. 

Q. | appreciate so much the choice of your 
runningmate. A lot was made over John Ed- 
wards’ great head of hair when he decided 
to accept the nomination, but I would take 
Dick Cheney's cute little smirk over that 
head of 
Laughter 

The President. He’s a steady guy 
I really like him. We’re 
he’s a FOC rd guy really good guy 

Q. Any chance he'll run in ‘OS? 

The President. Pardon me? 

Q. Any chance that he will run in ‘08? 

The President. Oh, no, listen 
to get through 04. [Laughter 

Q. That's a done deal. 04’s a done deal 

The President. No, no done deal. Well 
I appreciate that. I have no idea about ’0S. 
Dick and I are fo- 
cused on November of ’04. We're traveling 
hard, working hard, and balancing time on 
the road 


great hair any day of the year. 


Dick 


Cheney close, and 


we ve got 


I will tell you. we are 


with time we need to spend in 
Washington to do our jobs. And tomorrow 
I'm going to spend the morning in Wash 
ington. I'll be meeting with Members of Con- 
gress. I'll be meeting with my national secu- 
rity team. And then I’m going to head on 
down to Florida and try to comfort as best 
I can the people whose lives, once again, 
have been affected by natural disaster 

But no, ’'m—thanks for talking about ’08, 
but it’s just kind of—don’t forget about right 
now, you know? | Laughter] 


Yes SII 


A couple of more questions, and 


we've got to go. Yes, sir. 


Veterans’ Health Benefits 
Q. | Inaudible | 


The President. Good 

Q. [Inaudible | 

The President. Thank you, sir. 
Q. | Inaudible | 


The President. Thank you, sir. 
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Q. | Inaudible 

The President. Yes, | am. He’s asking 
about veterans’ health benefits 
give you the record. We have spent more 


Let me just 
in 4 years on veterans’ we have increased 
veterans’ benefits in 4 years by more than 
the predecessor did in 8 years. In other 
words, in the 4 years I’ve been President, 
we've increased spending by more than my 
predecessor did one. Two, I told the people 
I said, “If I'm in, we'll reduce the waiting 
time necessary for the veterans.” We've done 
that. Three, we’re making sure that the vet- 
erans hospitals and clinics meet the needs 
moving kind of—the 
central part of our country down to the South 


A lot of veterans are 


and the West, and those veterans’ clinics and 
hospitals need to be upgraded around the 
country, where the veterans And so 


you're seeing us now match assets with need. 


live 


We've increased the number of people re- 


ceiving pharmaceuticals on the veterans’ list 


we have a duty to 
. ” 1] . 

our veterans. We'll keep our commitment to 

our veterans 


The answer is, ves, sir 


Got one? 


Federal Highways Legislation/Tone in 
Washington 

Q. Mr. President, I'd like to thank you for 
your comments on the Faith-Based Initiative 
I'm certainly for that 

But my family is involved in trucking here 
in Missouri, and I was wondering what you, 
as President, could do with Federal money 
to upgrade our highways. Our trucks are fall- 
ing apart because our highways are falling 
apart. 

The President. Yes, | appreciate that. 
We're in the midst of a discussion on a high- 
Wal bill. | just want to make sure that the 
highway bill is a fair bill. We've put out a 
number we thought was fair, and we're work- 
ing with the Congress to meet the number. 
And hopefully, we'll get it done. You know 
there’s a—either get the highway bill a 6- 
year extension, or they may just decide to 
go with a l-year extension and work it out 
later on. There will be a highway bill, and 
just want to make sure that the highway bill 
honors the Highway Trust Fund. The High- 
way Trust Fund is set up so that we use the 
money from the gasoline tax and not general 
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revenues. And I think it’s very important that 
we guard that aspect of the trust, keep the 
trust of the trust fund. 

And that’s why we're having the discus- 
we ll see 
if we can get a bill done. There will be a 
lot of discussions here in the next 


sions we're having, and you know 


1 month 
It’s hard to get things done this year coming 
down the stretch because there’s a lot of poli- 
tics in Washington 
that—I’ve been frankly amazed at the zero- 
sum attitude in that town. “We can’t do this 
because Bush might look good,” or “We can’t 
do this this 
make him look bad.” I mean, it’s not the right 
way, but that’s the way it is. 

I’ve worked hard to try to change the tone 
there, and I admit it’s hard to do. But I'm 
going to keep trying. The President's job is 
to lead the whole Nation. I understand not 
everybody's for me. I believe over 50 percent 
will be, but And there 
but I still have the responsibility to be 
the President of everybody, and I will. And 
I—you know, I will try to do my best to work 


Laughter| It's a town 


because so-and-so would do 


not everybody is. 
fore 


with people in the other party to get things 
done. But I can’t guarantee much will get 
done between now and the election because 
it’s pretty there 
They it’s real partisan up there right now 
Laughter| That's just reality. 

Last question, sir and then I’ve got to go 


partisan up right now 


I’ve got to get on the bus 


International Cooperation 
Q. What a pleasure, Mr. President. to a 


tually face and see my Commander in Chief 
The President. Thank you, sir 


Q. My question is, why are the French 


so ungrateful for what all we have done for 


that nation, especially in the pastr 

The President. The who? 

Q. The French. 

The President. Oh, yes. Yes. Well, I'm 
getting the picture here today of 
ter|—look, we've got a 


laugh- 
we just try to work 
with everybody as best we can, you know, 
and if they—if 
body veto our policy, if we do what we think 


I'm just not going to let any 


is right and lead the world in the cause of 


freedom and peace and try to work with ev- 
erybody, you know, try to bring people along. 
And by far—a lot of nations are working with 
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us so far. We've got good coalitions, and I'm 
not going to touch that. | Laughter] 

All right, one more question, then I've got 
to go. Got one? Okay. Now, I promise, she’s 
the last one. 

Audience members. Aw-w-w! 

The President. | know. We've got to go 
down the road. 


President’s Autograph 

Q. Mr. President, my question was on the 
draft. Thank you for answering that. But if 
at all possible, could I have your autograph 
please? | Laughter 

The President. Tough question. Where’s 
the guy with the hat? Oh, there he is. Okay 
get the hat, get the vest 

Who’s got one? ¢ kay go ahead. 


Whiteman Air Force Base 


Q. Mr 
Reagan spoke in Sedalia, right here in this 
building 

The President. Really? Right 
You've got to be kidding. Isn't that some- 
thing. I'm honored to be following in his foot- 


President, 20 years ago, Ronald 


here? 


steps again 

Q. My question is 

The President. How old were you then? 

Q. Me? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Twenty-six. I guess everybody knows 
how old I am. |Laughter| My question is 
Whiteman Air Force Base and the stealth 
bomber are very important to the local econ- 


omy here. And we've got a pretty good Rep- 


resentative that’s done a good job sticking 
up for Whiteman. Trouble is, he’s a Demo- 
crat. But that’s okay; he’s done a good job 
in that. The problem is, he came to town 
on an alleged whistlestop tour with his 
buddy, who’s running against you. And we're 
talking about the Presidential election now, 
folks. So how is Whiteman Air Force Base 
and it’s impact on our economy going to be 
different under you than under your oppo- 
nentr 

The President. Well, you've seen how it 
is under me. You know, when I’m talking 
about a military that’s transforming, the 
stealth was part of that transformation. It was 
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the leading edge of the transformation. I re 
member those stories about the pilots load- 


ing up here in Missouri flying over and deliv 


Nc Ww 


M hic h h iS been 


’ 
ering ordnances and Comme home 


that’s the that’s a military 
transformed 

And 
ot transtormation 
] 


so the stealth was on the | iding edge 
It's anew way to approach 
that 


capacity to fly long-1 inge out 


keep the ind the fact 


I 
rot thie 


how to peace 
i 


] 
ountry to deliver ordnance and come 
’ 
reflects what In 


1 
words 


] 
talking 


cot 


home Is 


In other 


| 
ry thas 


isier to ind stealthy, in 


people have 


i I 
ry up to 


We 


oes Ol 


now 
ws tiive 
+] 


these 


ippreci 


| 


Remarks in Columbia, Missouri 
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The President. Thank you all for coming 
Audience ! 


members. Four urs 


more 
' 
ars 


ve 


. . = 
Four more vears Four more ve 


The President. Thanks for coming. | ap 
preciate it. That’s what I’m here to tell you: 
Im to lead this Nation for 4 


ready more 
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vears. It is great to be back in Columbia. It 
is nice to be here at the Boone County Fair 
grounds. I was hoping to get a corny dog 
Laughte 

We're taking a bus tour across your State 
I'll tell 
the 
I'm not 


Thanks for coming 


It’s a great wav te 
vhy I'm he re 
I believe Ve Ve 
to 
ir help. | 
vote 


) spend a Tu sd t\ 


you I'm here to ask for 


vote got to get out 


the 


think we 


only here fol vote 


ask for voi have a duty 


in this countr and I'm her to ask 


vou to registe friends and 
to And alter 
} ] 


istered to vote head them 


you! ighbors 


vote then you them res 


to the polls And 
if to the polls 


them il } Val ile 


cet 


as vou mind 


r country, a stronget 


country country, put ind Dick 
Cheney bac] 


And by 


peopl mia 


vhe mn vou re 
ou not only 
public ins and indepe ndents, but 

) j 
vou mciudce its 


He 


SsceTIUng De. Oc! 
ht remember Zell Miller 


and there’s a 


ik 


cermming 


| hin 


] | 
like this country. | appreciate 
comin 


il 


you ins a lot to me that vou’r 


here 
My onh sret is that 
Audience members. Aw-w 
The President. Yes, | 


1 
iSked rt irl nie 


know 
she said 
to 
I said 
didn't hold 
promise she 
i lot of cl 
vondertul 


the 


in ther IS SO 


most eason to 


That she ll have 
First Lad) 


I'm proud to | 


as the 
e running with Dick Cl 
Hes a ti Vice 

doesn’t hav vaviest hair 


didn't picl hit 


lwenley 
He 


race | 


as WwW I] rie Pre sic nit 


rhe in the 
n for his hairdo. | pi ked him 
because he’s a man of enormous « xperience 
and sound judgment, and he can get the job 
Ame 
Im proud to | 
Kenny fine 
Member of the United States Congress. I ap- 
preciate it. 'm proud to call him friend 
I understand that Blunt 


here. I know Lieutenant Governor Kinder is 


done for the ican people 
ve standing up here with 


Congressman Hulshof is a fine 


Governor was 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


Pete) 


coming. Pete’s a good friend of min 


here. Good to see you Thanks for 


been 
a friend for quite a while 

I appreciate the spt aker being here, Cath 
erine Hanaway 
that Sarah 
thank all the other State 


| appreciate your attendance 


And | appreciate the tact 
Steelman was here. I want to 


+t 
ii 


and local Oi ials 


I want to thank my uncle. Bucky Bush 
from St Missouri. He 
today 

I thank Ernie Lee, State 


is with us today. | 


Louis S here vith us 


1 
veterans cochall 


Hall ipprec late vou 


I want to thank Mark Wills. the 


country and western singer, to 


COln 
ing, Erni 
ntertaming 
vou he re 

But 
tell you 
paign 

] 


where 


most of all, thank vou 
I'm looking forward 

Im looking forward to 

vhat | he lic ¢ 


I'll lead this countrn | 


I stand and 
hy lie \¢ ( 
Cah le arm and every S¢ hool must tea 
to Washington to challenge the 


of low expectations. See, | believe 


to Tals the bar | believe ) W 


ou 

1] 

early sO you (¢ problems 
lat | 

bile e's Wie ( 


too ve 
lin J 


the Vv re 
this practice ol 
] 


through thie 


simply shuff 
I 
schools veal ute! ( 


iter grade, without learning th 


} 1 ] ] } 
heve n loc u control of schools 


if brie vement 

] ] 
ica, and we're not turning Dack 
We have 


CIUZeNS 


we re closing the 
i moral responsibility 
vith gsood health care 


ly inl 


portant program 
| 
IKE ine dic ihe 


) 
modernizing | 
we were villing to pay or did pay $100,000 

art surgery but would not pay yr the 
prescription drugs that would have prevented 
the heart surgery trom happe ning in 


tor he 


place That didn’t make any sens¢ our 


sense tor 


seniors, and it didn’t make any Our 

taxpayers We've strengthened and modern 

ized Medicare 

2006, all seniors can have prescription drugs 

in Medicare, and we're not turning ba 
| believe in the 


the 


| 
ranchers and small-business owners, SO We 


for our seniors. Beginning in 


energy and innovation of 


American workers and farmers and 


unleashed that energy with the lara st tax cut 
in a generation. When you're out gathering 
the vote, remind your friends and neighbors 
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what this economy has been through We've 
We've 


through corporate scandals and Wwe Ve he en 


been through a recession been 
through that attack, which hurt our economy 
But we re ove rcoming those obstacles We re 
overcoming them because were a great 
country. We're overcoming them because thi 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong. We're over 
coming them because we believe in the er 
ativity of the workforce 

Last Friday, we received a jobs re port that 
added 144,000 new jobs in the 
month of August—1 


August of (03 The national unemployment 


shows Ve 
7 million new jobs since 
rate is at 5.4 percent. That's a full point below 

It is lower than the 


the pe ik of last summer 
1970s and the 1980s and 


iverage rate of the 
the 1990s. Our economic stimulus plan 1S 
working 

I believe a President must confront prob- 
hem on to future Presidents 


And | believe the 


American President 


le ms. not pass t 


ind future senerations 


most sole Hin duty ol the 


is to protect the Americ in people lf America 
] 


l 
shows uncertainty or weakness in this dec 

d 4 
ade, the world will drift toward tragedy. This 
isnt going to happe non my watch 


| oul 


; 
Four more vears! Four more vears 


Audience members. more 


The President. (im running for President 
vith a clear and positive plan to build a safer 
} 


: ; 
world and a more hop ful America. ('m run 


vith i compassionate 


i 
losophy that governments should he Ip pe ople 


ning conservative phi 
not trv to run their lives 
And I believe this Nation wants steady 


that is 


1 
improve ther lives 


con 


sistent principled leadership ind 


I 
with vour help we will carry Missouri 
agall and 


Phe 


You know, our dads and granddads generally 


why 


vin a great victorv in November 
world in which we live is changing 


had one job, one career; that company they 
worked for provided a pension plan and 
health benefits. The world we're living in is 
Women the 


They work in the home and outside 


different now work outside 
home , 
the home Many people are changing careers 
often. Yet many of the most fundamental sys- 
tems, our Tax Code and health coverage and 
pension plans and worker training, were cre- 


ated for the world of yesterday. They were 
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designed for the world of yesterday, not to- 
morrow. And so we'll transform these SyS- 
And we will do so so all citizens are 
equipped, prepared, and thus truly free to 
make your own choices. SO you Can live your 


tems 


own dreams 

\ hopeful society is one in which the econ- 
omy is growing. And I have a plan to keep 
this 


more jobs in America, America must be the 


economy moving forward. To create 
best place in the world to do business. To 
create jobs in America, we must stop the junk 
that 


owners. The cost to our economy of litigation 


lawsuits threaten our small-business 
is conservatively estimated to be over $230 
billion a year 

We have a difference of opinion in this 
race. Now, | recognize my opponent ( hanges 
positions a lot, but for 20 years he’s been 
one of the trial lawyers’ most reliable friends. 
He’s consistently voted against legal reform 
that protects our entrepreneurs and our 
worke rs Fellow lawvers have responded with 
millions of dollars of donations for his cam- 
paign. I just disagree. See, I'm taking a dif 
ferent view. I believe we've got to stop those 


junk 


shouldn't get richer at the expense of hard- 


lawsuits. Personal injury lawvers 
working Americans 

lo create jobs here in America, Congress 
needs to get an energy plan to my desk. I 
submitted a plan 2 vears ago. It encourages 
conservation, encourages the use of renew 
ables like ethanol and biodiesel. It encour 
ages clean coal technology and exploration 
for hydrocarbons in a sensitive way. To keep 
jobs here, we must become less dependent 
on foreign sources of energy 

To create jobs here, we must reject eco- 
nomic isolationism and open up markets for 
{ » See, we 


our markets to other countries, which is good 


goods and services open up 
for you. It means you have more choices, and 
market 
place you're likely to get that which you want 
at a better price and higher quality. So what 
we re 


when vou have more choices in the 


telling other countries like China is, 


you treat us the way we treat you. American 


workers and farmers Can compete with any- 


body, anytime, anywhere, so long as the play- 
ing field is level. 
And one 


reason Our ag economy is so 


strong today is because we're selling soy- 
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beans around the world, and we're selling 
corn around the world, and I intend to keep 
markets open so our farmers can make a 
good living. 

We have a difference in this campaign on 
taxes. See, I believe in order to keep jobs 
here in America, we've got to be wise about 
how we spend your money and keep your 
taxes low. I think running up the taxes on 
the people now would be a mistake. It would 
hurt our economic growth. The fellow I'm 
running against has proposed over $2 trillion 
of new Federal spending so far. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. tempting, 
when you get out there, to tell people what 
they 
said, “Well, how are you going to pay for 
it?” And he said, “Well, don’t worry. I'll pay 
for it by taxing the rich.” Well, first of all, 
you can't raise enough money by taxing the 


It’s awfully 


they want to hear. So they asked him 


rich to pay for all his promises. You know 
what that means. Secondly, you’ve heard that 
rhetoric haven't you? “Oh, don’t 
worry, we'll just tax the rich.” Well, the rich 
hire lawyers and accountants, and you get 
stuck with the bill. But we’re not going to 
let him. We’re going to win in November 

Audience members. 


J ! . ! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


before 


! 
more vears 


Four 

The President. Let me say something else 
about the Tax Code. The Tax Code is a drag 
on our economy It Sa complicated mess It S 
filled with special interest loopholes It is es- 
timated that the Ameri- 
cans with more than 6 billion hours of paper- 
I will lead 
a bipartisan effort to simplify and reform the 
Federal Tax Code 


Tax Code burdens 


work every vear. In a new term 


Listen, we've got to do more to keep jobs 
here in America. We've got to help people 
gain the skills necessary to fill the jobs of 
the 2lst I'm 


strong belic ver in the community college SYS- 


century. That’s why such a 
tem of America. And we'll help workers re- 
train in our community colleges. As well we 
will double the number of people served by 
our principal job training programs 

Most new jobs in America, by the way, are 
filled with people with at least 2 years ol col- 
lege. And yet, one in four of our students 
gets there. In our high schools, we'll fund 
early intervention programs to help students 
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at risk. We'll provide new focus on math and 
science. Over time, we'll require a rigorous 
exam before graduation By raising perform 
ance in our high schools and by expanding 
Pell grants for low- and middle-income fami 
lies we will help more Americans start their 
career with a college diploma. 


to do more 


In changing times, we've got 
to make health care available and affordabl 
See 
working uninsured, are employes s of 


Yet 


trouble affording health care 


most of the uninsured. one-half of the 


small 
small business¢ S are h Wing 
And there are 


In order to make sure 


businesses 
some reasons why oul 
families get the he Ip they need, we must 
allow small firms to join together to purchase 
insurance at the discounts available for big 
companies 

We will expand he a th SAVINGS acct 
help oul small busine sses and familie s. We 
will ensure every poor county in Ameri i has 
a community or rural health cente1 
make sure that health care is ay 
nee d rie dic il liab 


Let Irie tell vou the 


affordable, we 
in America 
lawsuits against oul docs are makin 
for good doctors to practice hie 
they re running up the cost of 
care 

Mik 


He’s a do He Sa Iii 


Ditmore. sitting 


met 
urosurget 

until his premiums went up to SLOS.O00 a 
lawsuits drove him out 


, 
year Che S¢ 


Hess The re S on 


le Ss good doctor i 
tor help here in the tate ol 


Missoi 
doctors ill over our country | uk f 
Ask them what it’s like to live 
re 9 
in which these junk lawsuits are 
hard for them 
right. We 


in America 


YVTIS 


to pl conics 


nee d Tie lic 


Ditmore 
medical liability reform and other 


running for the State senate to do something 


By the way. Di 


is sou 


about it 
In all we 


we ll make sure 


do to he Ip the folks in health 


care the decisions are mad 
by doctors and patients, not by bureaucrats 
in Washington, D¢ 

ll continue to promote ownership in 
America. See, during changing times, if you 
own something, it brings stability to vour life 


We want more people owning their own 
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home Do you realize the homeownership 


rate in America is at an alltime high now? 
More pe ople owning their home. We've got 
a plan to expand ownership We want more 
people opening thei front door and saving 
Welcome to my\ Welcome to Thi 


piece ol property 


home 


Another important part ot ownership is our 
retirement system. If you're an older citizen 
you don't have to worry about Social Secu 
The 


vou will be kept If you're a baby boomer 


rity Promise our Government made to 


were in pretty cood shape when it comes 
to Social Security 


about our children and grandchildren when 


But we need to worry 
it comes to Social Security. | hope the young 
about So 
| believe vounger workers 


of their 


sters listen carefully to this debate 
cial Security. See 
ought to be 


tax money and put it in a personal savings 


lowed to take some 


account, to make sure the Social Security svs 
tem is available to them 
We have 


] 
por \ 


i difference when it comes to 


here at home. If vou listen carefully 


my opponent plans o expand Government 


he Callse 


My plan is to « xpand opportunity 


I trust the American pe ople 
| 


vorld of change, there are 


do not chang the 


SOT 
] 
values we try 


courage, Compassion, reverence 
I 


ind integrity. In times of chang we'll sup 


] 
port the institutions that bring stabilitv to om 


I 


tv. our families. our schools reli 


id tions We 
1 

which every 

counts We 


vhich are the 


society. I stand for the appointment of Fed 


our 


stand for a culture 


VIOUS Conners 


of life in person matters ind 


every son stand for marriage 


ind ti foundations of ow 


eral judges vho know the difference between 


pe rsonal opinion und the strict inte rpre tation 


of the law 


his 


America 
ot terrorism 


+ pte mber the 


election will also determine how 
responds to the continuing danget 
Since the terrible morning of 

Lith, 2001, we fought the ter 
rorists across the Earth, not for pride not 
for power, but because the lives of our citi- 
zens are at stake. Our strategy is clear. We're 
defending the homeland. We're transforming 
our military. We're strengthening our intel 
ligence services. We're staying on the offen- 
sive. We’re striking the terrorists abroad so 


we do not have to face them here at home. 
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] 
must disclose, disarm, or face serious con 
sequences 
But as he 


Hussein 


Che world spoke 
Saddam 
ignored the demands of the fre 
world. As a matter of fact, when the United 
Nations sent Inspec tors into li iq, he system 
| them. So I had 


' 1 
had tor over a decade 


dece ( i choice 
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rm riod ol time 


t ol skeptics lurins 
i 


} ! 
t Said How could 


iSked 


rOrimetl 


} 


wout 
i more peacetul. Some 
i 

Iraq is going 
leader and 


And 


vette 


Ame ri 


ibout the peace 
] ll he } 


Will ( 


il all 
yur 
off 


} 
ranc hildre 1 


lead 


Middle | 
to be tree 
cIVeN the the | 


| t wi th 


yovernment evel 


llions in the ist p 
i 


women want 
I belie chance 
of the 
] 


y¢ opl 


I] most 


aevisea 


embrace 


Middl 
tOnOo!l ible 
an. | 


Americas gilt to the world. Freedom 


by m helieve thes freedom is not 


is the 
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Almighty God's gift to each man and woman Hanaway, speaker, Missouri House of Re present 


in this world itives: Missouri State Senator Sarah Steelman 
This young century will be liberty’s cen William H.T. “Bucky” Bush, Missouri State chair 


) man, Bush-Chen 04, Inc.: Ernie Lee ochair 
turv. By promoting freedom at home and Sint . , , 
man, Miss eterans Le idership lea Bush 


Cheney *0 rime Minister Avad Allaw 


rn 


1] } 
ibroad ell build a safer world and a mor 


' , 
hopetul America. By re forming our systems 


lragi Inte sovernmen 


resic indidate Howa 
e to realize their dreams. We'll rime Minister tichiro Ke 


rime the Ameri in peopl vill be 

bl ; 

Owne rship ind opportun tv to every 

if this country. We'll | 

toa nev ration. Proclamation 7808—To Modify the 
Generalized System of Preferences, 
and for Other Purposes 


ass the endun 


ir countr 


j wa 5 / f 
septembe) i. 2ZOO4 


By the | 
\ 


4 Proclamation 


»countries 
{ 


thy | 
nroughn 


imender SecTviol 
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African Growth and Opportunity Act (Title 
| of the Trade and Dev lopme nt Act of 2000 
Public Law 106-200) (AGOA) (19 1 


= a | 
3721) to modify the type and quantity ( 


».( 


tile and ipparel urticles eligible for th 
iccorder 


sub-Sahar 


treatment 


beneticiar\ 


] 
nd to pro 


( rential how 


ignate d 
certam 


] 
countries 1c 


] 
inv such country that 


Nortl 
NAFTA 


nent 


NAI 


Sept / 


1893 


to modify 
Scheduk ol the 


Act, it is 
Tariff 


Acceleration 
the Harmonized 
United States (HTS 
12. I have determined that each NAFTA 
Party has eliminated or reduced 


trade 


necessary 


its normal 


relations (most-favored-nation) rates of 
goods enumerated in 
Table 308.1.1 of NAFTA Annex 308.1 to the 
in that Table. Annex 308. ] 
soods to be originating 
NAFTA imported 
mnada or Mexico 


} 


duty applicable to the 


! 
levels prescribed 
provides tor ti 


pl I 
under the 


LOSE 
FOOUS when 
trom ¢ 
oO section 20] a 2) the 
Act, Ih 

iodifications to tl HTS 


plementation 


oclaimed CONCEeTHINE 
t ; 
itn 


of a NAFTA Part 


] 
men I 


en 


Therefore, I, 


George W. Bush, 


Now, 


| te 5 


it on 


I 


1 country no 


] 


ry developing 


in eligible article for 


ne il note Had UX 
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the HTS is modified as provided in section 
| of Annex | 

+) In order to withdraw preferential tariff 
treatment under the GSP for a certain article 
imported from a certain beneficiary devel 
oping country the Rates of Duty | Special 
subcolumn for HTS 


modified as provided for in section 
I 


such subheading is 


2 ol 
Annex I to this proc lamation 

5) The waiver of the upplic ation of section 
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act to th 
in the HTS subheading 
de ve loping country liste dl in 


Annex | to 


6 In order to provid for the 


urticl 


" 
ind to the bene 


ncn section 3 
this proclamation is revoked 
preferential 
provided for in section 506A 
GSP, as amended by section 7(a 
AGOA Acceleration Act section 
AGOA. as amended bv sections 

of the AGOA Acceleration 


moditied 


treatment 


ind 
506B of the 
ot the 


s] 
7] at 


HTS is 

I to this proc lamation 
orde) to implement \ 0S and 
NAI yr certain 


processin 
| i 


08.1 of th uito 


} | 
ichinery and parts 


the HTS 
III to this 


Fin 
cecutive 
, , 


1 this proclam it 


"Th } 
if 1iecotn 


pvuon 
I 
] ] 
is proctan ition 
i 


odific 11O 


vith ré 


] 


ticles ¢ 


The mocdific it 


be etlective with re spect to 
tered, or withdrawn from irehouse 


sumption, on or after January 1, 2003 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of September, in 
the vear of and 
of the Inde pe ndence of the United States of 
America the 


our Lord two thousand four 


two hundred and twenty-ninth 


George W. Bush 


Office of the 
ber 8. 2004 


Federa 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Notification of Intent 
To Designate Iraq as a Beneficiary 
Developing Country for Purposes of 
the Generalized System of 
Preferences 


Se pte mbe} 2OOA 


To the Coner | thre 


tion 502(4 


United Stat 
Pursuant to se 

ot 1974 ended (the 
vriting t itorm vou ol 
gnats t beneficiary 
trv tor 

(SP 

red th 

1502 of the 


= det 


» ¢ tend GSP benefits t 


have 


George W. Bush 
The White Hor 


September 2004 


Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments 


Septe mbei 2004 


Dear Mr. § 
| is] the Con 


closed FY 
Depart: 1el 


pee 


Tress fo ct 


005 budget amendm«e 


Agriculture, the 
ot Energ ind the Corps ol 
i 


] 1] 
total, these amendments would not increase 


the discretionar\ budget authority proposed 
i 


in my FY 2005 Budget 





Administrati mn of Geo! OE \\ Bush 2004 


The details of these proposals are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget 

sincere ly 


George W. Bush 


Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 


Se pte mb / S 2004 


Intelligence Reform 
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Remarks in a Visit to the National 
Hurricane Center in Miami, Florida 


Sc pte mber 8, 2004 

The President. Good afternoon. I want 
to thank Max Mayfield for this really inter 
And | 


Max, for your service to 


esting tour of this important facility 


vant to thank vou 

our country 
Director Max Mayfield. My pleasur 
The President. You did a fabulous job 

You did a fabulous job. It 


} , 
good to be ere 


} 1 
find shelter 
] 
r 


vill as ( On¢YTesS 





LS96 
additional resources for infrastructure repair 
ind disaster loan assistance to businesses and 
homeowners 

Jeb is doing a really fine job down here 
and I appreciate, Jeb, you and your staff fon 
working so hard on behalf of the people ol 
this State 

I want to thank Mike Brown of FEMA and 
the FEMA staff that have worked long hours 
to he Ip coordinate ettorts tor 


of Florida 


for the pe ople 


[ want to thank the local officials 


for their outstanding work as well in pre 
parins und responding to Hurricanes ( harley 


ind I) 


to thank Max and his staff for doing a really 


; 
And of course, again, I want 


mices 


1 


fine job ot helping to predict these hurri 
canes and wv itching them carefull and using 
ill the tec hnology avail ibli to them to better 
pre pare the peopl ot the | nited States if 


i hurrie me were to hit 


| ‘ 
centel! ill 
ré } 


sponders 
| I 


int to thank the ition 


state of Florida the 


¢ rie ree ncy opt I 


wWross the 
iirst 


th police ind firefighters 


ye) ire 


vorking long hours here to help 


communities 


7 st ibility and he Ip into the 


: , 1 
State. and they're domeg a really tine 


Red (¢ rOSS 
Marty 
ike every time I've 


the Red Cross 1s il VaVvs the re 


to thank the ind | ap 


president Evans 


SCeCTHS 


joining 
] 
| been 


} 
DeoDpte ol 


I I 


it to than! trom the Coon 
lope 


I 


peop! 
I ro 
today 


lj 
Hes 


Je b and I had a chance 


food suUDD 


, 
tl 
Wi vere there 


the Convoy ot Hop set u 


Ice nd wate! ind 


vho needed he Ip 


p all iid 
| to thank 


opl the re 


statio it compassion ind 1 want 
’ 


Chose Chev re from round 
the countn 

I want to thank the Salvation 
to thank all the faith-based 


Zens vho have sho VE d up to he Ip SOTTIE body 


Army. | want 
VrOups ind citi 
vho needs help 

I want to thank the 


\ ho have 


| + 


] 
powe r ana lephone 


crews worked so hard to restore 
service. A lot of people lost their electricity 
And thanks to the good work ol pe opl here 
in Florida and repair folks from around the 
Southeast 


qui ky as possible 


electricity is being restored as 
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| know the people of Florida will always 
remember the nurses and others who have 
worked incredibly long shifts at shelters to 
care for the elderly and the vulnerable 
The people of this State are overcoming 
adversity The Government is r¢ 


once avgall 


sponding with needed resources. Businesses 
and community and faith-based groups are 
helping to speed the recovery. And in trag 
edy, the people ol this State and the peopl 
across America are responding with goodness 
and generosity 

May God ble SS those 
» mourn the 
to bless this State 


’ ] 
Thank you very mu h 


May God 
And 


ind oul 


who hurt 
bless thos vii loss ol lite 
may God continue 


country 


NoTI h resident spoke at 3:55 p.t 
d to Max Mavfield 
National Cal Center: Gor 
Florida; and Marsha J. | 


American Red ¢ 


rein irks 


Vans, pre 


executive 


Remarks in Colmar, Pennsylvania 
Se pte mber 9. 2004 


The President. Thank you ill 


Thank vou a ery 


ior comim¢g 


! 
Pl ise be seat d 


Tite h 


vel 
Vie 


Thank you ill for coming Ch inks for th 
It’s g 


] 
core o be back in Pennsvh Ulla 


agaln It just seems like Was he re vester« 


Laught } Vas thi kind of. B 
Im 


| 
all coming ou 


] 
mad to 


great ibout lif 
| re ills 
( hoice 
You sure know how 
welcome We re 


about the er n 


, } , 

Ch I u all for 
] 

to make 


here Dec LLILSé | 


] ! 
some ana a p ! ) p 


this economy moving forward so peopl in 


re alize the ir dre ams And it’s such iwonde!l 


| 
iLLS¢ thie entrepre 


] 1 
rul place to come bec | 


neurl il spirit nere 
This IS a COl 


Is Strong 
Bob 


11 
npany th it was formed by 


and Jovee Bye rs 


J — ] 
fhere was a disturbanc in the 


At this point 


audie nce 


Audience members. Fou 
Four more vears! Four more vears 


The President. W: appre- 


ciate you coming to Bvers. It’s such an honor 


MOre 


are here | 
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to meet Bob and Joyce Byers. They are 

they had a dream, and they wanted to build 
a small company into a large company and 
they ve done so. They started their company 
they 
thought of the idea. Government didn’t think 
of the idea. They did They decided to take 
risk. They hired people wisely. They invested 
And 


I apprec iate the contribution they've made 


in the 1960s. They found a good idea 


wisely, and their company is growing 


They've got a fantastic customer base, be- 
cause they 


The disturbance continued 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

Audience members. 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. We are here becaus« the 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong, because there 


Four more 


is an optimism in this room that says it can 
remain stronger. The Byers have got a signifi 
cant customer base which means they un- 
business ind Why 
Laughter 
about 
today is our economy and how to keep it 


derstand how to run a 


mother is one of their customers 


} 
ao , 4 K 
Ons to talk 


And so what we're 
growing and how to make sure the entre pre 
neurial spirit is strong so people can realize 
I want to discuss with 
path 
to growth and opportunity, a plan that I'm 
convinced that Americans 
theyll put me and Dick Cheney back in of 
fice for 4 more years 


their dreams. Today 
you the plan I have to keep us on the 


when listen to 


So I told Laura I was coming he: ind 
She’s 
great. She’s a fantastic mom and a great wile 
Lady So when | 
Fine, just 


she said, “Give everybody my best 
She is a wonderful First 
asked her to marry me, she said 
so long as I don t have to give any politic al 
Laughter| | Okay 
won't have to give a speech Fortunately 


she didn’t hold me to that promise. She gave 


speeches said you 


a great speech the other night People got 
to see her heart and her compassion 

| appreciate Congressman Jim Greenwood 
a lot 
he was retiring, I got a little mad at him 
because I’ve enjoyed working with him. He 


I must confess to vou that when I heard 


is a good decent honorable man And | ap- 
preciate you. 

| appreciate the fact that Arlen Specter is 
with us today. I hope you put him back into 
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office for 6 more years. There he is. I enjoy 
working with Arlen. 
pendent thinker, and fine 
United States Senator, and we'll work well 
together during the next 4 years. 


He’s a good, inde- 


he Sa good 


I want to thank Pat Toomey for joining 


us today as well. He’s a class act. | appre- 
I told this to Pat on Air Force One, 
I appreciate the way he handled him- 
self after a tough primary.” He’s coming to 
gether. He’s working for the ticket, and that 
shows what kind of guy he is. And I’m hon- 
ored you're here, Pat. _ 

Where is Mayor Joe? Mr. Mayor. Thank 
you for coming, Mr. Mayor. I'm proud you're 


] 
nere 


ciate 


| said 


Applause Yes. I always like to stay 
Laughter 


Sure enough, there he is. Thanks for coming 


in touch with the local power. 


Mayor. | appreciate you being here. 

Mike Fitzpatrick is with us today I appre- 
Mike Appreciate you 
being here. Tom Corbett is with us today 
Appreciate you coming, Tom Good luck. | 
want to thank all the candidates who are here 


ciate you coming, 


and the grassroots activists. I’m traveling your 
State and traveling the country to ask people 
not only for the vote but for their help And 
I hope you go register voters, find people 
to show up to the polls We have a duty in 
America to vote and—so thanks for the work 
you're doing. And when you get them to the 
polls headed to the polls, remind them, if 
they want a safer America, a stronger Amer 
ica, and a better America to put me and Dick 
Cheney back in there 

Eunice Sanchez is with us. Where are you 
There she is. Thanks. And you've 
got your son and daughter. Thanks for com- 
ing. I met Eunice. She works for the Amachi 
mentoring program in Philadelphia I don't 
Amachi. I have. | 
have been fortunate enough to be briefed 
by the people that run that program Amachi 
is a mentoring program for children with in- 


Eunice? 


know if you've heard of 


carcerated parents I want you to think about 
what this good American citizen does. She 
takes time out of her life to mentor a child 
to show there’s love, the possibility of love 
I tell the people of this country that the great 
strength of our country is the hearts and souls 
of the American citizens. That’s really the 
true strength of America. And the reason I’ve 
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aske “d 


lv come today is for me to hold het up as 


and the reason that Eunice has kind- 


an example for others—for others to recog- 
nize that they can help change America, one 
that 


society be- 


heart and one soul at a time as well 
our society is a compassionate 
cause people from all walks of life put their 
arin around somebody who hurts and Says 
‘I love you, and what can I do to help your” 
| appreciate you coming, Eunice God bless 
you, and thanks for coming 

I'm looking forward to this—I’m looking 
there’s some 
things I want to do for the next 4 
Laughter| And lm looking forward to tell- 
ing the people of the country where I stand 
and where 


forward to the campaign. I'm 


years 


| believe and where I'm gomg 


to lead the country. I'm running with a clear 
and positive plan to build a safer world and 
a more hopeful America. 'm running with 
what I call a compassionate conservative phi- 
losophy that Government should help peo- 


pl improve their lives, not trv to run thei 
lives 

I believe it’s the job of a President to con 
front problems not to pass them on to future 
Presidents and future generations. In the last 
t years, we have confronted economic prob 


lems We 


lenges that came from an economic 


have got some short-term chal 


down 
We've got 


becaus¢e oul 


turn and a national emergency 


some long term challenges 
economy is changing In all these areas, we’ve 


iv day I 


want to talk to you about some of the plans 


acted, and we’re moving forward 


we have 


Remember the history. When you're out 


rounding up the vote, remind th people 
what we have been through. When Dick 
Cheney and I took office in January—on Jan 


uary 20th of 2001, our economy was heading 


into a recession, and the stock market had 


been declining for 5 months prior to our a1 
rival. Our Nation faced some corporate scan 
dals that cost people jobs and Savings and 
shook our confidence. Today, it is absolutely 
clear that we’re not going to tolerate dishon- 
esty in the boardrooms of America 

America was attacked. Our economy lost 
nearly a million jobs after that attack in just 
3} months. We acted with a clear strategy. 
We unleashed the energy and innovative 
spirit of America with the largest tax relief 
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in a generation. The tax relief provided small- 
business owners the resources and incentives 
they need to expand and gTOW and hire more 
workers. The entrepreneurial spirit is strong 
The small-business sector of our economy is 
strong, and the tax relief helped strengthen 
it 

We encouraged savings and investment by 
cutting taxes on dividends and capital gains 
Tax relief put money in the hands of Amer 
ican workers so they could save for their re- 
edu- 
cation of their children. My philosophy is 
Government sets priorities funds its prior 


tirement or for their home or for the 


ities, and lets the people keep as much 
money aS possible. I think you Can spend 
your money better than the Federal Govern 
ment can 

We increased the child credit and reduced 
the marriage 


penalty. The Tax Code ought 


i 
to encourage marriage, not discourage mar 


riage. And the results are clear. Our country 
has now seen 12 straight months of job gains 
Over the past year, we ve added 1.7 million 
jobs. That is 
Great Britain and 


bined. Un mployment is down to 5.4 per- 


more than Germany, Japan, 


( anada, France com- 


cent. That is nearly a full point below the 
rate in the summer of 2003, and it is below 
the average of the 1970s, the 1980s, and the 
1990s 

Interest rates and mortgage rates are neat 
Our 


is any in the last 20 years. The 


historic lows economy 


Ss growing at 
rates as tast 
manutacturing sector is improving When | 
took office, manufacturing employm« nt had 
been declining for almost 3 years. In the last 
6 months of the prior administration, more 
than 200,000 manufacturing jobs were lost 
We're turning that around. Since 

America has added 107,000 manufacturing 
jobs, including 22,000 last n We 


American 


January 


onth alone 


are making steady progress for 


workers 
Because of the tax relief, the middle class 

is paying less in Federal taxes. The average 

family of four with an income of $40,000 got 


nearly a $2,000 tax cut. Real after-tax in- 
comes are up almost 10 percent since De- 
2000 People have got more 
money in their pockets because of the tax 


relief. Our economy is stronger because peo- 


cember of 


ple are keeping more of what they earn 











Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


Listen, we also face long-term challenges 
in this economy. The workers of our parents 
Ls]! 
skill 


one career, often with one company that pro 


generation typically had one job, on 


vided health care and a pension. That's the 
way it used to be. This world of ours is ch ing 
ing By the way, most of those workers were 
men. Today, workers change jobs, even ca 
And in 


shifts our society 


reers, many times during their lives 
one of the most dramatic 


two-thirds of all moms also work 


This world of 


has seen 


outside the home ours has 


changed. And yet, the institutions of Govern 


ment have n't changed 
Let me tell you what else has changed 


Productivity has grown faster over the last 
3} vears than anv time in more than 40 vears 
in part because technology is changing the 


way we do things. You'd rather use a com 


puter than a typewrite1 You'd rather use a 
backhoe than a shovel. | Laughter| That's pro 


ductivity. But it also means that the 


And that 


creates a problem for someone looking tol 


Same 
work can be done by fewer workers 
a job. That’s why manufacturing still pro 
share of our GDP 
of the 


! 
are some long-term challe nge 


duces roughly the same 
but with 
So’ these 


race 


a smaller share workto 


But it’s a time of great opportunity. A time 
of change creates great opportunity, so long 
takes the side of the 
America 
so long as Government recognizes this: Ou 
} 


at lth 


as the Government 


workers and the families here in 
fundamental svstems, the Tax Code 
coverage, pension plans and worker training 
were created for the world of vesterday 
think about that 


in the next 4 vears, we've 


not for tomorrow. I believe 
got to transform 
these systems to he Ip our citizens, to he Ip 
prepare oul citizens, to help tree citizens so 
they can realize the great dream of our coun- 
try 

talk a lot about 


changing systems to help pe ople, not increas 


And so you'll hear me 


ing Government to stifle dreams. Obviously 
in order for people to realize their dreams 
there has to be robust economic growth. In 
order to make sure that the productivity in 
creases don’t cause people not to be able to 
find a job we got to grow this economy. And 
that’s what I want to talk to you about right 
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quick, a plan to make sure we continue to 
create jobs here in America. 

First of all, in order to have jobs here, 
America must be the best place in the world 
to do business. If you want people working 
here, it’s got to be the best place to risk cap- 


ital, the best place to expand the best place 


to realize dreams. One way to make sure it’s 
the best place to do business is to reduce 
the regulatory burden on small businesses 
You fill out a lot of paperwork if you're a 
America. I can't 
promise you anybody in Government eve 
Laught r 

We want jobs here in the Philadelphia 
area. We 


turing sector is robust. Congress needs to get 


small busine SS Owner 1m 


reads it 
] 2 
want to make sure the manufac- 


an energy plan to my desk now. I submitted 


2 vears ago. It's a plan that encourages 


a plan 
conservation expands renewables uses clean 
coal technologies. Listen, we must become 
less dependent on foreign sources of energy 
if we want jobs to remain in America 

In order to keep jobs here so people can 
realize their dreams, we must open up mal 
kets for U.S products Listen we've opened 
up our markets and it's good for consumers 
we ve opened up our markets. If you have 
more choices in the marketplace, you're like- 
lv to get the product you want at a better 
And so what I'm 


s ] TT 
saving to countries like China is, “Treat us 


price and better quality 


the way we treat vou.” I believe American 


farmers and manufacturers and 


businessowners can compete with anybody 
anywhere, anytime, so long as the rules are 
fair. What we will do is reject economic isola- 
tionism. Economic isolationism will hurt 
America’s workers 

In order to make sure we create jobs here 
we've got to do something about these junk 
lawsuits that threaten emplovers I believe 
strongly In legal reform because I under- 
stand pe rsonal injury lawyers should not get 
richer at the expense of hard-working Ameri 
cans and Ame rican entrepreneurs. 

Finally, in order to keep jobs here, we've 
got to be wise about how we spend your 
money and keep your taxes low. Running up 
the taxes on the entrepreneurs in America 
is bad economic policy. 

I told you there's some systems that need 


to change. One system that needs to change 
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Federal Tax Code. It is cum- 
bersome. I tried to hold it the other day 
l\laughter| 


is the too 
when I was campaigning in Mis- 
souri. I'm in pretty good shape. It was hard 
to hold it. [Laughter] It’s got a million words 
in it. It takes the American people 6 billion 
to file these forms. 


hours a year, every year 


It is full of special interest loopholes For 


the sake of economic growth and for the sake 
of fairness, we need to change the Tax Code. 
We need to make it simple and easy to un- 
derstand 

A changing world means that the skills 
necessary to fill the jobs of the 21st century 
are changing, and it’s something we've got 
to recognize And a changing economy is one 
that creates new opportunities. But some- 
times there’s a skills gap And that’s why I 
believe we ought to expand access to our 
community college systems, to make sure 
that the workers have the skills necessary to 
fill the jobs of the 21st century . 
this 
changing world require 2 years of college. 


As well most new jobs in a changing 


Yet only one in four of our students gets 
there. And so we need early intervention pro- 
grams in our high schools to solve problems 
; We need to 
have new focus on math and science. As the 
No Child Left Behind Act begins to fill the 


edu ation pipeline with good readers we will 


early, before they're too late 


require a rigorous exam before graduation 
from high school. See, what I’m telling you 
is, by raising performance in high schools and 
expanding Pell grants for low- and middle- 
income families, we will help more Ameri- 
cans start their career with a college diploma. 

These are changing times, and our econ- 
omy is changing. And there are communities 
around where manufacturing, textiles, and 
other jobs no longer exist. There are poor 
communities in our country that need help 
And that’s why, the other night at 


the convention, I announced American op- 


as well 


portunity zones. These zones will provide tax 
relief and other incentives for new businesses 
to be created and to improve housing and 
job training and bringing hope. In other 
words, in changing times, there are ways to 
help communities that have suffered during 
changing times, with good tax policy, good 
regulation policy, and good housing policy. 
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Listen, in order to make sure jobs stay 
here, we've got to do something about health 
care. We need to make sure health care is 
available and affordable. Do you realize more 
than half the uninsured are employees of 
small businesses? Small businesses are hav 
ing trouble affording health care. One way 
to help small businesses afford health care 
is to allow small firms to join together to pur- 
chase insurance at the discounts available to 
big companies 

We will offer tax credits to encourage small 
businesses and their employees to set up 
health savings accounts. We'll provide direct 
help for low-income Americans to purchase 
health savings accounts. These accounts give 
workers the against 
major illness, the opportunity to save tax-free 


security of insurance 
for routine health expenses and the freedom 
of knowing you can take your account with 
you whenever you change jobs or careers 

I'm a big believer in community and rural 
health 


low-income Americans can get primary care 


centers. These are facilities where 
I believe every poor county in America ought 
to have one of these facilities in order to take 
the pressure off emergency rooms around 
the United States 

In order to make sure health care is avail- 
able and affordable, we’ve got to do some 
thing about these frivolous lawsuits that are 
running good doctors out of practice and 
running up your health care costs. | appre- 
ciate working with Jim Greenwood on this 
issue. He figured it out, and I hope the peo- 
ple of this country figure it out. These frivo- 
lous lawsuits are making it awfully hard for 
a lot of docs to practice medicine. You're los- 
ing good docs. Greenwood was telling me 
about the doctor that saved his dad’s life, had 
to leave practice because his premiums were 
too high. Many doctors, in order to avoid liti- 
In other 
words, they run up the costs of health care 
so if they ever get caught 


gation, practice defensive medicine 


' pulled in front 
of a court of law, they've got a defense. It’s 
costing the taxpayers about $28 billion a year; 
the defensive practice of medicine costs 28 
billion a year. We have a national problem, 
sub- 
mitted legislation that Greenwood got passed 
in the House. It’s stuck in the Senate because 


and it requires a national solution. I’ve 
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the trial lawyers al 
States Senate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. See, | don't think you can 
be pro-doctor pro patient and pro trial-law- 
ver at the think you have to 
My opponent made his choice, and 
he put him on the ticket. I made my choice. 
I am for medical liability reform 

I'm looking 


health care. 


e powerful in the United 


same time. 


chor se 


now 
debate on 
In all 
we do to improve health care in America 
ve ll make that 
made by doctors and patients, not by bureau- 
crats in Washington, DC. 

Our labor laws need to change. We've got 
a lot of moms who are now in the workplace. 
And yet, it’s really 
enough time 


forward to the 
I'm looking forward to it 


sure health decisions are 


hard for moms to find 
to do their duty as moms, see 
because the rules—the stuck 
in the think we flex- 


time and comp-time to allow families to be 


labor laws ar¢ 
past. need to have 
able to have more quality time. 

In a changing world, ownership can bring 
stability to your life. One of the most hopeful 
statistics of the last vear or two has been that 
the homeownership rate is at an alltime high 
in America. families 


There’s more minority 


who are opening up the door where they live 


and say, “Welcome to my home. Come in 
to my house 
a future, when more and more people can 
own their home. We've got a plan to encour- 
age homeownership in this country 

And we've got to make sure that ou pen- 
sion systems work, the Social Security system 
works. If you’re an older American, nothing 
The Social Sec urity trust w ill ful- 


fill its promise to you. If you're a baby boom- 


will chi inge. 


er, we're in pretty good shi ape when it come 

of Social Security 

But we need to worry about our children and 
grandchildren when it comes to Social Secu 
rity. I believe younger workers ought to be 
able to take of their taxes and set up 
a personal savings account, to make sure the 
Social Security that’s 
them—an account that they 
that 


to receiving the promise 


some 


promise made to 


can call their 


own, an account Government cannot 


take away, and an account that they can pass 
on from one generation to the next 

In these proposals, we seek not to provide 
a Government program but a greater path 


Se pt 


It’s a really important part of 
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to opportunity and more freedom for you to 
decide what's best for your life and, there- 
I believe, more opportunity for every 
got a choice 


fore 
in this race. | 
I believe 
opponent's philosophy is very different from 
ours. If you care ‘fully listen, he 


yee And we 


mean, it’s a clear choice. See, oul 
wants to ex- 
pand Gove ‘rmment. L isten to the proposi als. 
That’s what he wants to do. What we want 
to do is expand opportunity. He wants to give 
more power to Washington by raising taxes 
and spending more money, and he’s got a 
record to match his promises. [Laughter 

Over two decades in Washington he 
voted for higher income 


» has 
taxes, higher taxes 
on Social Security benefits. That's part of his 
record. He repeatedly voted for higher taxes 
on small businesses, higher taxes on gasoline. 
He voted against tax relief for married cou- 
child credit, 
against expanding tax-free 


ples, for increasing the and 
retirement 
ings. We have a difference of opinion when 
Sen- 


ator Kerry has voted for higher taxes on you. 


Sav- 


it comes to taxation. If you drive a car, 
If you have a job, he’s voted for higher taxes 
children, 


The good 


on you. If you’re married or have 
he’s voted for higher taxes on you. 
news is, on the 2d of November, you have 
a chance to vote. 
Audience members. 
Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. There is a reason for sup- 


porting higher taxes 


’ ! 
Four more years! 


because he wants to 
dramatically increase Government spending. 
It’s part of his platform. On the campaign 
trail, he’s proposed more than $2 trillion in 
new Federal spending so far. [Laughter| And 

» still have 54 Now, he 


Says he’s going to pay for all that by raising 


more days to go. 
taxes on the wealthiest 2 percent of the popu- 
lation. There’s just one problem with that 
My opponent's tax increases would bring only 
over the next 
10 years, see? And he wants to spend over 


2 trillion 


about $650 billion in revenue 
So you do the math. |[Laughter| 
The plan leaves him more than $1.4 trillion 
short. And guess who would wind up paying 
the bill? 

Now, 
one of my opponent's key economic advisers 
is saying they wont give the details on how 


one of his key economic advisers- 


they ‘would raise spending and lower the def- 
icit until after the election. [Laughter| Well, 
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if they want to hold back information until 
the people vote, you can bet it won't be good 
news for the taxpayers. But America will re- 
ject the hidden Kerry tax plan 

Raising taxes will be bad for our economy. 
Raising taxes will be bad tor the small busi- 
And I'll tell you why 
Nine ty percent ol small business owners pay 
Ninety 


percent ol small-business owners are Sub 


ness sector of America 


tax at the individual income-tax level 
( haptet S< orporations or sole proprietorship. 
Byers Choice is a Subchapter S corporation 
Now, if you’re organized as a Subc hapte rs 
or sol proprietorship when you pay your 
fill out the 


And so when you talk about raising 


tax, you individual income-tax 


forms 
the top two brackets in the individual taxes 
you re talking about taxin companies like 


y 


Byers Choice. I don’t see—and by the way. 


70 percent of new jobs in America are cre 
ited by small businesses. Why does it make 
sense to tax the job creators? It doesn’t make 
sense to tax the job « reators 

Bob said this, he said Chat would hurt 
When he heard the 


taxes to pas tor 


ri company plan to 


raise Pronuses 


politic al 


promises he said, “That would hurt my com 


pany. It vould cut off jobs I plan to create 
My o 


and by promising to tax small businesses such 


pponent by making political promises 
| 
\ 


is Byers Choice, would hurt our economy 


Ve in orde1 to continue econom 


| 
pian good trade 


policy good regulator policy good le gal pol 


| 
growth, we nee d an « nergy 


Icy xood hi alth policy ind we need to make 


the tax relief permane nt 


] ! 1 | 
In order to make sure we have sustainec 


CCODOTHIIC 


growth, we will also continue to 


prot ct the homeland over the 


next 4 years 
There’s a lot of good people working hard 
on your behalf. And we reorganized the De 
partment departments to create the De 


partment of Homeland Security so we 
| 


Cali 
better talk to each other, better respond to 
better deal better 


getting better 


CTISIS with 


emergency 


share intelligence. And we're 


in Washington, D¢ 


essary to protect you 


about doing what is nec- 
And there’s a lot of 
good people working hard to do so, and | 
appreciate it. As the 9/11 Commission said, 
America is safer but not yet sate.” I agree 
And so you just got to know there’s some 
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fine people at all levels of government work 
ing hard 

But the best way to protect the homeland 
is to stav on the offensive, is to find the ter 
rorists. You cannot talk sense to these peopl , 
You've seen how they behave. You saw the 
attacks of Sept mber the 11th. You saw what 
happened to those Russian schoolchildren 
America must continue to lead the world. We 
will find them overseas so we do not have 
to face them here at home 


Were 


progress Three quarters of Al Qaida’s known 


making progress We re making 
le adership has been brought to justice. Be 
cause we upheld doctrine that said, “If you 
harbor a terrorist, you're equally as ouilty as 
the terrorists,” the Taliban are no longer in 


Think 


progress in Afghanistan. It wasn’t all that long 


power in Afghanistan ibout — the 
ago that young girls weren't allow to go to 
school ind the ir moms would be pulled in 
a public square and whipped if they didn't 


And 


War on 


toe the line of these barbaric peopl 


Afghanistan is an ally in the 


Over 10 


today 


terror million citizens have reg- 
istered to vote in the upcoming Presidential 
election. Amazing, isn’t it? Freedom is on the 


march in Afghanistan, and that’s good for 
America 
In Iraq, we re moved a sworn enemy of 


America who had ties to terror and used 
weapons of mass destruction. Listen, I recog 
didn't find the 
there 


3ut remember Saddam Hussein had 


nize Wwe stoc kpiles we all 


all of us thought were 


thought wer 
there I 


the capability of making we apons He could 


have passe d that capability on to the enemy 
And that’s not a risk we could afford to take 
alter Sept mber the 11th. Knowing what I 
know 


decisic nn 


1 1 
today, I would have made the same 


America and the world are safe1 
with Saddam in a prison cell 
| 


\\ e re 


pre ssed by Prime 


making progress there. I'm im 
Minister Allawi. He’s a 
strong guy who believes that democracy is 
the future of Irag, and he’s got hard work 
to do. It wasn't all that long ago that people 
Saddam But 


we're making progress. There will be elec 


were brutalized by Hussein 


tions in January of next vear. It’s amazing, 
when you think about it. They've gone from 
tvranny to elections in a brief period of time 
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like it is in Afghani 
is to help provide enough stability so 


Our goal in Iraq is to 
stan 
the political process can move forward, is te 
train Iraqis and Afghan citizens so they. can 
do the hard work of defending their country 
against the few who want to thwart the de 
sires of the many, is to put those countries 
on the path to stability and democracy as 
quickly as possible, and then bring out troops 
home 
what I tell those 
the loved ones of those who lost thei 
I tell them this Your 


son or daughter or wife or husband is serving 


I'm oftentimes asked 
who 
life in combat I say 
during historic times.” These are times that 
will help make this world a more peace ful 
place It’s a time for little children to be able 
to—when we get it right 


grow up Ina peaceful world. I tell them that 
ll 
il 


for children to 
in order to honor their memory, we will com 
plete the mission 

I say this: I believe in the power of liberty 
Che 


core of my belief is that liberty has got the 


to transform lives. That’s what I believe 
incredible capacity to convert enemies to 
friends, tvrannical societies to free societies 
And that makes the 


peace we all want 


world more pe ace ful a 
You know I tell people about my meetings 
Minister Koizumi, the Prim 
Minister of Japan, who is the Prime Ministe1 


of a country that my dad fought against, youn 


with Prime 


dads and grandfathers fought against. They 


were the sworn enemy of America some 60 


And today 


with him to discuss peace. He’s an ally in 


vears ago I sit down at the table 


peace And I'm able to do so because my 
pre decessor Harry Truman and other Amer 


ican citizens believed that the enemy could 


become a friend if democracy took hold in 
Japan 
Now, there was a lot of skeptics and doubt 


and you Can unde 


ers during those days 
stand why We'd just been fighting these peo 
ple But because they believed in th power 
of liberty to transform lives, they helped 


Japan develop a self-governing democracy 


And today Japan is an ally when it comes 
The Prime Minister 
and I talk about North Korea. We talk about 
Iraq. We talk about humanitarian needs 
around the world. Someday, an 
President will be sitting down with a duly 


to keeping the peace 


American 


Sept Y 


1903 


elected leader of Iraq, and they're going to 
be talking about the peace and they're going 
to look back in history and say, “Thank good 
ness America never forgot the power ol lib- 
erty to change lives 

[ want to thank you all for giving me a 
chance to come by today. As you can see 
I've got a plan to continue growing this econ- 
omy SO people Can realize their hopes and 
dreams; that | know what needs to be done 
when it comes to securing this homeland and 
winning the war on terror; that | 
strongly in the values that make us 


believe 
a great 
nation; and that, with your help we re going 
to win Pennsylvania and win a great election 
in November 

God _ bless 
Thank you all 


Thank you all for coming 


Nore: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. at Byers 
Mike 
Fitzpatricl candidate for Congress in Pennsylva 
nia’s Sth Congressional District; Tom Corbett 
lvania Attorney 
Allawi of the Iraqi Interim 
Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan. He also referred to the National 
Attacks 
United States (9/11 Commission 


Choice. In his remarks, he referred to 


candidate for Penns) 
Prime Minister Ayad 


Government and 


( seneral 


Commission on Terrorist 


| pon the 


Remarks in Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
Se ptember 9, 2004 


The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all very much. Thanks for coming. You know 
I am the 


it turns out first sitting President 


to have visited Johnstown in more than 30 
vears. All those other Presidents sure missed 
out. Thanks for coming. 'm proud you came 
out. [m honore d you are here I'm pleased 
to be with the good folks here in Johnstown 
1 know you like to hunt and fish. So do 1 
I know you Care about your neighbors. | ap 
preciate that. I know you take your baseball 
And from the looks of things, with 
your help, we'll carry Pennsylvania in No- 
vember 


seri pushy 


I'm here to ask for your vote. And I’m here 
to ask for your help We have a duty to vote 
in this country, and I'm here to ask you to 
register your friends and neighbors and en- 
courage them to do their duty. And when 


you re out registering people, don’t overlook 
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discerning Democrats. You might remember 
my friend Zell Miller. He represents a lot 
of folks who understand that when you put 
Dick Cheney and me back in office, this 
country will be safer, stronger, and better for 
every American. 

My regret is that Laura didn’t come with 
me today 

Audience members. Aw-w-w'! 

The President. She was a public school 
And 


‘Fine, I'll marry you, so long as | 


librarian when I asked her to marry me 
she said 
don't have to give a_ political speech. 
Laughter Okay.” Fortunately 
didn’t hold me to that promise You saw her 
the other night in New York City. You saw 


how gracious she is, how strong she is. I love 


| said she 


her dearly. I'm going to give you some rea- 
sons why I think you ought to put me back 
in office, but perhaps the most important one 
of all is so that First Lady for 4 


more years 


Laura is 


I'm proud of my runningmate, Dick Che- 
ney. I admit it, he doesn’t have the waviest 
hair on the ticket. |Laughter| I didn't pick 
him for his looks | pic ked him because he S 
a man of sound judgment and great experi- 
ence and can get the job done for the Amer- 
ican people 

| appreciate Congressman Bill Shuster 
joining us today. He’s been telling me all 
along I need to come to Johnstown Pennsyl- 
vania. When I showed up, he said, “You fi- 
nally made it I made it just in time 
to rally these folks to get ready to win this 
election come November 


I said 


I want to thank your mayor, Don Zucco 
for joining us today. Mr. Mayor, I'm proud 
Well, do 
you ever have any advice for the local offi 
cials?” Mr. Mayor fill the potholes 
ter| | appreciate you coming, Mayor 

[ want to thank all the State and local offi- 
cials who are here. I want to thank my friend 
Victor He heads Veterans for Bush 
And I want to thank all the veterans who 
have joined us here today as well 

I want to thank the Wil Gravatt Band. | 
appreciate them playing here. I appreciate 
the high school band that’s here tonight. 


you're here. Sometimes they say 


Laugh- 


Raia 


Thank you for coming. I'm going to try to 


keep my speech short so you can get home 
and do your homework. [Laughter] 
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I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here, the people who put up the 
signs and make the phone calls. I really ap- 
preciate your help. | know you're working 
hard, but keep working. And I'll be working 
right alongside of you. 

I'm looking forward to the campaign. I'm 
going to tell the people where I stand, where 
I—what I believe, and where I'm going to 
lead this Nation. I’m going to tell them that 
I have a plan to keep this country of ours 
safer and a more hopeful America. I'm run- 
ning on a ¢ ompassionate conservative philos- 
Government ought to help 
people not dictate to people 


ophy that says 


I believe every child can learn. That’s what 
I believe. I went to Washington to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations We've 
We're measuring early to 
solve problems before it is too late. We're 
ending that old practice of just shuffling the 
kids through the system vear after year with- 


raised standards 


out learning the basics. We trust the local 
people to make the right decisions for the 
schools. We're closing an achievement gap 
in America, and we’re not turning back 

| believe we have a moral responsibility 
to honor our seniors with good health care 
I went up to Washington to fix problems. We 
had a problem with Medicare. Let me give 
you one example Medicare would pay tens 
of thousands of dollars for the heart surgery, 
and that’s okay. But it wouldn't pay for the 
medicine to prevent the heart surgery from 
happening in the first place. It didn’t make 
any sense tor our seniors to have a Medicare 
system like that, and it certainly didn’t make 
sense for the taxpayers. We have modernized 
Medicare. Our seniors will get prescription 
drug coverage, and we’re not turning back. 

I believe in the energy and innovative spir- 
it of the American worker and farmer and 
small-business owner. And that’s why we un- 
leashed that energy with the largest tax relief 
in a generation. When you re out rounding 
up the vote, remind your friends and neigh- 
bors that we’ve been through a lot. This 
economy ot ours has been through a lot. See, 
5 months before I got into office, the stock 
market had begun to decline. We had a re- 
cession. We had corporate scandals, which 
affected our economy. And of course, we had 
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the attacks on our country. But we've over 
come all these obstacles because we've got 
good workers good small business owners 


Weve 


timed tax cuts 


overcome them too because of well 


And this economy of ours is strong, and 


it is getting stronger. Our economy has been 
in nearly 20 


America 


about 1.7 million hew jobs over the last 12 


growing at rates as tast as any 


vears. We're adding jobs here in 
months. We've added 107.000 manufacturing 


jobs since January. The unc mployme nt rate 
That is lower than th 
rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s 
The une mployment rate in your great State 
is 5.3 perce nt 


is now 5.4 percent 


average 


The economic stimulus plan 
we passed is working 
a President must confront 


| believe prob 


le ms, not pass the m on to tuture 
believe 


American President is to 


and future 


i] 
solemn duty of the 


venerations | 


protect the American people It 


] 
shows uncertainty or weakness in 
ide, the 
is not going to happe non my watch 


Nation 


vants steady 
ciple d leack rship ind that is why 


world will drift toward traged) 


1 
this Consistent 
nt. 
help were going to win a great 
November 

vent , , 

Che vorld iN) which ve live Lie 
| | 
Changing In the generations of our 

l } 

venerally had on 


] { 
VOTFREC TO! 


] 
granddads t Tian 


One Careel!l com 


‘oom 
company pro ided health care anc 
plan It's a different world today 
St ind ws a l " vorld 
women now ' rk 1] the 


} 


PhO 


Many 1 ople 
I 


sic the 

( hang 

the most fundament 

ernment, the Pax Te health 
] 


} , 

pension plans, and worker training 
! j } 

ited tor the vorld 7 vesterday 


1 


row. In the next 4 


these Systems 
equipped, prepared, and thus truh 
make your own choices sO you Can 
the great promise of America 

Listen, any hope ful society has a growing 
economy, and I've got a plan to keep this 
To create 


economy = Moving forward More 


jobs in America, America must be the best 


place in the world to do business. That means 
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we must reduce the regulatory burden on our 
small-business owners in America. To create 
more jobs in America, we must stop the junk 
lawsuits that threaten our employers. To 
keep jobs here and to expand our economy 
Congress needs to pass my energy plan, a 
plan that encourage conservation, encour 
ages renewable sources of energy like eth 
anol and biodiesel It encourages clean coal 
technology. It is a plan that understands that 
we must become less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy 


Listen, to create jobs here. we've got to 


open up markets for U.S products We open 


up oul markets for goods from other coun 
‘ 
And 


If you've got more choices 


tries, and that’s good for the consumet 
it’s good for you 
to choose from, you're likely to get the prod 
uct you want at and higher 
quality So what I tell countries like China 
is, “You treat us the way Amer 


anvtime, any 


a better price 


we treat vou 

ica Can ¢ ompe te W ith anvbody 
| 

vhere so long rules are fair 


about 


keep youl 


got to be wis 


ve spend your money and 


To create jobs, we 
i difference of opinion 
ampaign Im running 

as propost d more than 
V spe nding SO tal 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Awtully tempting when 

coming down thi pike to tell every 


So they 


vhat they want to hear said 


| ' ) 
how are you going to pay tor it He 


We'll just tax the 
Chet S two problems with that One 


Oh that’s simple 
1 

nt raise enough money by tax 

trillion 


veen what hi promises and 


to Phere Ss 


what 
vho usually 
that gapr Yes. Here’s the other 
heard that rhetoric 

We'll just tax the 


hire lawvers ind 


) 
pay tor $2 


S going to do C,uess 


nrohl \ ' 
problem. You vé 


Oh don’t Vorry 


before 
rich 
accountants and 
bill We're 
you. We're 


, 

dodge and you get stuc k with the 
, 

not going to let him tax 

to win in November 


‘ ] 
Thinking about 


going 
taxes, the Federal Tax 
Code needs to be changed. It s a complicated 
mess. It is full of special interest loopholes 
Americans spend hours after hours filling out 
their tax form They estimate about 6 billion 
hours worth of paperwork and headache on 
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an annual basis IS spent by American workers 
and small-business owners and big busi 
nesses You soe. the American people need 
i simpler fairer progrowth Tax Code. In a 
new term, I will lead a bipartisan effort to 
simplify and make fair the Federal Tax 
Cod 

Phe 
to he Ip workers gain the skills necessary to 
fill the 


more 


iob base is changing and weve got 


jobs ol the 2 Ist century That S why 


I’m such a strong proponent of helping work 


ers gain new skills at the community college 6 


across this countrs Most new jobs are now 


people with at |e ast 2 vears of col 


t one in four of our students vets 


high school 
in our high schools | 


ion programs students at 


Nace an ¢ phasis O math and 
t ngorous 
rf pertorm 

schools 


md by ¢ spanding 


] 1] 
ind middk fam 


HCO 


start their 


Lice 
npanies 


] 
ADahliai fi 


You 


nro pa 


i 


| 
und pro-trial law t { Sar 


You have to And 


] 
his choice and he Dil 


rT pro doc tol 
i 

Chive 

has 


tick 


| 
Choose opponent 


I 
,on the 


mack 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 


The President. | have made my choice 


! am for medical liability reform—now. In 


all we do to improve health car in America 


we will make sure that health de cisions are 
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made by doctors and patients, not by bureau 
crats in Washington, DC. 

In a changing society ownership can help 
bring stability to people's lives. That's why 
we want more people owning their own 
home in America. The homeownership rate 
an alltime high right now 
Isn't that fantastic? Think about that. More 
people are opening their front door, saying 


Welcome to my\ Welcome tO my 


piece ol prope rty got a plan to con 


in America is at 


home 


We ve 
| 


tinue to expand homeownership to every 
community in this countn 


And We 


pension pl wis are 


vant to make sure that ow 


uso 


modern and work. If vou’re 


an older citizen. vou re in good shap whe Nn 


4 ! 
it comes to Social Security. If youre a baby 


lil 
LIKE ! you re IM OKay Shape vnen 
I 


But we 


boom I 


it comes to Soc ial Security nee d to 


] ; 1] ] } 
vorry abou children and our grand 


children | 


be abl 


younger workers ought to 


SOTLI ol their WT 


Tonle 


n i personal account te HWlake 
P , 1 
sOClal SCCUTITY IS a\ tilable 


We ha 


( alnp uv 


Sure 
] ] 1 
erence ol philoso iv in this 
fall 
Carernull 
Orie Hhihy 
ernment 
] 
And 


1 think the role of 


JTaMS expand 
i I 

| Lee CO ifortable 
Cove 


doing 


rrirnye 

the peopl trust the peopl 

decisions LIST the people 

“ites 

mone trus the peopl 
l | | 


judeme nit 


HVIOUS ¢ 
Wi stand 


every pe rs 


culture 

ts and even 
We stand tor ma ve 
the foundations of our 


for the ay 


" | 
and tami 

society And 

of Federal judges whe 


know the dittere1 between personal « yn 


1 
) 
i 
] 


} 


ion and the strict interpretation of the 


I 


also 


aWw 


his election will dete rryiiyye how 


America responds to the continuing danger 
of terrorism. Since the terribl 
September the Lith, 2001, we 


the terrorists across the Earth, not for prick 


morning of 


have fought 
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not for power but because the lives ol ou; 
citizens are Our strategy is clea 
We're defending the homeland. We’re trans 


And we're 


at stake 


. 1 
forming our military reforming 


and strengthening the intelligence services 


We're staying on the offensive. We’re strikii 


1g 
the terrorists abroad so we do not have to 
face them here at home 

Audience members. Four mor 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. We will work to advanc 
the Middle East and 
around the world, and we will prevail. Our 
Four years ago, Af 
base of Al Oaida 
point 
Arabia was fertile 


liberty in broader 


strategy 1s succeeding 
ghanistan was the home 
for terrorist 


| 


ground 


Pakistan was a_ transit 


groups Saudi for 


terrorist fundraising; Libya was secretly pur 
‘aq was a gatl 
Ih tq l iva 


was largely w 


suing nuclear weapons 
threat \] Oaida 


lenged as it planned attacks 


ecru? 
; 
and chal 
> 1 1 — 
Because Wwe led Hpecause We crea the 
Government of a free Afghanistan is fighting 
terror; Pakistan is capturing terrorists; Saudi 
Arabia is making raids and arrests: Libya is 
| 
dismantling its we apons programs; the army 
1 } 
of a free lraq is fighting for freedom: and 
i 
more than three quarters ol \| Qaida’s 
members and associates have been bri 


to justice. We led. Manv have 


and America and the world are safe1 


have 

This progress involved careful diplon acy 
and cl al moral purpose and SOME tough ce 
cisions, and the toughest came on Iraq. Ws 
kne W Saddam Hiussein’s rec ord ol weression 
and support for terror We knew his long his 
tory ol pursuing and using weapons of mass 
And we that after 
Lith, this Nation must think dif 


must take 


destruction know sep 
tember the 
ferently. We 
fore they fully materialize 

In Saddam i threat. | 
went to the United States ( ongress. I said 
Take a look at this threat 


intelligence | 


} 


threats seriously be 


Hussein, we saw 


] 
and they took 
| ] ] 
imooked at 


I re 


> idd un 


a look at the same 


They 


membered 


history 
that 


was a threat and authorized the use 


remembered the same 


They concluded 
Hussein 
of torce. My oppon nt looked at the very 
I looked at to the 


Same Con lusion we 


same int ligence came 


came to, and he author 


ized the use of force 
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Before the Commander in Chief commits 
troops into combat, we must try all means 


to deal with any threat. See, I was hopeful 


diplomacy would work. And so I went to the 
United Nations, and I gave a speech at the 
U.N. They looked at the same intelligence 
I looked at 


torv we remembered 


They remembered the same his 
And with a 15-to-noth 
ing vote, the United Nations Security Coun 
cil voted that Saddam Hussein must disclose 
disarm or face SeTIOUS CONSCQUENCES 

Saddam 


vasn t interested in what th 


But as he had for over a decade 


Hussein free 


world has to say. As a matter of fact, he sys 
tematically deceived the Inspec tors that were 
So I had 


that only comes to the Oval 


’ 
sent into his country a choice to 


make a choi an 
Ottice 


must be pre pared to make 


nobody wants to make but 
Do I trust the 
word of a madman and forget the lessons of 
Sept inber the 11th, or do I take action to 
defend America? I will 


defend our country every time 


a ¢ hoice 


Given that choice 
Because we acted, because we acted to de 
fend our country 50 million people now live 
in freedom. Fifty million pe ople are tree. In 
Afghanistan, the 


dark di 


world has changed since 
those ws when young girls weren't al 
lowed to go to school and their mothers wer 
whipped in the public square The Taliban 
were barbaric people. They were backward 


They had a dim 


Afghanistan is an ally. They're helping us in 


vision of the world. Today 


the war on terror, and over 10 million Afghan 
citizens have registered to vote in the upcom 
ing Presidential elections. It's amazing 
Despite ongoing violence, hh iq now has a 
Minister, a National 


and national elections are scheduled for Jan 


strong Prime Council 
uary. We are standing with the people of Al 
ghanistan and Iraq because when America 
gives its word, America must keep its word 
We re 


serving 


also standing with them because we're 
a vital and historic cause that will 
make our country sate Free societies 1n the 
Middle East will be hope ful societies, which 
no longer feed resentments and breed vio 
lence for export. Free Governments in the 


Middle East 


harboring them 


will fight terrorists, instead of 
And that 


ind it makes the worid more 


makes America 


more secure 


peaceful 
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Our 
clear. We'll help new leaders to train their 


mission in Afghanistan and [raq is 
armies and their police forces so citizens in 
those countries can do the hard work of de- 
fending the hopes of many against the terror 
of a few. We'll help them get on their Way 
to elections. We'll help them become more 
stable, and then our troops will return home 
with the honor they've earned 


I'm proud of our military. I'm proud of 


kn Ww 


got a fantastic United States military 


our military, and | as well. 


We've 


I've had the privilege of meeting with the 


you are 


service men and women who wear our uni- 


form. I've seen their unselfish courage. | 
know their great decency. The cause of free 
dom Is in really good hands 


I have made a ple dge to those who wea 
the uniform and their families that they will 
have all the support they need to complete 
their missions. That’s why, a y« | went 
to the United States Congress and proposed 


supplem ntal funding of $87 billion to help 


ar ago 


our troops in not only Lraq, but Afghanistan 
It was Important funding really important 
funding. It was a really important funding 
request hecause it funded body armor and 
spare parts ammunition, fuel supplies need 


And we re 


ceived great bipartisan support, so strong that 


ed fon pe ople to do thei jobs 


19 


only 12 United States Senators voted against 
the funding re quest 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. those Senators 
were my opponent and his runningmate 
Audience members. Boo-0-o 
The President. In fact 
states 


Two ol 


United 


1 to authorize the use 


] 
only tou 


senators vote 
of force and then voted against funding our 
troops lwo of those Senators—two of those 
four were my opponent and his runningmate 
When asked to explain his vote, he said 
Well, I actually did vote for the $87 billion 
before I voted against it 

Audience members. Boo-o o! 

The President. Now, | suspect that not 
many people in Johnstown Pennsylvania 
talks that way. They kept asking him. He said, 
And finally, 


thing is a 


well, he was proud of the vot 
The 


There is nothing com 


my opponent said whok 


| 
comple ated matter 


plicated about supporting our troops In com 
bat 
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After voting for the war but against fund- 
ing it, after saying he would have voted for 
the war even knowing everything we know 
today, my opponent woke up this week 
\laughter| 
yet another new position. Suddenly 
against it again 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. No matter many 
times he flip flops, we were right to remove 


with new campaign advisers and 


he S 


how 


Saddam Hussein from power. 

I appreciate the contributions our friends 
and allies are making. I spoke with Tony Blair 
He’s got a clear vision. He’s 
Every time I talk to 
You 


know, we put together a broad coalition 


this morning 
a good, strong leader 
him, I thank him for his contributions 


some 40 nations in Afghanistan, some 30 in 
And 


to build our alliances 


| will continue, over the next 4 


Iraq 
years to strengthen 
our relations lips But I will never turn over 
America’s national security decisions to lead- 
ers of other countries 

Audience 
U.S.A! 

The President. | 


tormational power of libertv. The wisest use 


members. S.A.! U.S.A! 


believe in the trans 
of American strength is to advance freedom 
I like to tell the people that I've spent time 
with the Prime Minister of Japan during my 
34 years as President. I like him a lot. He’s 
a good fellow. The amazing thing about my 
discussions with him is that here I am, sitting 
down with somebody that our country was 
at war with some 60 years ago—my dad, I'm 
sure your dads or granddads fought against 
the Japanese Che Vv were our sworn enemy 
Yet right after World War I, President Harry 
Truman and many Americans believed that 
by helping the Japanese self-govern and be 


come a democracy, that liberty would trans- 


And 


OUueSS 


form an enemy into a friend sure 


enough it worked, because what. 


Minister Koizumi and I sit around the 
table talking about how to make the 


Prime 
world 
more peaceful { king about how to use our 
respective positions in the world to make our 
countries more secure and the world a better 
place Someday, an American President and 
a duly elected leader from Iraq will be sitting 
down at the table talking about the peace 

I believe that millions in the Middle East 


plead in silence for their liberty. I believe 
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that if given the chance, they will embrace 
the most honorable form of government ever 
devised by man. I believe these things be- 
America’s gift to the 
world; it is the Almighty God’s gift to each 
man and woman in this world 

This young century will be liberty’s cen- 
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
freedom abroad, we will build a safer world 


cause freedom is not 


and a more hopeful America. By reforming 


our systems of Government, we'll help more 


Americans realize their dreams. We'll spread 
ownership and opportunity to every corne! 
of the land. We will pass the enduring values 
of our country on to a new generation, and 
we will continue to work for freedom and 
peace , 

For all Americans, these years in our his 
tory will always stand apart 
times in the life of 


expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 


There are quiet 
a nation when little is 
times. This is a time when we need firm re 


solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the 


values that makes this a great nation 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep 
tember the 14th, 2001 


of the Twin Towers 


I stood in the ruins 
It’s a day I'll never for 
get. There were workers in hardhats yelling 
Whatever it takes. 


ing to console the first-responders, the brave 


at me | remember try 


firefighters and policeme n who had gone into 
rubble and come out « mptyhanded a lot of 


Che \ d 


“ed me right in 


them had come out en tvhanded 


lost their buddies. A guy 


the eve, and he said, “Do + me down 


| wake up every morning thinki . about how 
to better protect our country. | will never 


relent in defending America, whatever it 
takes 
ago, as | traveled thi great 


State asking for the vote 


that if you gave me a chance to serve, | would 


Four years 
I mace a pledge 
uphold the honor and the dignity of the office 
to which I had been elected. With youl help 
and with your hard work, I will do so for 
the next 4 years. 

God bless. Thank you all. Thanks for com 


j ca 
ing. 


NotI The President spoke at 5:06 p.m it the 
Cambria County War Memorial Arena. In his re 
referred to Senator Zell Miller of Geo 


gia, who made the keynote address at the Re pub 


mal ks he 
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lican National Convention; Mayor Donato B 
Zucco of Johnston PA Minister Ayad 
Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan 


Prime 


Statement on the Situation in Sudan 


September 9 200A 


The United States is appalled by the vio- 
lence in Darfur, Sudan. Our Government has 
led the international effort to end the suf 
fering there by speaking clearly about the cri- 
sis and sending assistance to the suffering 
We have provided more than $211 million 
in aid and humanitarian relief, and we will 
provide an additional $250 million. To end 
the conflict we helped broker a Cease fire 
African Union 


to deploy monitors and soldiers to investigate 


and worked closely with the 


violations 

I sent Secré tary of State Powell to Darfur 
and Khartoum to demand that the Sudanese 
We 


sponsored i strong Security Council resolu 


. | 
Government act to end the violence 


tion, which passed on July 30. This resolution 
called on the 


Janjaweed militias which have terrorized the 


Government to disarm the 
people of Darfur and bring their leaders to 
Powell later 
of investigators into the refugee camps to 
As a result 
of these investigations and other information 


justice. Secretary sent a team 


interview the victims of atrocities 


we have concluded that genocide has taken 
place in Darfur. We urge the international 
community to work with us to prevent and 
suppress acts of genocide. We call on the 
United Nations to undertake a full investiga 
tion of the genocide and other crimes in 
Dartur. 

The Government of Sudan has not com 
plied with U.N. Security Council resolutions 
and has not respected the cease-fire which 
it signed. The rebels are also guilty of cease- 
fire violations and failing to carry out past 
commitments. It is clear that only outside ac- 
tion can stop the killing My Government is 
seeking a new Security Council resolution to 
authorize an expanded African Union secu- 
rity force to prevent further bloodshed. We 
will also seek to ban flights by Sudanese mili- 
tary aircraft in Darfur. 
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The world cannot ignore the suffering of 
The U.S. will 
continue to help relieve sultering, as We de 


more than 1 million people 


mand that the Janjaweed disarm, and that 


the Government, Janjaweed, and Darfur 


rebels end the violence 


Remarks in Huntington, 
West Virginia 
Se pte mbe rlo 2004 


The President. Thank you all 


all very much for coming. By the 


Thank you 
sound of 
things, it sounds like the Herd is thundering 
It’s good to be back here in Huntington 
Thank vou all for the hospitality You know 
this isn’t my first time here. I’ve liked it every 
time I've come because the people are down 
to-Earth, hard-working, decent 


love America just like I do 


and they 
I want to thank our friends from Ohio who 


have joined us today. | ippreciate you com 
I 

ing. | want to thank our friends from Ken 

tucky And of course. | 


vant to thank my friends from We 


vho are here today 
st Virginia 
who are here. Thank you all for coming 

| told Zell we're 
i day. He’s helping to kick it off in fine fash 


ZA ll Mille I he 
the re 


gomg to have a heck of 


ion. You know repre sents a 


lot { —_ . 
tot OF vonaermn¢g 


folks out who ar 
whether OI 
vhat | 
More importantly, he is a proud Amer 


and I'm proud to ¢ il] Zi lI Mille r tri nd 


1 
hi nere 


not it’s ok iv to vote Re publican 


vould call a discerning Demo 


to ask for the vote I'm here to 


let you know that I'm willing to get amongst 
and 


You 


the peopl and say, “I need your vote 


I need vour he Ip to win this election 


Ser ve have a duty in this country to vote 
] 


und I would hop vou would go out and reg 


ister your friends and neighbors. Remind 


them we have a dutv. Re oister our te llow Re 


1 
publi ins: registe! indepe ndents; register 
Then after you reg 
ister them get them headed to the polls And 


when you get them headed to the polls re 


discerning Democrats 


them, if they want 


a sater America, a 


stronger America, and a better America put 
Dick Cheney there for 4 


and me bac K In 
more years 


Audience members. Four more vears' 


. . ‘nm ' 
Four more years! Four more years 


Se pt. 9 
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The President. Thank you all. Zell said 
we got on the bus after flying up from Wash 
ington, and he said ‘I wish you'd have 
brought Laura 
Laughtei 


Laura to marry m¢ 


He’s got really good judg- 
when I asked 
Fine, I'll be 


just so long as | 


ment You know 
she said 
I'm willing to 


marry you 


never have to give a political speech 

Laughter| She was a public school librarian 
who didn’t particularly care about politics or 
That’s fine 
have to give a speech.” And we got married 
Fortunately, she didn’t hold me to that prom 


iS¢ Laughter| She is a 


politicians I said you ll never 


the country saw 
in New York City, she not only gives a good 
speech but she’s gracious and strong. She’s 
comtorting. | love her dearly. Pe rhaps the 
most important reason ol all in putting me 
back in office is so that Laura will have 4 
more vears as vour First Lady 

Shelley 
Moore ( apito trom the great State of West 
Shelley Moore is 
Member of the United States 
Congress. She’s a class act. I also appreciat 
vith Senator Mike DeWine 
from the State of Ohio I appreciate you com 
ing, Mike. He too is a fine United States Sen 


ator, and I'm proud his son Patrick is joining 


| appreciate Congresswoman 


Virginia joining us today 


a tine, fine 


today trave ling 


us today is well 

I want to thank all the State and local offi 
cials here. I want to thank all the candidates 
for throwing your hat in the ring. | appreciate 
the Wil Gravatt I want to thank the 
Parkersburg Army Charlie 


163d Engineering Battalion 


Band 
2 ) 

Base Re SeTVe 
Company the 
Thank you ill for 


Most of 


out ol 


comme 
ll, thank you all for taking Friday 


! 
your tite to come 


| appreciate you 
being here—for taking this Friday to come 
here. | ippreciate it. It means 
| know it means a lot to Zell. See 


forward to this campaign. I'm going to tell 


1 
i lot to me 


I'm looking 


the peopl where I stand and what I believe 
PUL le 
| believe every child can learn and expect 
I went to Washington 
to challenge the soft bigotry of low expecta 
| he lic Ve 


and wher id this country 


every school to teach 
tions we ought to raise standards 
I believe we ought to measure early to solve 
probl ms before it’s too late | believe we 
got to stop this practice of just shuffling kids 
crack 


through our schools vear after vea 
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after grade without learning the basics. I be 

lieve we've got to trust the local peopl to 

make the right decisions for their schools 

closing the achievement gap 
| 


} ] 
in America, and we re not turning back 


I know we're 


| believe we have a moral responsibility 


to honor our seniors with good health car 
Medicare is an incredibly important program 
seniors, but it wasn’t modernizing 
People sav, “What do you mean when you 


sav that?” Well, Medicare would pay thou 


sands and thousands and thousands of dollars 


for our 


but it would not pay fo! 


the pres ription drugs to prevent the 
| 


for heart surgery 


That didn't 
It didn’t make 


our taxpayers | 
| 


to SOLVE 

Medicare to he Ip our sé 

Beginning in 2006, seniors will get prescri 
I 

| 


and Wwe 


surgery from being needed 
any sense tor our seniors 

SETISE for 
ington, D¢ 


modernize d 


proble is Wi 


von drug coverage 
bac k 


| believe in the energy 


Mno 
small-] 
And 


with the 


spirit of America’s workers 


owners. ftarmers. and ranchers 


why we unleashed that en rey 


jenel ition 


est tax reliefina 


When vou're out rounding up the 

1 P 1 

mind peopl ibout Vinat this ePCOTK 
Stes, 


been throuch Five months 
into othe the | 
decline Wi 


} 
there 


STOCK ma 


had t recession 


reomimneg 
" 
Wwork¢ rs 


} 


Dpecaus 


cot great 
overcoming it 
is strong. We re 


! 
ll time tax rele 


’ y ; 
spl It 
orw 


Qur economy is growing at 


as any in nearly 20 vears. We've add 

1.7 million new jobs in the past vear. We 
added 107,000 manufacturing jobs sinc 
uary. The national unemployment rat 


perce nt 


of the 1970s, the 1980s, and the 1990s. The 


unemployment rate in West Virginia is 5.2 


Se pt 10 


That's lower than the average rate 


1911 
percent The economic stimulus plan we 
passed is working 

I believe the 
American President is to protect the Amer 


most solemn duty of the 
ican people If America shows uncertainty 


and weakness in this decade, the world will 
drift toward tragedy. This isn’t going to hap 
pen on my watch. ['m running tor President 


with a clear and positive plan to build a safe1 
world and a more hopeful America. ?'m run 
nin? with a compassionate conservative phi 
losophy that Government should help pe ople 
improve their lives, not try to run their lives 
| believe this Nation wants steady, consistent 
prin ipl d leads rship and that is why, with 
your help, we will carry West Virginia again 
vy Ohio we ll carry Kentucky 


avall and Ve ll win in Novembet 


Ve i irl Wall 


Listen, | understand the world we're living 


In is Changing rhe generation of ow dads 
ind granddads a person gf nerally had one 
job one Careel worked for one COMMpaly that 


1 
and a pension Today 


] ] | 
provided health care 
| i 


Its diffe rent Che workfore e has change d 
Most of th vorkers in the past were men 
i 


Today 
Phe Vv re 


many workers are women 


inside the home and outside 
1\ people chang jobs and « i 
times over the course ol i life 
funcdame nt il systems 

COVE TAYe pension 
uy were created for the 
not tomorrow. And so 
rs Ve ll transform the SVS 
our citizens We I] 
1] 


transtorm 
SO CIUZENS are equipped 
and thus truly free voul 
SO you Can Ie lize great 
Ameri t 
i] cute» fi 
i socteTy aS a Grow, eCCOn 
| | 
lave a plan to keep t iis ECCONOM\ 
ite ior jobs Il} 
a must be the best place in 


do business. That means we've 

reduce the regulations on our busi 
, 

particularly small businesses. It 


nesses 
means we got to stop these junk lawsuits that 
ure threatening employers all across. the 
country 

It means Congress needs to get my energy 
cle sk Yes 
jobs here in America, we need sound energy 


that 


| 
policy to my\ in order to create 


policy That means more conservation 
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that 


means using coal, clean coal technology to 


means supporting renewables; and 
make sure people can find work. The plan 
I submitted will modernize the electricity 
grid so hospitals and offices can keep focus 
on hiring workers, not coping with blackouts. 
What I’m telling you is, we need an energy 
policy that makes us less dependent on for- 
eign sources of energy 

Listen, to create jobs, we've got to reject 
economic isolationism and open up markets 
tor U.S products see, We Open up our mal 
kets for foreign goods, and that’s good for 
vou. It’s good for you because the more prod- 
ucts you Can choose from, you re likely to 
get the product you want at higher quality 
That's the 
works. So what I'm telling places like China 
See 
the best policy is to level the playing field 


and better price how market 


is, “You treat us the way we treat you 


because Americans can 


body 
are tall 
lo Ih) ike 


to make sure people can 
I 


compe te with any 


anvtime, anywhere so long as the rules 


sure jobs are here in America 


find work, we've 


got to be wise about 


how we spend your 
! 
i 


money and keep your taxes low Taxes are 


| It) 


he’s lr idly promised Ove! 


an issue in this campaign. see running 


against a i llow 


$2 trillion of new money, new Federal pro 


Grams, so tar 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We'v 


| 
ye 


got—there’s going 


to i lot of te mptations coming down the 


pike to te ll eve rvbod\ eve rvwhe re what they 


vant hear. That means—that gen rally 


means spending your money. But the prob 
lem is, he hasn't told us how he’s 
pay for it. See, he Oh, don't 
We'll pay for it by the rich 


Two things wrong with that. One is, you can’t 


yoing to 
spe na said 
Worry taxing 
raise enough money by taxing the rich to pay 
yet 


there’s a gap between his promise and what 


for $2 trillion worth of new programs 
he can deliver, and VUeSS who's going to get 
with the bill? Secondly 
that rhetoric before, haven't vou? 
worry. We'll just tax the rich 


stuck he ard 
Oh, don’t 
Well, the rich 
hire accountants and lawyers, and you get 
stuck with the bill. We're to let 
him tax you. We’re going to win a great vic- 
tory in November. 


Vou Ve 


not gon 


Gg 
if 
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And speaking about the Tax Code, we're 
going to do something about our Tax Code 
in a second term. We're going to make it 
easier to understand, and we're going to sim 
plify it. This Tax Code of ours is too com- 
plicated t is filled with spe cial interest loop- 
holes. Americans spend about 6 billion hours 
a year on taxes because of the complicated 
nature of the Tax Code. The Tax Code is 
a drag on our economy. In a new term, I'll 
bring Republicans and Democrats together 
to simplify the Federal Tax Code 

Listen, this world of ours is changing, and 
the And 


we've got to help workers gain the skills nec 


nature of the jobs are changing 
essary so they can fill the jobs of the 21st 
century. That’s why I'm such a big believei 
in improving access to the community col 
leges all across our country. I remember 
community college here in 
Huntington, West Virginia. We talked about 


job training. We talked about people having 


coming to the 


the skills necessary to fill the jobs which are 
being created 

And we got to do a better job in our high 
Do 


the new jobs 


schools you realize that about—most of 


over 50 percent of the new 


jobs require at least 2 years of college? And 
vet, one in four of our students gets there 
That’s why we 


tion programs mm 


ve got to fund early interven 


h schools to he Ip stu 


lig 
1 ] 
We want to place a 


nm our high 


dents who are at risk 


, 
nath and science 
We \ 


Ove! 


new tocus on 


schools int to rigorous 


requir l 


exam tine require a rigorous exam 


See, by 
, ’ 
ance in high schools and by ¢ xpanding Pell 
{ ] 
grants tor low 


before graduation raising perform 


nnd middle-income families 
we will he lp more Americans start their ca 
reer with a colle of diploma 
We'll do more to make quality health care 
ind affordable. Mor half 
} 


| til 
ot the uninsured are smail-busine ss employ 


available than one 


Small businesses are 
One 
way to he Ip small businesses afford health 


] 
ees and their families 


having trouble affording health car 


care and, therefore, he Ip families is to allow 
them to join together to purch ise Insurance 


We'll 


help more peopl own and manage their own 


at the discounts big companies get 


health care plans We'll expand health sav 
ings accounts. We'll ensure every poor coun- 


ty in America has a community or rura 
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health center so people can get the primary 
care they need. And we're going to do some- 
thing about these junk lawsuits that are run- 
ning good docs out of practice and running 
up your costs. 

One reason small businesses are having 
trouble affording health care is because these 
lawsuits are running up the cost of medicine. 
Make no mistake about it, junk lawsuits are 
running up your costs. And make no mistake 
about it, too many good docs are being run 
out of practice. And that’s harmful. It’s harm- 
ful for the folks in Ohio, West Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, and all across America. You cannot be 
pro-doctor, pro-patient, pro-hospital and 
pro-trial-lawyer at the same time. You have 
to choose. My Opponent made his choice, 
and he put him on the ticket. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. | made my choice. I'm for 
medical liability reform—now. In all we do 
to improve health care in America, we will 
make sure that health decisions are made by 
doctors and patients, not by bureaucrats in 
Washington, DC. 

In a changing world, ownership brings sta 
bility to people’s lives. One of the most hope- 
ful statistics in recent times is the fact that 
homeownership rates are at an alltime high 
in America. More and more people are own- 
ing their home. In a new term, we'll continue 
to expand ownership all across this country 
We want more and more people opening the 
door of the place where they live and Say 
“Welcome to my home. Welcome to my 
piece of property.” 

And we want to make sure our younger 
workers have got a Social Security system 
that’s viable. Now, let me say, if you’re an 
older worker or you're a dependent now on 
Social Security, you're going to be just fine. 


If you’re a baby boomer, you'll be just fine 
when it comes to Social Security as it’s now 


structured. But I think we need to think 
about our children and our grandchildren 
when it comes to Social Security. It’s one 
thing for people like Zell and me to say it’s 
going to be fine for us; we have an obligation 
to see that it’s fine for younger folks. And 
so, therefore, I think younger workers who 
are coming up ought to have the right to take 
some of their own tax money and put it in 
an account they can call their own, a personal 
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savings account that will help them with So- 
cial Security. 

In a world of change, some things don’t 
change, the values we try to live by, courage 
and compassion, reverence and integrity. In 
a time of change, we'll support the institu- 
tions that give our lives direction and pur- 
pose, our families, our schools, our religious 
congregations. We believe—we stand for a 
culture of life in which every person matters 
and every being counts. We stand for mar- 
riage and family, which are the foundations 
of society. We stand for the Second Amend- 
ment, which gives every American the indi- 
vidual right to bear arms. And I stand for 
the appointment of Federal judges who know 
the difference between personal opinion and 
the strict interpretation of the law. 

This determine 
America responds to the continuing danger 
of terrorism. Since the terrible morning of 
September the 11th, 2001, we have fought 
the terrorists across the Earth, not for pride, 


election will also how 


not for power, but because the lives of our 
citizens are at stake. Our strategy is clear. 
We're defending the homeland. We're trans- 
forming our military. We're strengthening 
our intelligence services. We're staying on 
the offensive. We're striking the terrorists 
abroad so we do not have to face them here 
at home. We will work—we will continue our 
work to advance freedom in the broader 
Middle East and around the world, and we 
will prevail. 

Our strategy is succeeding. Four years 
\ Afghanistan was the 
home base of Al Qaida; Pakistan was a transit 
point for terrorist groups; Saudi Arabia was 
fertile ground for terrorist fundraising; Libya 


ago—4 short years ago- 


was seriously pursuing nuclear weapons; Iraq 
was a gathering threat; and Al Qaida was 
largely unchallenged as it planned attacks. 
Because we acted, the Government of a free 
Afghanistan is fighting terror; Pakistan is cap- 
turing terrorists; Saudi Arabia is making raids 
and arrests; Libya is dismantling its weapons 
programs; the army of a free Iraq is fighting 
for freedom; and more than three-quarters 
of Al Qaida’s key members and associates 
have been brought to justice. We have led. 
Many have joined, and America and the 
world are safer. 
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The progress involved careful diplomacy, 
clear moral purpose, and some tough deci- 
sions. The toughest came on Iraq. We knew 
Saddam Hussein’s record of aggression and 
support for terror. We knew he had a long 
history of pursuing and even using weapons 
And we know that after 
September the 11th, our country must think 
differently. We must take threats seriously 
before they fully materialize 


of mass destruction 


In Saddam Hussein, we saw a threat. | 
went to the United States Congress. Mem- 
bers of both Houses and both political parties 
looked at the same intelligence I looked at. 
They 


member d 


remembered the same history I re- 
same conclu- 
Sad- 


and they author- 


Thev came to the 
sion that my administration came to 
dam Hussein was a threat 
ized the use of force. My opponent looked 
at the very same intelligence I looked at, and 
he came to the same conclusion then that 
we had come to, that Saddam Hussein was 
a threat 
ize the use of force 

Betore 


troops into harm’s way 


He authorized—he voted to author- 
the Commander in Chief commits 
we must try all op 
And that’s 
why I went to the United Nations. | was hop 
ing that diplomacy would work. The United 
Nations looked at the same intelligence we 
looked at 


tory we 


tions in order to solve the threat 


They remembered the same his- 
remembered, and they came to the 
conclusion that Saddam Hussein must dis 
close, disarm, or face serious consequences 
So the world spoke with a 15-to-nothing vote 
in the Security Council 

But Saddam Hussein wasn’t interested in 
He hadn't been 


interested over the past decade, and he cer- 


what the world had to say 
tainly wasn’t interested now. He ignored the 
As a matter ol 
fact, when the U.N. decided to send inspec- 


demands of the free world 
tors into the country, he systematically de- 
ceived them. In other words, he wasn’t about 
to comply 

So I had a choice to make at this point 
in time: Do I take the word of a madman, 
forget the lessons of September the 11th, or 
take action to defend America? Given that 
choice, I will defend America every time 

Audience U.S.A.! U.S.A! 
U.S.A:! 


members. 
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The President. Because we acted to de- 
fend ourselves, 50 million people now live 
in freedom. Because we upheld doctrine, be- 
cause the most solemn duty of government 
is to defend the security of the people of this 
country, 50 million people now in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq are free. Think about Afghani- 
not all 
that long ago, where young girls weren't al- 


stan for a minute. This is a country 


lowed to go to school, and their mothers were 
taken into the public square and whipped if 
they didn’t toe the line of the Taliban. The 
Taliban was backward and barbaric in their 
vision. They re the opposite of what we stand 
They didn’t believe in reli- 


for in America 


gious freedom. They didn’t believe in polit- 


ical freedom. Thev didn’t believe in freedom. 


Today, over 10 million Afghan men and 


women—10 million citizens, over 40 percent 
of whom are women, have registered to vote 
for the upcoming Presidential election. It’s 
amazing 

Freedom is powerful, isn’t it? In Lragq, it’s 
still tough there. But Iraq now has a strong 
Prime Minister, a National Council, and na- 
tional elections will be held in January. 

The world is changing. Our Nation is 
standing with the people of those countries, 
because when America gives its word, it must 
keep its word. We're standing with those 
people in the country—in those countries 
and as we do so, we’re serving a historic cause 
that will make our country safer and make 
the world more peaceful something we all 
See societies in the Middle East 


will be hopeful societies which no longe1 


want ree 
teed resentments and breed violence for ex- 
port. A free Lrag and a free Afghanistan will 
serve aS a powerful example for those who 
long for freedom in a part of the world that 
is desperate for freedom 

So our mission in Afghanistan and Iraq is 
clear. We'll help the new leaders. We'll help 
them head down the road to democracy. 
We'll help them hold elections. More impor- 
tantly we'll train Afghan and Iraqi citizens 
for police and their armies so they can do 
the hard work of defending their countries, 
their fellow countrymen from the designs 
and demands of a few terrorists. We'll help 
them provide—we'll provide those countries 
with stability as quickly as we can get the 
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job done. And then our troops will return 
home with the honor they have earned 

I'm proud of our military. We've 
United States military. I've had the 
privilege of meeting with those who wear the 


got a 
great 
Nation’s uniform. I've met them all across 
bases here in America and around the vorld 
I'm telling you, I’ve seen their unselfish cour 
age, their great decency. I appreciate the vet- 
erans who are here today who have set such 
a great example for those who wear the uni 
form today. I appreciate the military families 
who are here today. 

who weal 
the uniform and their families that they will 
have the resources they need to complete 


I made a commitment to thos« 


their missions. So I went to the Congress a 
vear ago and proposed supplemental funding 
of $87 billion. It’s really important funding 
because it provided body armor Spare parts 
ammunition, fuel, supplies needed by ou 
troops who were in harm’s way in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. | appreciate Senator Miller's 
strong support for that funding request. We 
received strong bipartisan support The sup 
port was so strong that only 12 Members of 
the United States Senate voted against this 
important funding, 2 of whom were my op 
ponent and his runningmate 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. In fact, only United 
States Senators voted to authorize the use 


foul 


of force and then voted against funding ow 
troops. Two of those Senators were my oppo 
nent and his runningmate. They asked him 
to explain his vote. It was right here in Hun 
tington, West Virginia, where he said, “J 
voted for the $87 billion, right before I voted 
against it” They 
kept pressing him after that, and he said 
And finally 


T ] 
The whole thing was a com 


right here in Huntington 


well, he was proud of his vote 
he just said 
plicated matter.” |Laughter| There’s nothing 
complicated about supporting our troops in 
combat 

When it comes to [rag, my opponent has 
more different positions than all his col- 
Laughtei 
Senator Kerry once said, “It would be naive 


leagues in the Senate combined. 


to the point of grave danger not to believe 
that, left to his own devices, Saddam Hussein 
will provoke misjudge or stumble into a fu- 
ture of more dangerous confrontation with 
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the civilized world.” End quote. In 2002, he 
voted for the war. But then he voted against 
body armor and combat pay for our troops. 
When the heat got on in the Democrat pri- 
mary, he declared himself the antiwar can 
didate. Then several months later, he said 
he would have still voted to go to war, even 
Earlier 
this week, he adopted the language of his 
one-time rival Howard Dean, saying it’s the 


, ; 
knowing everything we know today 


wrong war at the wrong time, even though 
he earlier said it was the right decision, and 
he supported it 

The newest wrinkle is that Senator Kerry 
has now decided we are spending too much 
money in Iraq even though he criticized us 
earlier for not spending enough. One thing 
about Senator Kerry's position is clear: If he 
had his way, Saddam Hussein would still be 
in power and would still be a threat to the 
security and to the world 

During the next 4 years, we ll continue to 
work with our friends and allies to make us 
more secure and to make them more secure 
and to make the world more peaceful We 
put together a broad coalition, about 40 na- 
tions in Afghanistan and some 30 in Iraq. But 
I'll assure you this: I will never turn over 
America’s national security decisions to lead 
ers of other countries 

I believe in the transformational power of 
liberty. The wisest use of American strength 
is to advance freedom. I’ve spent time with 
Minister He’s the Prime 
Minister of Japan. You know, I was having 


Prime Koizumi 
dinner with him one evening, and it dawned 
on me how remarkable it is that an American 
President could be talking about working to- 
gether to make the world a_ better place 
After all, it all that long ago in the 
march of history that we were at war with 


wasn t 


Japan. They were our sworn enemy. My dad, 


I'm sure your dads and granddads, fought 


against the Japanese And yet, right after 
World War II 


Harry Truman and other 


alter we were victorious 


\ Americans never 
abandoned this notion that freedom could 
and they 


There was a lot of skeptics in those days. | 


change societies stood the line. 
can understand why. We were just at war 
with them. You can imagine why a lot of 
American people said, “Why are we wasting 
our time? Why do we care?” 
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Well, people did care. See, they cared be- 
cause they had a vision of the future. And 
because they worked to help Japan become 
a democracy, today, Japan is an ally. Prime 
Minister Koizumi and I sit around the table 
talking about the peace. We're talking about 
using our influence to make the world a bet- 
ter place, not only for the people in our own 
country but for people around the world. We 
talk about peace in North Korea. We talk 
about peace in Iraq. We talk about feeding 
the hungry 

Liberty can change countries from en- 
to friends American 
President will be sitting down with a duly 


emies Someday, an 
elected leader of Iraq, and they re going to 
be talking about the peace. They'll be talking 
about a better world. See liberty has got the 
chance to make this world a more peaceful 
place I believe that millions in the Middle 
East plead in silence for their liberty. I be- 
lieve that if given the chance, they will em- 
brace the most honorable form of govern- 
And I believe 


these things not because freedom is Amer- 


ment ever devised by man. 
ica’s gift to the world, but because freedom 
is the Almighty God’s gift to each man and 
woman in this world. 

This young century will be liberty’s cen- 
tury. By promoting freedom here at home 
and freedom abroad, we'll build a safer world 
and a more hopeful America. By reforming 
systems of Government, we will free more 
Americans to be able to realize their dreams. 
We'll spread ownership and opportunity to 
every corner of this country. We'll pass the 
enduring values of our country to a new gen- 
eration. We will continue to lead the world 
to become more free and more peaceful. 

You know, for all Americans, these years 
in our history will stand apart There are 
quiet times in the life of a nation when little 
is expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of 
those times. This is a time when we need 
firm resolve, clear vision, and a deep faith 
in the values that make this a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. I met a 
fellow behind the stage here who was at 
Ground Zero the same day I was at Ground 
Zero. He was there to save lives. I was there 
to thank people for saving lives 


—so on Sep- 
tember the 14th, 2001, that 


both of us were 
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in the ruins of the Twin Towers. It’s a day 
I will never forget. I told him that. I said, 
“It’s a day that I'll never forget.” There were 
workers in hardhats yelling at me at the top 
of their lungs, “Whatever it takes.” I tried 
to do my best to comfort those who had been 
in the rubble. A fellow looked me right in 
the eye and said, “Do not let me down.” I 
wake up every morning- morning 
thinking about how to better protect our 
country. I will never relent in defending 
America, whatever it takes. 


every 


Four years ago, when I traveled our great 
country asking for the vote, I made a pledge 
to my fellow Americans that if you gave me 
a chance to serve | would uphold the honor 
and the dignity of the office to which I had 
been elected. With your help, with your hard 
work, I will do so for 4 more years 

God bless. Thank you for coming 


Note: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. at the 
Tri-State Milton J. Ferguson Field. In his remarks 
he referred to Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who 
made the keynote address at the Republican Na- 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of 
former Demo- 
cratic Presidential candidate Howard Dean 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan 


tional Convention 
the Iraqi Interim Government 


and 


Remarks in Ironton, Ohio 


September 10, 2004 


The President. Thank you all. I'm glad 
you all are here. Thanks for coming out. | 
want to introduce you—you know your Sen- 
ator, Mike DeWine. This is my friend Sen- 
ator Zell Miller from Georgia. One Repub- 
lican, one Democrat, all united to making 
this country a better place for everybody. 

Thank you all for coming out to say hello. 
We're here to ask for the vote in Ironton, 
Ohio, and | appreciate you giving me a 
chance. 

We've got plans to make this world a safer 
place, a stronger place, and a better place 
for every American. I’m here to ask for your 
help. I'd like to—Id like your support, I ap- 
preciate your prayers. May God bless you, 
and may God continue to bless our great 
country. Thanks for coming out to say hello. 
I appreciate you. Thank you all. 
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Thank you, Mayor. I appreciate 
ing. 

Mayor John W. Elam. President Bush, 
it is certainly an honor to have you here 
We're looking forward to 4 more years 

The President. Thank you, sir. 

Mayor Elam. | have a proclamation here 
that I know will take awhile to read. And 
I would also like to present you with a key 
to the city of Ironton. 

The President. Oh, yes. Thanks for com- 
ing out. God bless. 


you com- 


Nore: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. at the 
Lawrence County Courthouse. In his remarks, he 
referred to Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who 
made the keynote address at the Republican Na 
tional Convention. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks 


Presidential Determination and 
Certification Concerning Libya 
Under Section 101 and 102(b) of the 
Arms Export Control Act and 
Determination on Export-Import 


Bank Support for U.S. Exports to 
Libya 
September 10, 2004 


Presidential Determination No. 2004-44 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Stat 
Subject Presidential Determination and 
Certification Concerning Libya Under 
Section 101 and 102(b) of the Arms Export 
Control Act and Determination on Export 
Import Bank Support for U.S. Exports to 
Libya 

Pursuant to section 101 of the Arms Ex- 
port Control Act, I hereby determine that 
Libya received nuclear enrichment equip- 
ment, material, or technology after August 
1, 1977. I hereby determine and certify that 
the continued termination of assistance, as 
required by this section, would have a serious 
adverse effect on vital United States interests 
and that I have received reliable assurances 
that Libya will not acquire or develop nuclear 
weapons or assist other nations in doing so 

Pursuant to section 102(b) of the Arms Ex- 
port Control Act, I hereby determine that 
Libya, a non-nuclear weapon state, sought 
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and received design information that I deter- 
mine to be important to, and intended by 
Libya for use in, the development or manu- 
facture of a nuclear explosive device. I here- 
by determine and certify that the application 
of sanctions, as required by this section, 
would have a serious adverse effect on vital 
United States interests. 

Pursuant to section 2(b)(4) of the Export- 
Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended, | 
hereby determine and certify that it is in the 
national interest for the Export-Import Bank 
to guarantee, insure, or extend credit, or par- 
ticipate in the extension of credit in support 
of United States exports to Libya. 

You are directed to report this determina- 
tion to the Congress and to provide copies 
of the justification explaining the basis for 
this determination. You are further directed 
to publish this determination in the Federal 
Register 


George W. Bush 


Memorandum on Continuation of 
the Exercise of Certain Authorities 
Under the Trading With the Enemy 
Act 


September 10, 2004 


Presidential Determination No. 2004-45 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Subject: Continuation of the Exercise of 
Certain Authorities under the Trading with 
the Enemy Act 


Under section 101(b) of Public Law 95- 
223 (91 Stat. 1625; 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) note), 
and a previous determination on September 
12, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg. 54325), the exercise 
of certain authorities under the Trading with 
the Enemy Act is scheduled to terminate on 
September 14, 2004. 

I hereby determine that the continuation 
for 1 year of the exercise of those authorities 
with respect to the applicable countries is in 
the national interest of the United States. 

Therefore, pursuant to the authority vest- 
ed in me by section 101(b) of Public Law 
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95-223, I continue for 1 year 
tember 14, 2005 


thorities with respect to countries affected 


until Sep- 


the exercise of those au- 


by 
Assets Control Regula- 
tions, 31 C.F.R. part 500 
2) the Transaction Control Regulations 
31 C.F.R. part 505 and 
3) the Cuban Assets Control 
tions, 31 C.F.R. part 515 
The Secretary of the 
ized and directed to publish this determina- 
tion in the Federal Register 


1) the Foreign 


Regula 


Treasury is author- 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the Federal 


11:06 a.m September 13, 2004 


Register 


NoTI 
Fede 


his rhe morandum vill he publish d Ili the 


) , ’ 
il Register on Se ptember 14 


Presidential Determination With 
Respect to Foreign Governments’ 
Efforts Regarding Trafficking in 
Persons 

Septe mber 10, 2004 


Presidential Determination No. 2004-46 


, 
Vi morandum fol thre Secre fary of State 


Subject: Presidential Determination with 
Re spect to Foreign Governments’ Efforts 


Regarding Trafficking in Persons 

110 of the 

ticking Victims Protection Act of 2000 

sion A of Public Law 3S6 

the Act 
Make the determination provided in sec 

L1LO(d)(1)(A)(i) of the 


to | qu itorial Guinea and Venezuela, not to 


ral 
Divi 


as amended 


Consistent with section 


106 
I he reby 
tion Act, with re spect 
prov ide certain funding for those countries 
governments for fiscal vear 2005, until such 
government complies with the minimum 
standards or makes significant efforts to bring 
itself into compliance, as may be determined 
by the Secretary of State in a report to the 
Congress pursuant to section 110 b) of the 
Act 

Make the determination provided in sec- 
tion 110(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Act, with respect 
Cuba, Sudan, and North Korea, 
not to provide certain funding for those 


to Burma 


countries’ governments for fiscal year 2005, 
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until such government complies with the 
minimum standards or makes significant ef- 
forts to bring itself into compliance as may 
be determined by the Secretary of State in 
a report to the Congress pursuant to sec tion 
110(b) of the Act 

Make the determination provided in sec- 
tion 110(d)(3) of the Act, concerning the de- 
terminations of the Deputy Secretary of State 
with respect to Bangladesh, Ecuador, Guy 
ana, and Sierra Leone: 

Determine consistent with section 
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to Equa 
torial Guinea, for the implementation of pro 
grams, projects, or activities regarding police 
professionalization business responsibility 
and promotion of the rule of law, that provi 
sion to Equatorial Guinea of the assistance 
L1O(d)(1)(A)(i) of the 
Act for such programs, projects, or activities 
Act o1 
is otherwise in the national interest of the 
United States 

Determine 
110(d 
tor 


described in section 


would promote the purposes of the 
with 


t) of the Act, with respect to Sudan 


all programs projects or activities of as- 


consistent section 


sistance as may be necessary to implement 
a North/South peace accord and to address 
the crisis in Darfur, that provision to Sudan 
of the assistance 


110(d)(1)(B) of the 


Act for such programs, projects, or activi 


described in section 


ties would promote the purposes ot the Act 
in the national interest of the 
United States: and 

Determine 
110(d)(4) of 


1 
ezuela, for all 


or is otherwise 


consistent vith 


Act 


yrograms, projects, or activities 


section 


the with respect to Ven 


T 
I 
designed to strengthen the democratic proc- 


ess, including strengthening of politic al pal 


ties and supporting electoral observation and 
monitoring, that provision to Venezuela of 
the 
LLO(d)(1 (A) 
tor 


sections 
of the Act 

activities 
Act o7 
is otherwise in the national interest of the 
United States 

The certification required by 
110(e) of the Act is provided herewith 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 


described Ith 
L10(d)(1)(B 


projects OI 


assistance 
ind 
such programs 


would promote the purposes of the 


section 


submit this determination to the Congress, 
and to publish it in the Federal Registe: 


George W. Bush 
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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Certain Terrorist Attacks 


September 10, 2004 


Consistent with section 202(d) of the Na 
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d 
I am continuing for | year the national emer 
gency | declared on September 14, 2001, in 
Proclamation 7463, with respect to the ter 
rorist attacks at the World Trade Center 
New York, New York, and the Pentagon, and 
the continuing and immediate threat of fur- 
ther attacks on the United States 

By Executive Order 13223 of September 
14, 2001, and Executive Order 13253 of Jan 
uary 16, 2002, I delegated authority to the 
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Transportation to order members of the Re 
serve Components to active duty and to 
waive certain statutory military personnel re 
quirements. By Executive Order 13235 of 
November 16, 2001, I delegated authority to 
the Secretary of Defense 
emergency construction authority. By Execu 
tive Order 13286 of February 28, 2003, | 
transferred the authority de legated to the 
Secretary of 


to exercise certain 


fransportation in Executive 
Order 13223 to the Secretary of Homeland 
Security 

Because the terrorist threat continues, the 
national emergency declared on September 
14, 2001, and the measures taken on S¢ p 
tember 14, 2001, November 16, 2001, and 
January 16, 2002, to deal with that emer 
gency, must continue in effect beyond sep 
tember 14, 2004 


in effect for an additional year the national 


Therefore, I am continuing 
emergency | declared on September 14 
2001, with re spect to the terrorist threat 

This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the Con 


gress 
George W. Bush 


The White House 
September 10, 2004 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Re gister 
12:57 p.m September 10, 2004 

Note: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on September 13 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Notice on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Terrorist Attacks on the United 
States 

September 10, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 
Section 202(d) of the National 
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for 


the automatic termination of a national emer- 


Emer- 


gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. Consistent with this provision ! 
have sent to the Federal Register the en- 
closed notice, stating that the emergency de 
clared with respect to the terrorist attacks 
on the United States of September 11, 2001, 
is to continue in effect for an additional year 

The terrorist threat that led to the declara 
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national 
emergency continues. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
in etlect after September 14, 2004, the na- 
tional emergency with respect to the terrorist 
threat 


George W. Bush 


The White House 
September 10, 2004 
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Phe following list includes the President's public 


schedule and other items of general interest an 


nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 


not included elsewhere in this issue 


September 4 
In the morning, in Cleveland, OH, the 
President had an intelligence briefing. He 
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then traveled to Broadview Heights, OH. 
Later, he traveled to Kirtland, OH. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Erie, PA. Later, he returned to Washington, 
DC. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Hurricane Frances beginning 
on September 3 and continuing 


September 5 


In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Parkersburg, WV. Later, he 
Washington, DC 


returned to 


September 6 


In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Stanislav Gross of the Czech Republic to 
congratulate him on assuming his new posi- 
tion and to discuss the situations in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq. He then had an intelligence 
briefing and a_ briefing on Hurricanes 
Frances and Ivan. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Poplar Bluff, MO. 

In the evening the President traveled to 
Kansas City, MO 


September 7 

In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. He then traveled to Lee’s 
Summit, MO, where he began a bus tour. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Sedalia, MO, arriving in the after- 
noon 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav- 
eled to Columbia, MO. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Tim S. McClain as Acting Assistant 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Human Re- 
sources and Administration). 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Cortright Wetherill, ]r., as a Chair- 
man of the Advisory Committee on the Arts. 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint W. Roy Grizzard as a member of the 
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Committee for Purchase From People Who 
Are Blind or Severely Disabled. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Michele Longo Eder and Thomas C. 
Royer as members of the Arctic Research 
Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s National Security Tele- 
communications Advisory Committee: Law- 
rence T. Babbio, Jr.; Gregory Q. Brown; Ken 
Dahlberg; William J. Hannigan; Stan Sigman; 
and Joseph R. Wright. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Board of Trustees of the John F. Ken- 
nedy Center for the Performing Arts: 
Elisabeth D. DeVos, Mary Mochary, Mary 
M. Ourisman, Gabrielle B. Reynolds, David 
Rubenstein, Stephen Schwarzman, Alex 
Spanos, and Sandy Treadwell. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Cheryl Bates-Harris and Dorothy L. 
Watson as members of the Ticket to Work 
and Work Incentives Advisory Panel. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Berthy De La Rosa-Aponte, as 
( thairperson of the Ticket to Work and Work 


Incentives Advisory Panel. 


September 8 


In the morning, the President met with 
James A Baker III to discuss the upcoming 
Presidential debates. He then had an intel- 
ligence briefing 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Fort Pierce, FL, where, upon arrival 


in the afternoon, he met with community 


members affected by Hurricane Frances. 
Later in the afternoon, the President trav- 
eled to Miami, FL, and went to the National 
Hurricane Center. He then toured the Cen- 
ter and received a briefing on Hurricanes 
Later, he returned to 
Washington, DC, arriving in the evening. 


Frances and Ivan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Catherine Todd Bailey to be Am- 
bassador to Latvia. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Thomas V. Skinner to be an Assist- 
ant Administrator of the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (Enforcement and Compli- 
ance Assurance). 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Douglas Menarchik to be an Assist 
ant Administrator of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (Policy and Pro- 
gram Coordination). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Howard J. Krongard to be Inspec- 
tor General of the Department of State. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Daniel R. Levinson as Acting In 
spector General at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 


September 9 
In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing and met with the National 


Security Council. Later, he met with Prin 


cipals of the Year award recipients. 


Later in the morning, the President tray 
eled to Colmar, PA, where upon arrival in 
met with USA Freedom 
Corps volunteer Eunice Sanchez. Later, he 
traveled to Johnstown, PA. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 


the afternoon, he 


September 10 


a tele 
Thabo 


rite lea 


In the morning, the President had 
phone conversation with President 
Mbeki of South 


weapons proliferation, the situation in the 


Africa to discuss 


Sudan, and other issues. He then had an in 
telligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President tray 
eled to Huntington, W\ 


bus tour 


where he began a 
Later, he traveled to Lronton, OH 
arriving in the afternoon. 

the President tray 
eled to Portsmouth, OH, where he partici 
pated in an Ask President Bush event at 
Shawnee State University. Later, he traveled 
to Chillicothe, OH. While en route aboard 
the bus, he met with local union members 
and employees of the Portsmouth Gaseous 
Diffusion Plant. At the Ross County Fair 
grounds in Chillicothe, he made remarks at 
a rally. 


Later in the afternoon 


In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Richard Greco, Jr., to be an Assist 
ant Secretary of the Navy (Financial Manage- 
ment) at the Department of Defense. 
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The President announced his intention to 
Patrick J. Leahy and John E. 
Sununu to be U.S. Representatives to the 
General Assembly of the United Nations 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Lisa Kirk Colburn as a member of 
the Advisory Committee on the Arts John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 


nominate 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Public Interest Declassification Board: 
L. Britt Snider (Chairman), Martin 
Steven Garfinkel, Elizabeth 
Parker, and Richard N. Smith. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to 


supplement State and local recovery efforts 


Faga, 


Rindskopf 


in the area struck by Tropical Storm Frances 


beginning on September 7 and continuing. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions ol 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service 


eign Service officers 


Academies, or nominations of For 


Submitted September 7 


Paul A. Crotty 

of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Southern District of New York, vice Har- 
old Baer, Jr., retiring. 


Porter |. Goss, 
of Florida, to be Director of Central Intel- 


ligence, vice George John Tenet, resigned 


D. Michael Rappoport 

of Arizona, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar- 
ship and Excellence in National Environ- 
mental Policy Foundation for a term expiring 
October 6, 2008 (reappointment). 
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Submitted September 8 


Catherine Todd Bailey 
of Kentucky, to be Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 


Ambassador 


States of America to the Republic of Latvia. 


Raymond F. DuBois 

of the District of Columbia, to be Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and 
Mate riel Readiness vice Diane K. Morales, 


resigie d 


Howard ] Krongard 
ot New Jersey to be Inspector General De- 
partment of State, vice Clark Kent Ervin 


Douglas Menarchik 
of Texas, to be an Assistant 
the U.S 


ment, vice Patrick M. Cronin resigned 


Administrator of 
Agency for International Develop 


Thomas V. Skinner 
of Illinois, to be an 
of the 


vice John Peter Suarez, resigned 


Assistant Administrator 


Environmental Protection Agency 


Submitted September 10 


Carin M 


ol Texas 


Barth 
to be Chief Financial Officer, De 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop 
Angela Antonelli 


which position she was appointed during the 


ment, vice resigned to 


last recess of the Senate 


Dudas 
Under Secretary of Com- 


Jonathan W 
of Virginia, to be 
merce for Intellectual Property and Director 
of the U.S. Patent and 


VICE James Edward 


lrademark Office 
Rogan, resigned, to 
whi h position he Was appoint d during the 


last recess of the Senate 


Albert A. Frink, fi 


of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of 


Commerce, vice Linda Mysliwy Conlin, re- 
signed to which position he Was ippointed 


during the last recess of the Senate 


Susan Johnson Grant 

to be Chief Financial Officer 
Department of Energy, vice Bruce Marshall 
Carnes resigned, to which position she was 
appointed during the last recess of the Sen- 
ate 


of Virginia 
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Ricardo H. Hinojosa, 

of Texas, to be Chair of the U.S. Sentencing 
Diana E. Murphy, re- 
signed, to which position he was appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate 


Commission, vice 


Nadine Hogan 
of Florida, to be a member of the 
Directors of the 


Board of 
Inter-American Foundation 
for a term expiring June 26, 2008, vice Frank 
D. Yturria, resigned, to which position she 
Was appointed during the last recess of the 
senate 


Stephen L.. Johnson, 

of Maryland, to be Deputy Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, vice 
Linda |. Fisher, resigned, to which position 
he was appointed during the last recess of 


the Senate 


Paul Jones 

of ¢ olorado to be a member of the Internal 
Revenue Service Oversight Board for a term 
expiring September 14, 2008, vice Charles 
L. Kolbe, term expired to which position he 
Was appointed during the last recess of the 
Senate 


James R. Kunde 
of Virginia, to be an 
ot the U.S 


opment VICE 


Administrator 


Agency for International Devel 


Wendy Jean ( hamberlin, re 


Assistant 


signed, to which position he was appointed 


during the last recess of the Senate 


Jon D. Leibowitz 

of Maryland, to be a Federal Trad 
sioner for a term of 7 vears from September 
26, 2003, vice Mozelle Willmont Thompson 


resigned, to which position he 


(Commis- 


Vas appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate 


Deborah P. Majoras, 
of Virginia, to be a Federal Trade Commis 
sioner for the unexpired term of 7 years from 
September 26, 2001, vice Timothy |. Muris, 
resigned, to which 


position she Was ap- 


pointed during the last recess of the Senate. 


John D Rood 
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 


and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
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America to the Commonwealth of The Baha 
mas, to which position he was appointed dun 
ing the last recess of the Senate 


Enrique J. Sosa 
of Florida, to be a member of the Reform 
Board (Amtrak 


Linwood Holton, term expired to which po 


for a term of 5 vears, vice 
sition he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate 


Charles Graves Untermeyei 

Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the State of Qatar, to which posi 
tion he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate 


of Texas, to be Ambassador 


Jack Vaughn 
a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Inter-American Foundation 


of Texas, to be 
for a term expiring September 20, 2006, vic: 
Patricia Hill Williams, resigned, to which po 
sition he was appointed during the last recess 
of the Senate 


Gary Lee \ isschet 

of Marvland, to be a member of the Chem 
ical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board 
for a term of 5 vears. vice Isadore Rosenthal 
term expired, to which position he was ap 
pointed during the last recess of the Senate 


Richard Kenneth Wagner 
of Florida, to be 
Institute tor 
term 


National 
Board for a 
2006 VICE 


a member of the 
Literacy Advisory 
November 25 
Robin Morris, term expired to which posi 


expiring 


tion he was appoint d during the last recess 
of the Senate 


Scott Kevin Walker 
ot Wisconsin to be a member ol the 
Board of the 
opment Corporation 


Advisory 
Saint Lawrence Seaway Devel 
Anthony S. Ear! 


resigned to which position he was appoint ad 


vice 


during the last recess of the Senate 


Roger W Wallace 
of Texas, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Inter-American Foundation 
for a term expiring October 6, 2008, vic« 
Fred P. DuVal, to which position he was ap 
pointed during the last recess of the Senate 


Aldona Wos, 

of North Carolina, to be Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Estonia, 
to which position she was appointed during 
the last recess of the Senate 


Sean F. Cox 

of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Michigan, vice Law- 
rence P. Zatkoff, retired 
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